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Chapter Four

Lebanon:  Neonationalism Lost or Regained?

The Lebanese case creates many difficulties for those theorizing about "normal" models for national development.   Lebanon was once regarded as the most promising of all the Middle Eastern states for the potential development of democratic patterns,
 due to the growth of pluralism.    The Arab world saw the state as a haven for free speech, leisure and entrepreneurialism.  Lebanon was called the 'Switzerland of the Middle East' for the  rugged terrain of the interior, snowy winters, and the supposition that a small state could and should be politically neutral like its multilingual European counterpart.  Then, a half a century of state-building was cast to sea with the onset of the Lebanese Civil War in 1975 and the average Western citizen may primarily associate the name Lebanon with epithets for terror, kidnappings, and mayhem.


There are several approaches we may adopt in treating neo-nationalism in Lebanon as a logical, rather than an irrational malaise.    In retrospect we could describe the Lebanese case as representing a recovery from the most heightened conditions of separatism, and 

the loosest bonds of civil consciousness.  Therefore, it may represent neonationalism at its apex today in the efforts to heal war wounds and erase wartime memories, while at its nadir the Civil  War exposed the mirage of a coherent Lebanon.    

        Various sources disagree, implicitly, and explicitly about the causes of the Lebanese civil war, just as many Arabs and Lebanese fundamentally disagreed about Lebanon's position in the immediate region, and Lebanon's Arab identity.  The analyses of the conflict range from a construction of Christian nationalism as an "ethnic nationalism"
 to the varied considerations of the many levels of conflict -- social, political, economic, religious -- and their exacerbation due to external (or internal) factors.  


Many scholars have examined Lebanon with a focus on the politics of the elite
 for they were crucial to the modern development of the political system, and recurring political themes.  The politics of the elites probably were responsible for the shallow and more impermanent bases for state-building and bonds of civility than may have occurred elsewhere.  However, there were also economic and developmental problems in Lebanon's accentuated disparities between center and periphery and certain distortions in its patterns of trade.
   If one considers the balance of land, labor, and capital
 in the small country, one sees a country split into two modes.  In the center – Beirut -- there was a higher proportion of labor & capital, while in the countryside, more land, but no capital.  This led to a concentration of GDP arising from the service sector in Beirut, and the greater economic, or financial importance of external actors in Lebanon.  When disturbances affected the internal balance of power, external factors also played a political stronger role here than in other states, due to the sectarian divisions and particular governmental weaknesses of Lebanon.  These included the influence of France, the United States, the Palestinians, Syria and others at particular moments (Iraq, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iran).

The Past

Under the Ottoman empire, Mount Lebanon and its contiguous areas were simply a region of Syria.    This region, different from, but  connected to the larger area defined today as Lebanon, withstood  centralizing or rationalizing efforts from Istanbul.   Characterized by the dominance of clans in specific areas, a series of fiefdoms essentially rendered tribute to the empire; however a shared cultural legacy was a significant outcome, as was the idea (described by Michael Hudson) of confessional co-existence and identity.
  The feudal elites, amirs, muqadam, and shuyukh, held power according to the relative esteem of their clan branch, and beneath them operated the owners of iqta' or land grants, who collected taxes.  


The Macn and the Shihab dynasties in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries kept a certain degree of political control over Mount Lebanon out of the hands of the Ottoman government.  The Ottomans set out to restore their authority in today's Syria and Lebanon by the middle of the nineteenth century.

           The penetration of the West in the region, had also occurred by this time, emerging first in the economy, specifically the silk-trade, but manifested itself as elsewhere in the former Ottoman Empire through the capitulatory treaties which aided foreign and foreign-allied mercantile interests.  In the nineteenth century, the most significant events were probably the Tanzimat reforms (a program including economic, legal and political measures intended to modernize and rationalize the Ottoman empire of its own accord); the bloodshed and fighting in Lebanon and Syria in 1860 which arose, at least in part, over the feared outcomes of the Tanzimat reforms; the revival of Beirut as an important port; and the migration of many Lebanese to the Western hemisphere.  Other ports, Sidon and Acre lost ascendancy due to political circumstances, while Beirut's revival meant that when the Christian population experienced insecurities in other areas, more sought refuge and entrepreneurial opportunities in that growing metropolis
 and the confessional balance in the city (the relative numbers of Christians vs. Muslims) shifted. 

Double Qa'imaqamate to the Règlement


Special circumstances brought about a European intervention in the Mount Lebanon region, resulting in a special status for that province.  This detached it to some degree from the direct control of the Ottoman Porte from 1861 up to 1915, and caused the political power of the Druze lords to wane somewhat in contrast with a more prominent role for the Maronites of Mount Lebanon.   For generations, Druze and Maronites had chiefly occupied the districts of the Mountain and coexisted peacefully for the most part.  Frictions ensued in this period between the groups, in part due to tensions from the years of Egyptian occupation under Ibrahim Pasha, but also from a Maronite clergy with a high profile and privilege accruing from French connections with the Maronites.  Thus when the massacres of Christians in Damascus took place, and some 4,000 Christians were killed in the Chouf region, and the Maronite area of Dayr al-Qamar was burned, the French intervened and along with representatives from Russia, Austria, Prussia and Turkey created a particular document, the Règlement, to replace the earlier understanding of dual influence (Maronite in the north, Druze in the south).
  The Mountain became a more independent region, although the immediate French goal was to protect the Maronites.   The Mountain's new administrative status, in turn, meant that the Ottoman authorities had less influence than in certain other parts of Syria.
  

Arab Identity:  The Formation of Nationalist Consciousness

One could not certainly not speak of a Lebanese nationalism, nor even of a determination for an independent Syrian nation at this time.  The citizens of the Ottoman empire were affected by the vistas of Greek and Balkan nationalism.  Before they could iterate such regional goals and loyalties, in this area, it was necessary for ideas to coalesce around the theme of Arab identity (and Turkic identity).  A forerunner of such ideas was Butrus al-Bustani (1819-83), a Protestant who established a National School, and dedicated much of his time to the revival of Arabic as a language of erudition.  He believed as did many in this era, that the region must follow the modernist course of Europe, and seemed to identify Syria as his fatherland (watan).
 

In the 1880s, many of the followers of Bustani moved to Cairo, as the Ottoman sultan Abd al-Hamid II stepped up repression and censorship.  These included Ya'qub Sarruf, the founders of al-Muqtataf, Jurji Zaydan, the follower of al-Hilal, Zaynab Fawwaz of Tibnin who established a journal, and Shibli Shumayyil (1850-1917), a chief contributor to al-Muqtataf.   Their messages were not particularly nationalist, but were indeed Arabist and spread beyond their immediate circles thanks to their use of the press.   Shumayyil produced a critique of the Ottoman empire, and promoted the advance of science, and was a supporter of the Young Turks who supplanted Abd al-Hamid II.  

The Last Phase of Ottoman Rule

The Committee for Union and Progress (the party of the Young Turks) struggled with Sultan Abdul Hamid II, who instigated a counter-revolution against them and was finally deposed in 1909.  The new leaders possessed pan-Turkist ideas, and indicated their opposition to nascent Arab nationalism, even to milder expressions of Arab cultural unity.  How could they do otherwise and retain Ottoman territories?   Hence, the story of Arab nationalism begins as a reaction to Turkish suppression and support of pan-Turkism.  The Ottoman/CUP government opposed and sought to contain groups such as the Literary Club in Istanbul, the Ottoman Decentralization Party established in Cairo in 1912, al-Kahtaniyya, and the more explicitly nationalist Young Arab Society known as al-Fatat formed by Arabs in Paris in 1911 whose headquarters moved to Damascus in 1914.  


The pan-Turkic heirs to the Ottoman Porte could not but see their ineffective control over Mt. Lebanon as the result of Western interference.  They had no particular goals for fostering improved local leadership in Damascus, or on the Mountain
 and were soon, in any case, mired in the battles of World War One.  


Pan-Turkic ideas had been expressed in the work of Ziya Golkalp, an architect of early Turkish nationalism.  These involved loyalty to the Turkish "nation" meaning all those who spoke Turkic languages and perceived their culture and history as deriving from these groups.
  Such ideas were irreconcilable with the aims of the Arab societies mentioned above.  It must also be emphasized that until this time, the elites in Lebanon, as elsewhere in the Arab world frequently derived from the Ottoman ruling class, spoke and read Turkish, although this might be true of one parent, not both.  There was no racial purity between the Arabs and Turks, although the religious minorities in Lebanon, whether Maronite, Druze, or Shi'a often practiced 

endogamy. 

Although the Young Turks issued a decree in 1913 ostensibly supporting the principles of parties to an Arab congress sponsored by al-Fatat, they did not uphold the decree.  Major Aziz Ali al-Masri established another society, al-Ahd, made up of army officers, and was arrested and condemned to death by the Young Turks.  Although they released Aziz Ali after British protests, al-Ahd members were sent off to the Gallipoli offensive so that the Young Turks might better control Beirut and Damascus.  In these cities, many political leaders were rounded up in April of 1916, tried, and 22 of them were hanged, sparking more feeling for Arab independence.  Dhuqan al-Atrash (the father of the "leader" of the Syrian revolution) was quoted as saying "never trust a Turk" -- his final words before being hanged in this event.   These responses to CUP repression certainly sparked feelings of territorial nationalism, and some historians, like James Gelvin have suggested, that (at least in Syria) they had already been expressed.
 


 The First World War spelled the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire.  Simultaneously, Arab nationalism, and what could now be termed Syrian nationalism gained strength.  In correspondence with Lord McMahon, the Sharif Husayn of Mecca was promised British support for an Arab state.  His son, Faisal with some degree of assistance of the well-known T.E. Lawrence became the leader of a movement which opposed the Ottomans, and fought its way up from the Hijaz to Syria.  The British general Allenby welcomed Arab attacks on the Ottomans.


During the war, famine hit many Lebanese villages hard, and male migration was so pervasive that villages primarily made up of women and children were common in certain areas.  Christian and Druze migration from the Mountain had been ongoing even before the War, as the terrain could not support its population economically.   Since the 1870s, Christians had migrated overseas – to North and South America, Christians and Muslims also traveled to Egypt
 while many Druze had moved a century earlier to southern Syria 
(Betts), and later set up patterns of emigration to South America, particularly Venezuela and Argentina, and the United States.
   Rural poverty and its subsidization through remittances that family members sent to Lebanon, were an important feature of the state. 

Nationalist Dreams and Problems of Identity

Nationalist hopes, existent in Beirut as well as Syria since the 1870s, were strong even before World War I.  However, Syrians disagreed over Mount Lebanon, Beirut and the North's natural attachment to Syria, or that portions of contemporary Lebanon, like the Biqa Valley should be divided from an independent Syria.  The Biqa had been incorporated in the province of Damascus, and landholding and marriage patterns had connected the neighboring areas for centuries.  

          The Muslim leader, Salim Ali Salam was a key member of a delegation from Beirut to the Arab congress held in Paris 1913.  He was quite shocked by his Christian colleagues support for a separate Lebanon.
  When an Ottoman defeat appeared imminent, many having no wish to exchange the Ottoman rulers for French rulers, cheered for Faysal, son of the Sharif Husayn of Mecca who battled upward toward Damascus.  Faysal's supporters sent Shukri Pasha al-Ayyubi to Beirut to support the Arab government there, but the British General Allenby forced them to withdraw and appointed a French Military Governor of Beirut.  There were petitions and demonstrations of protest but these were ignored, and Lebanon was handed over to the French.


With Faysal's defeat by the French, the dream of an Arab state continued to hold credence for some.  Others saw a more pragmatic future with an enlarged Lebanon independent of Syria.  With the French assumption of the mandate for Syria and Lebanon, we see the origins of the contemporary form of the nation and also the preeminence of Christians, and more specifically Maronite politicians within it.   Certain political and historical themes (such as the Christian emphasis on their Phoenician, rather than Arab heritage) were already pre-indicated by the disagreement over identity and specific boundaries.     


Writing on the narrative of the nation continued, and an important work by Father Henri Lammens, a Jesuit priest, and an academic developed the notion of Lebanon as a separate historic entity, a refuge to those who fled political tyrannies of the past. " L'Asile  du Liban," was the term
 he employed, a historical portrait that is more myth than fact. 

Lebanon under the French Mandate


Under General Gouraud, the boundaries of the two states, Lebanon and Syria, were determined with a calculated effect on the proportions of the various confessional groups.  Similarly the French thought that staffing and structure of the mandate government would aid them in their task of division and governance of the population (now that conquest was accomplished).  The high commissioner for Syria and Lebanon was the chief official of the mandate government.  He was followed by a French governor, and under him, a provisional administrative commission staffed by Lebanese as well as French, served until the mandatory power, under the second high commissioner, General Weygand put a Lebanese council of state in place.  


Lebanon, under the French was not so very different than Egypt under the British in its creation of a colonial system operating through parallel governments, the less powerful apparatus manned by Lebanese and being guided, or maneuvered by the mandatory government.   The French initially called for martial law, and invoked it on later occasions, when necessary.  French interests restricted the press, via censorship, or French-paid subsidies.   French economic interests were served through governmental policies, but also by means of private investors who held interests in public utilities, the banks, and other infrastructure, such as the railways. 
   

French imperialism extended beyond economics and politics.  French theories of culture and development were even more grand than their paternalistic model of government.  Their "civilizing mission," as they termed it (mission civilitrice) was most significantly effected through the promotion of education in French, and of better living conditions through the improvement of infrastructure, health standards, and levels of production.  


The French administration weathered a revolt in 1925 (described in more detail in the chapter on Syria) and the new governor, Henri du Jouvenal who represented the French at the League of Nations consequently allowed the Lebanese more sovereignty in some areas.  He proclaimed the Lebanese Republic in May of 1926 with an Orthodox Christian president of the Lebanese assembly, Charles Dabbas.   An informal but binding arrangement was outlined in which the Presidency would from that point onwards only be assigned to a Christian politician.  After 1935, the expectation was that a Maronite would hold this post.  From 1937, the principle of balance within sectarian limits was asserted with the expectation that the Prime Minister would be a Sunni Muslim.  


Under President Charles Dabbas, who represented certain unifying tendencies, a contest arose between two politicians both aspiring to the presidency:  Emil Eddé  (Imil Iddi)
 of Byblos, and the first Minister of the Interior, Bishara al-Khuri of southern Lebanon.    They differed on key issues -- the degree to which Lebanon should be separate from Syria, and also in personality.   This conflict was important to the Mandate era.  Eddé argued for complete separation, and his Unionist party represented ideas of Christian nationalism, while al-Khuri's Constitutionalists were more inclined to some ties with Syria, and policies emphasizing Arab unity or identity.  


Dabbas was re-elected in 1929, as his opponent, Georges Lutfullah of Egypt (but of Lebanese origin) was seen as insufficiently Lebanese, an indicator of growing national consciousness.  Al-Khuri became Premier in May of that year, and was replaced by Eddé who adopted a frugal, effective, but somewhat unpopular set of economic policies
 and the Ministry passed along to Auguste Adib, who was more moderate than his predecessor.  

          In this period, it can be said generally that many Maronites were Francophiles.  The Maronite Patriarch howver, was removed by the government in 1931 due to his criticism of the French.  Muslims, some Orthodox and the Druze fanned nationalism against the French, especially, Fu'ad Arslan.   Students led demonstrations, and merchants and students boycotted the trams in 1931; the government blamed Communists for these disturbances, and also cited economic worries.  The High Commissioner's disgust with factionalism in the Lebanese government led to a suspension of the Constitution in 1932 for twenty months.  When the High Commissioner reinstated constitutionalism, an interim President was named.  1935 witnessed a number of strikes with some violence:  the butchers in Zahla, taxi-drivers and then lawyers in Beirut, and these required intervention.  


When the Syrians made progress in pressuring the French government of Léon Blum to grant a phased withdrawal in 1936, the Lebanese also began negotiations toward a new arrangement.  This would continue special French privileges in Lebanon, mean military cooperation with the French, but allow for official French recognition of Lebanese sovereignty.    Some French citizens perceived the treaty of 1936 to be weak and detrimental to France.  They believed that the French government should hold on to its North African, Levantine and Southeast Asian sphere of influence and when the Blum government fell, the hard-won Treaty was essentially lost as well.  This failure could only fester and re-emerge in heightened nationalism at the end of World War II.  

The Phalangists

There was some negative Muslim reaction to the Treaty due to the special relationship with France evident in it, and in response to Muslim demonstrations, Maronite paramilitary groups hastily formed.  These  kata'ib (phalanges) eventually merged in a single party under Pierre Gemayel (Jumayyil) of Bikfaya.  The phalangists emulated Franco's fascist groups and stood for Christian nationalist militarism in an era when other groups arose in the Arab world and Europe:  the Nazi party, Mussolini's black shirts, Dr. Shahbandar's grey shirts in Syria, and blue shirts for the Wafd youth and green shirts for Misr al-Fatat, in Egypt.   The phalangists embraced a particular historical narrative for Lebanon constructing the Christians as descendents of the Phoenicians (and therefore distinct from the Arabs of the Peninsula), an "intellectual" and merchant-oriented race which is incorrectly distinguished from the Canaanites in many contemporary Western and world history texts.  By extending the story of Lebanese independence to the histories of the Druze lord Fakhr al-Din Ma'an, and Amir Shihab, and emphasizing a Christian embrace of Western culture, they posited Lebanon as an outpost, or an enclave of a Christian "ethnicity."  Some of their co-religionists (and Muslims)  critiqued their narrative and methods of historicizing.


A few years earlier, Antun Sacadah had founded the Syrian National Party (the S.S.N.P) at the American University in Beirut.   This party supported union between Lebanon and Syria, was anti-confessionalist and secular in basis, and the government moved to suppress it.  The Communist party established branches in many areas of Lebanon in these years as well.  It was unsuccessful in electoral politics, but had influence over the trade unions and was forced underground in 1939.  

Although such popular parties were emerging, the traditional practice of establishing political bases which coincided with family ties and privileges continued in Lebanon.  In Lebanon, the specific manifestation of the politics of the elite was 'the politics of the zucama', the traditional leaders, or "chiefs" of particular families whether Christian, Sunni, Druze or Shica.  They might have been less influential in a system impacted by the military, or by changes in social structure, but in Lebanon, their power continued from this period until the civil war (and in some cases has continued in its wake).

World War II and Lebanon

In 1939, the French again suspended the Lebanese constitution, and the Germans invaded France in 1940.   The French government of Vichy appointed General Dentz as High Commissioner, and the Lebanese could not help but see themselves as the subjects of a defeated power.  The war created economic misery for the poor especially of the larger cities of the French mandate:  Damascus, Aleppo, and Beirut   In the same period, a great deal of German and Italian propaganda was spread to prepare the population for an intended German victory.  The British and the Free French surveyed events, worrying especially about a sort of domino effect of Arab nationalist pro-German forces, after Rashid cAli Gilani organized a coup in Iraq in April of 1941.  The British argued amongst themselves, but agreed to support the Free French in an invasion of Syria and Lebanon in June of 1941, to "liberate" the region of pro-Nazi elements and promising a complete independence for the Lebanese and Syrians.
   

Independence 


The Free French were, however, in no great hurry to hand over the reins of independence to the Lebanese, or the Syrians.  The British prodded them, in certain ways, through the office of Edward Spears.   Khuri's party controlled Parliament, hence he was elected President and together with Riad Solh (Riyad Sulh) an outstanding and rather liberal Sunni leader formed a government and concluded the National Pact (al-mithaq al-watani) an unwritten declaration of independence, regional status, and political representation.  It was this Pact which formalized the division of power in the chief political offices of the country, specifying that the President of the Republic would be a Maronite, the Prime Minister should be a Sunni, and that the eleven member Chapter of Deputies would be calculated on the basis of  six Christians to five Muslims.   


The Khuri/Solh government then moved against French restrictions that had been in place since 1926, and simultaneously with correspondence from the new Syrian government of al-Qawwatli called for the formation of national armies, administrative changes and the transformation of the French authority to an Embassy.
    Jean Helleu, (Jan Hilu) the French Delegate-General responded negatively and had the members of Government arrested, cancelled its agreements, and the citizenry of Lebanon revolted.  In mass demonstrations and with a temporary alliance of the Kata'eb party with the Muslim paramilitary organization, the Najjadah, strikes were organized.  The citizens tore down General de Gaulle's posters, protests were issued in Egypt, Iraq, and Palestine, and the British ordered the French to reverse Helleu's actions, signaling independence at long last.  


Khuri amended the constitution in 1948 so that he could be 

elected to a second term, but was criticized for so doing along with charges of nepotism and interfering with legislation.  Among the important events in his second term was the settlement of over 100,000 Palestinians, refugees from the 1948 seizure of their lands by the Israelis, into fifteen camps, mostly in the south of Lebanon.  



Khuri's power was weakened to some degree when in 1951, Riad al-Solh was assassinated in Jordan in revenge for the governments suppression of the PPS, Sa'adah's party.  Two other leaders rose to great importance, gained their own followings and formed an alliance against Khuri in this period -- Camille Chamoun (Kamil Shamcun), a middle-class Maronite of Dayr al-Qamar in the Chouf (Shuf) and Kamal Jumblatt, a Druze of a lordly (zacim) family of Mukhtara, also from the Chouf, who organized the Progressive Socialist Party, and later formed the Lebanese National Movement. 

Camille Chamoun and the 1958 Crisis 


Chamoun, pro-Western and leaning away from the champions of Arab unity, such as Egypt's President Nasser, was elected President of Lebanon in 1952.  His regime was marked by the most serious degree of civil discord since independence, and displayed the widely disparate Lebanese views of their countries appropriate foreign and internal policy development.    This was known as the Crisis of 1958. 


During the Suez War of 1956, in which Israel, France and Britain bombed Egypt for nationalizing the Suez canal, other Arab states declared themselves in support of Egypt.   Chamoun who had decided to pursue the path of Western influence,  would not sever ties with the French or the British.  This outraged the Sunni leadership causing his Prime Minister and Minister of State to resign.   


Over these few years, Nasser's prestige grew, culminating in the union with Syria (1958-1961).   The Eisenhower government regarded Nasser and his expressions of Arab nationalism and unity with much trepidation.  Relations had soured with the United States, after Nasser appealed to Washington for aid, and frustrated in these efforts, determined to nationalize the Suez Canal zone in a surprise move 
  The anti-communist Dulles thought Nasser's theme of Arab socialism, to be far too close to ideas from the Eastern bloc, ("pink" if not Red).  Nasser's ideas excited and inspired a new vision of nationalism for various Muslim Lebanese, the SSNP, and Jumblatt's followers.  In Lebanon, the notion of Arabism denoted debates about culture, religion, and language.  For the Najjadeh,  Arabism meant a return to what it perceived as the Arab culture of the region.  While one of the Christian MPs, Eddé of Byblos admitted that one hour of Arabic per week was insufficient in Francophile Lebanon, he saw a deeper problem in Arab nationalism.  He believed that it also implied the specter of Muslim unity greater region.  Although Eisenhower could comprehend the need for Lebanese leaders to be sensitive to the political orientations of all religious constituencies, Dulles fully supported Chamoun.
 

 
As Nasser's supporters multiplied in Lebanon, and anti-monarchists gained power in Iraq, the Western-leaning policies of Chamoun were increasingly objectionable to the Muslim, Druze, and Christian left (and sometimes even the right) of Lebanon.   Chamoun announced his support of the Eisenhower Doctrine of 1957, and it soon came out that the US would pay 15 million dollars in aid to Lebanon.
 Christian as well as Muslim leaders resigned in protest.   

 
The United Arab Republic, a merger between Egypt and Syria, was created in February of 1958 due to Syrian initiative.  Muslims in Lebanon celebrated.  The public schools closed for a holiday and Prime Minister Karami traveled to Damascus, predicting that Lebanon, too would "devote herself to Arab nationalism in a way which will satisfy Arabism."
 Skirmishes between various armed groups ensued in Lebanon/  A leading Maronite and pro-Nasser journalist was assassinated in May, triggering violence, as many believed that Chamoun was responsible for this murder, and his subsequent battling against the opposition worsened matters.  Chamoun refused to step down, and created the impression that he might seek re-election.  In the meantime he appealed to Washington for aid 'against the Nasserists," and in light of the Iraqi revolution of July of that year, Washington sent 10,000 troops to Lebanon.  The narrative of these interference has the Marines landing on the beaches, sighting sunbathers and asking "where's the war?"  But the precedent of calling in Western powers, harking as it did back to the French, made for even deeper divisions in the country.


This conflict was heightened and complicated by the President's efforts to expand his powers, and by the intervention of external powers, who, paradoxically, also helped to end the crisis.  Michael Hudson suggested that the lack of political consensus in Lebanon illustrated in the crisis was the alter-ego of institutionalized sectarianism.
  Alternative views on Lebanon's political development instead emphasized the vulnerability of the small state to regional influences, like Nasserism.

State Reform, or Chehabism

General Fu'ad Chehab (Shihab) of Jounieh, a respected descendent of a former ruling family,  had kept the army out of much of the fighting in 1958, and was elected President that same month, choosing Rashid Karami, a prominent Sunni politician and a pro-Nasserist.  The Maronites reacted with dismay to Karami, illustrating both the complex war of personalities in process and the damage done by the crisis of that year. 


 President Chehab had to modify his plans, including Pierre Gemayel in his new government, and moved address his countries developmental problems.  He hired a French research group, IRFED to prepare a report on economic and social conditions in the country, and the Lebret Report led to La Plan Verte (the Green Plan)  an ambitious scheme for development.    


He was regarded as a leader who ameliorated Lebanon's relationship with the UAR and other Arab states, and who emphasized the state's authority and goals, or a "statist-period" in Lebanon's development, at a time when the economy was growing through its conversion into a banking and services center.  Gilsenan, in his study of underdeveloped northern Lebanon, shows the way that "modernization" and "progress" were constructed under Chehab in the poor northern reaches of Lebanon.  Unfortunately these efforts were abandoned to local social structures.
  Development of the periphery could have had profound effects -- promoting, at the very least, more social equity, and at the very best, a breakdown of the worst abuses of feudalism.  


There were criticisms that Chehab sacrificed modes of operation that could have encouraged democratization along the way.  These critics pointed to his reliance upon an intelligence establishment, La Deuxième Bureau.  It was said that he relied on a kitchen cabinet and intelligence sources because he had no party backing.
  Chehab's introverted personality was also critiqued.
  Many approved of Chehab's social reform policies which led to the establishment of schools, hospitals, social insurance, road-building and provision of machinery.  However, these did not solve income disparities (which heightened the divisions in the Civil War of 75-91) as the center-rural flow of monies flowed through the hand of the traditional notables and clan leaders of the rural districts.   Chehabism, should, ideally, have broken down the "feudalism" that many Lebanese decried, but could not do so.  


Additionally, the 1960s witnessed increasing polarization in the Arab world, and radicalization of the Palestinians.  Under Charles Helou (Sharl Hilu) (1964-1970), Chehab's successor, who none too effectively continued many of Chehab's socio-economic policies, the PLO initiated military training in their camps in Lebanon.  The Palestinian resistance began attacks on Israel in 1968, after the disastrous defeat of 1967 had convinced some that extreme tactics, acts of "terrorism" and a military campaign independent of Arab governments was required.   Opinions on the need to restrain the Palestinians, or support them, varied quite sharply from Christian right and moderates to Muslims, Druze and the Christian left.
   Helou had already encountered problems with Karami and Gemayel over this issue.  Jumblatt formed a leftist front in support of the Palestinians, while Jumayyil allied with other Maronite leaders, Eddé and Chamoun against the Palestinians.  Hostilities took place between the Lebanese army and Palestinian guerillas on April 15th of 1969 and clashes continued on the 22nd, in the villages in the south, but also in Sidon and Beirut.  An agreement mediated in Cairo in 1969, and brokered on the Lebanese side by M.P. Bustani proposed that the Palestinians should be able to operate, but not interfere in Lebanese concerns.  This rather ambiguous agreement ended the immediate political crisis,
 but the arming of the Palestinian presence (both refugees and guerillas) continued, as did confrontations with the Israelis.   

Women and "Culture"


Where are the other Lebanese in this narrative of presidential aims and foibles?  The degree of Lebanon's modernity in the 1960s could be debated.  Elite women, as in Egypt had petitioned for suffrage, and achieved the vote in 1952 (with a broader extension in 1953).  Although they gained through entry into education and the professions, they had little political influence and were subject to the dictates of family law according to their confessional grouping, meaning that the state had not stepped in to revise or reform gender norms.   Old customs, such as "kidnappings" of sweethearts, often cousins still held in the mountain areas, as did occasional honor killings, and marriages across confessional lines were restricted under the law.  As recently as 1998 a legal reform allowing for an optional civil marriage introduced by Elias Hrawi
   faced strong opposition by many clerics and politicians, and had to be shelved.  Intermarriages take place; couples usually travel to Cyprus to wed. 

        Memoirs and women's efforts to create narratives about mothers and grandmothers demonstrate that state boundaries – between Syria, Palestine, and Lebanon were highly fluid earlier in the century, that customs such as polygamy,  arranged marriages, and the status conferred by marriage were essential social themes, and that heretofore unmentionable problems such as the sexual abuse of children occurred and will no longer remain completely hidden.


Intellectual and artistic discourse was lively, and although censorship occasionally interfered, a degree of freedom of expression in Beirut prevailed in contrast to the Gulf states, Syria, and other neighbors.   There were scandals involving the stretching of boundaries, as when poet, Layla Ba'lbaki scandalized the establishment with allusions to sexuality in her work.  In the rural villages, however, both gender and intellectual freedoms were restrained.


A group of Lebanese intellectuals had initiated the holding of artistic festivals and a growing interest in folk-themes and culture along with the modernization of Arab music, led to the great popularity of the musicals presented at the summer festivals by singers like Feiruz, born Nuhad Haddad, and her composer husband  and his brother, the Rahbanis, by the 1960s and early 1970s.   (For more on this see Chapter #).    The expression of Lebanese culture, occurred in a broad range of activities, from those defined as Western/Western-influenced (studio art, Western classical music) to the collection of folk-poetry and folk-mus
 Women have attained educational rights.  Their numbers increased in the work-force up to 27.08 per cent in 1996. The increase in the number of women in the liberal professions between 1980 and 1994 was as follows  

1980

1994

Doctors

  6.90%
14.35%

Pharmacists

36.00%
51.00%

Lawyers

 5.80%

24.30%

Engineers

 0.20%
 
6.78%

A more detailed study completed in 1998 showed that the largest proportion of working women are in the age brackets of 25 to  34 earned about  300 to  500 thousand Lebanese lira  as salary.
  Only a tiny number occupy executive positions, or earn substantial salaries.

A Lebanese feminist/activisit, lawyer Laure Mogheizal, married to a former MP, helped to document the story of the battle for women's political rights.
  After women obtained their rights to vote, Emily Fares Ibrahim ran for Parliament in 1953 but was defeated.  So were others until Myrna Bustani won a 1960 election in order to serve out her father Emile's term.  Even by 1998 there were only six women in Parliament – not many for a country that had perceived itself on the cultural cutting edge.  This is another aspect of the conflicting stories and images of  Lebanon -- that cultural sophistication and  a system of citizenship determined through kinship to males and "protection" of women coexisted –- they were not mutually exclusive.

Franjiyya and the Crisis over the Palestinians  


Sulayman Franjiyya, a Christian leader from Zgharta won the 1970 election and the supporters of Chehabism were essentially purged from the administration, army and intelligence bureau.  Maronite leaders urged him to use the army against the Palestinians who had grown to some 300,000 after their expulsion from Jordan, and threatened to use their own militias if he would not.  Muslim leaders opposed these ideas, and the Syrian government threatened to intervene if the President used his army, in 1973.  The situation simmered until the outbreak of the Civil War when the fragile balance in the confessional system collapsed and avenues for conflict resolution were occluded.  

The Civil War


The War was simultaneously a conflict between groups wishing a larger degree of political and to some degree, economic power
, a battle between Right and Left, a disagreement over the role of the Lebanese vis-a-vis the Palestinians which related to some degree back to the conflict over the definition of Lebanese nationalism.   Over time, the war caused a disintegration into a culture of violence in which one-time allies turned on each other, and all aspects of statehood diminished. 


The Lebanese referred to the crisis as al-hawadith, and author, Jean Said Makdisi explains, "Perhaps nothing expresses so well the poverty of language in conveying experience as this mild and faintly contemptuous understatement that, with its close relation to the Arabic word for "accident," summarizes a catastrophic national saga."
 


Tensions arose, when a Sunni politician, Ma'ruf Sa'd was shot during a protest of local fisherman against the Protein Company in the coastal city of Sidon, and died several days later.  Some claimed that Sa'd was assassinated by an agent; this could not be proven one way or the other.  A large-scale public reaction ensued, as Sa'd's funeral demonstrations were transformed into expressions of support of the PLO.  The Lebanese army's  efforts to contain public reaction brought about a crisis, and Sunni criticism of Jumblatt's handling of the affair, in that he had tried to rein in the Left.
   This event, together with the next described below, caused some to emphasize the Palestinians as the leading cause of the years of civil strife in Lebanon.  This is certainly one facet of the era, but not the entire story.  


The Civil War was ignited on April 13 ,1975 when a group of armed Phalangists ambushed a busload of Palestinians returning from a political rally at cAin al-Rummanah.  Twenty-seven of the passengers were killed and twenty were wounded.  Heavy fighting ensued between the Palestinian Resistance Movement (PRM) and the Phalangists.   The government fell.  Maronite forces attacked Palestinian camps in Greater Beirut.  Christian forces led by the National Liberal Party attacked the large Palestinian camp, Tell Za'tar on the 22nd of June 1976 and besieged it for fifty days.  The fall of this camp, and the smaller Jisr al-Basha camp, and the Christian rout of the residents of the Shi'a district of Nab'a in Beirut  were major setbacks for the Palestinians and the Left.  According to some analysts, this impelled Arafat, despite his differences with the Syrians, to seek Assad's assistance.   But the Christian right had earlier sought accomodation with Syria.   When Syrian forces arrived Jumblatt's LNM (Lebanese National Movement) fought with them, driving the Maronites back to east Beirut and an area of Mt. Lebanon.  President Asad of Syria proposed a settlement which included the provision of a 50/50 Christian Muslim ratio in Parliament and other measures modifying the National Pact.  The conflict involved the political rules and need for political reform from its inception and could not be solved simply by imposing terms of peace.  However, Junblatt opposed this proposal, as he believed the confessional system required abolition rather than reform.


As the fighting continued, an entire wing of the Lebanese Army deserted charging that the predominantly Christian army leaders lacked impartiality.  This wing joined the Lebanese Arab Army under First Lieutenant Ahmad al-Khatib.  Some claimed that this rebel army was sponsored by Fateh leader Abu Jihad.  In response, Brigadier Aziz al-Ahdab attempted a coup d'état against President Franjiyya charging that the central government was responsible the crisis in the army, but he could not force the President from office.  


Syrian intervention brought this phase of the war (in which 30,000 to 40,000 deaths occurred) to an end, and a new President, Elias Sarkis ascended to office in September of 1976.  An Arab deterrent force was formed, with the approval of other Arab states, and some 30,000  Syrian troops made up that force.   But the fighting broke out again, and in the next phase, Junblatt launched a campaign against the Lebanese Front (the Phalangists in addition to other Christian forces).  After the Lebanese Arab Army attacked two towns in the Akkar region, the Syrians moved against Junblatt and the Palestinian Resistance Movement,  First Junblatt's sister and then Junblatt himself was murdered and his son, Walid adopted the Druze command. 


As the conflict continued, Bashir Jumayyil inherited his father Pierre's leadership of the Phalangists, and directed an operation that murdered  Christian leader Tony Franjiyya along with his wife, daughter and 30 other people in Zgharta.  One Maronite scholar describes this period as a time in which political Maronitism evolved to full-blown military Maronitism under the leadership of young 'wolves' like Jumayyil.
  As he expanded his territorial base, an area to be cleansed of Muslims, the Syrians were threatened and clashed with his forces in Zahle.  Jumayyil built up an alliance with Israel, and met secretly with the Israelis, who mounted an air strike against Syrian helicopters. 


 Meanwhile Israel had invaded southern Lebanon in 1978 and then again in 1982.  In 1978 some territory was handed over to UNIFIL and a buffer zone was established under Major Sa'd Haddad, with the Israeli intent being to diminish the Palestinian ability to strike over the border.   The much broader invasion in 1982, an air war, car bombs and assassinations of Palestinians in Beirut, involved mass arrests and detentions of Lebanese civilians.  Men of fighting age, all over the south were rounded up and sent off to Israeli prison camps.  

Eventually the invasion brought about the expulsion of many of the Palestinians from the South and Beirut itself.  Apparently in revenge for Bashir Jumayyil's assassination,  horrible massacres in two large Palestinian refugee camps, Sabra and Chatilla were carried out by Phalangists with Israeli foreknowledge and in the absence of a multinational force meant to guard the camps.   Amin Jumayyil, his brother, became the new President.  Although the Palestinian leadership were sent off to Tunis, the Israelis demanded that the Syrians withdraw from the Biqa' valley if they were to leave Lebanon (except for the Southern "security zone").  Syria did not comply, and the Israelis retreated from some operations, but remained a force in the South along with the SLA until 2000.

The Shica

 Michael Walzer described Lebanon (also Belgium, Cyprus and Switzerland) as a consociational state, morally close to pre-existing empires, but one in which groups "have to tolerate one another and work out among themselves the terms of their co-existence" in the absence of imperial bureaucrats
 (like the Ottomans).  He described the civil war as the "collapse of consociational understandings," the Syrians as "imperial peacemakers."  Still, toleration – Walzer's chief national goal – was not "out of the question," in a recapturing of consociationalism.
 

The Shi'a experience in Lebanon demonstrates that  consociationalism did not necessarily have a means of redressing discrimination or disadvantage within the system.  "Tolerance" was an insufficient virtue, if in fact it had existed.  The Shi'a self-discovery during the civil war and recently created "group consciousness" is also an argument for a solution other than a "recovered consociational" model 

During the 1980s, the Shica community gained political and military expression and entered the conflict as the level of violence further disintegrated with the proliferation of mercenary snipers, kidnappings, a growing cantonization of the country by religious group and/or militia, and enhanced Syrian power in Lebanon.  


The Shica were the most disadvantaged socially, economically, and educationally of all the Lebanese groups, although they had their own zucama  (chiefs of the most powerful families) in the South and the Biqa' valley.   The local term for the Shica, mutawla implied ignorance and dirtiness, not simply religious classification.  War and displacement from the South heightened their consciousness of their low status. Because of their low status & underepresentation in the political system, prior to the civil war many young Shi'a had turned to secular parties like the Lebanese  Communist Party, the Ba'th party, and the Syrian Socialist National Party, groups that preached against sectarian divisions  The tiny Shi'a elite were quietists, who received certain benefits from their Maronite peers if they contained problems in their own community.    


The Lebanese Shi'a had not really been affected by the growth usuli (usulis being fundamentalists who called for activism, and the use of ijtihad as opposed to the larger Akhbari or textual tradition) Shi'ism in the broader world of the Twelver Shi'a, probably because of their marginality and relative isolation.   In the civil war, many joined Kamal Jumblatt's leftist coalition, the Lebanese National Movement and in disproportionate numbers died for that group from 1975 –1976.
  When that movement began to disintegrate, the radicalizing process heretofore energizing some of the young Shi'a was converted to group feeling and religious identification. 

Musa Sadr and the rise of Islamism in Lebanon

Religious fundamentalism arose in Lebanon despite factors that should have inhibited it:  cosmopolitanism, Arabism, the need for consociational balance, and the neighboring states' usage of Lebanon as a playground and money manager.   However, it was Muslim fundamentalism during the civil war that drew most concern from the outside world, specifically Shici forms of Islamism.   Why?  

Lebanese Christian "fundamentalist" features were in some ways present in Phalangist and other Christian groups of the extreme right, in the sense that purity from non-believers was stressed, and historicity employed to construct a past Christian stronghold, a fortress of the Lebanese mountains that must be defended.  These ideas commingled with geographic and militaristic nationalism, with the goal of a limited  territorial dominance.  


Both Sunni and Shi'a Islamist movements developed.  The Sunni Islamist groups remained small proportionally, one being the Tawhid militia of Tripoli which engaged the Lebanese forces in 1985 allied with Arafat, and imposed a fundamentalist rule (no alcohol and death to Communists and leftists) for a time there.   Some members were actually Syrian Sunni fundamentalists who had fled to Tripoli from Hama in the Islamist defeat of 1982.
 

Sadr


 
 
Musa Sadr, an Iranian born in Qom, of Lebanese Shi'a origin attempted to organize the Shi'a, after he journeyed to Lebanon, at the invitation of the Mufti of Tyre in 1959.
    The themes of his speeches, strikes and prayer-sessions were relief,  representation, and recognition for the economically-neglected,  politically-underrepresented, and socially-despised Shi'a masses.   Sadr invoked notions found at the core of Shi'a Islam with such messages.  These evoked ideas in the Karballa story, this being the tale of Hussein the son of Ali's rebellion against the illegitimate Ummayad caliphs and his death.  The Shi'a enact this story in passion plays, and in the special holiday of atonement every year called Ashura.  Its theme is sorrow and self-blaming for Hussain's death and the fate of the oppressed people.    Defense of the oppressed was particularly relevant in Lebanon because of Shi'a history, just as it was in the reinterpretation of Islam that Khomeini utilized in Iran to appeal to the working classes and the poor.  In Lebanon the theme of social protest was also congruent with the Leninist worldview that some of the young Shi'a had already encountered in the leftist parties

Sadr appealed more urgently when the residents of South Lebanon were caught in the crossfire between Palestinian guerillas and Israeli military responses.  He asked the rich, educated and somewhat anti-clerical Beirutis at the American University of Beirut to ameliorate the Southerners dilemma, instead of ignoring it, on the day that he launched a strike in May of 1970.
 

            The Southerners' situation worsened.   Sadr's Movement of the Dispossessed protested the effects of Israeli/Palestinian fighting, and of the Civil war on the southern population.  The  Shica  began to perceive themselves as a group needful of attention from the state.   Sadr in turn gave them  a voice that the government, parties and existing militias had not provided. 
Sadr disappeared in August of 1978 on a trip to Libya.   After years of promoting non-violent protest, strikes, fasts, & marches, the  terrible impact of the war on the Shi'a impelled him to obtain arms and funds from outside sources (including Qaddhafi of Libya) and to build a militia, the Afwaj al-Muqawamah al-Lubnaniya, known by its acronym, AMAL.   Given the Shici lore that a "martyr would arise in Qum," Sadr's reputation, and the fact that his body was not located, his followers viewed him as a martyr, vowing to continue their resistance to Israel, and other enemies.  The crystallization of their Shica identity  and iteration of specific goals was a part of the neonationalist process taking place during the war 
One portion of Sadr's legacy continued on in Amal, gaining more adherents, but battling with various forces during the civil war.
 In his absence, it became a movement  representing the Shi'a politically and militarily, and aiming to create Shi'i strength within an independent Arab Lebanon.  Some elements were more secularist, while others were increasingly Islamist.  After 1980, Nabih Berri became the primary leader. A lawyer born in West Africa (where many Lebanese had emigrated), he was educated in the United States (and today the Speaker of Parliament). One wing of Amal split off from the main party to assert its Islamist character -- Islamic Amal under Husayn al-Mussawi.  Al-Mussawi was assassinated later in the war

Another group, Hizbullah, the Party of God, basing its name on the Quran, 5:56 "… lo! the party of Allah, they are victorious" was established, due in part to the passing on and transmutation of Sadr's ideological legacy.  A cleric by the name of  Sayyid Muhammad Hussein Fadlallah, became the inspiration of this group.  Fadlallah, of a Lebanese scholarly family, born and schooled in Najaf, Iraq, came to Beirut in the 1960s.  He was radicalized when the Maronite militias drove out the Shi'a of his Beiruti neighborhood of Nab'a in 1976.   A hundred Lebanese students in Iraq who were expelled by the Iraqi authorities for their support of the Islamist Da'wa party  became the core of his followers. 

A few Iranian dissidents had sought shelter in Lebanon before the Iranian revolution and were aided by the Palestinian Resistance Movement.   Among them were Muhammad Muntaziri, and Ali Akbar Muhtashimi who later became the Iranian ambassador to Syria, and Mustafa Chamran who became chairman of the Higher Defense Council, minister of defense, and co-founder of the Revolutionary Guards.
 

       After the revolution, Iran established contacts with Fadlallah and his supporters.  The Islamic Revolution had some regional, even global ambitions.  When the Israeli invasion of 1982 paralyzed the country, and displaced hundreds and thousands of Southerners, the Iranians intended to help Hizbullah resist the Israelis through the Islamic Resistance movement and aid a population that could not care for itself.   Syria, then deploying many troops in the Biqa' valley wanted to encourage Shica uprising during the Civil war if it could be directed against the Israelis.  For that reason and due to its own foreign policy ties with Iran (as the enemy of Iraq, Syria allowed Iran to send 1000 to 2000 (different figures are reported)  Revolutionary Guards to the Biqa' valley which served as the secondary cradle to Hizbullah.

 Fadlallah did not lead Hizbullah, but the Party regarded him as their ideologist.   Earlier on, he questioned Khomeini's doctrine of vilayat e-faqih (lit. governance by the jurist, in which the 'ulama should have political authority) but edged closer in time to this principle.  The Party embraced Khomeinism.

Hizbullah sprang to the attention of the West because of violent rhetoric and actions aimed at the West and Israel.  Many of these, including the bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut and kidnapping of hostages were actually undertaken by smaller affiliate, uncontrollable groups.  Hizbullah would not formally disavow such activities, however, and embraced the slogan  "Death to America and Israel" – arising from their analysis of Western penetration of the region, and American support for Israel. 



Under the aegis of an Islamic Society, the party set up a range of social services including two hospitals, clinics, pharmacies, small textile factories, and workshops.  It gave aid for books for students and scholarships, paid for rural water projects, published a newspaper, and opened a radio station.

Another radical Islamist group was the Organization of the Islamic Jihad which was probably led by Imad Mughniyah.  This group kidnapped Western targets, assassinated foreigners, attacked the American embassy, American and French peacekeeping troops, including the previously mentioned attack on the 241 US marines.  This group  bombed the US and  French embassies in Kuwait in 1983 to protest Kuwait's support of Iraq.


The main reason for Hizbullah's involvement in hostage taking was in order to demand that imprisoned members be freed elsewhere.   For such purposes, operatives hijacked an American plane in 1985 and Kuwaiti aircraft in 1984 and 1988.   It took Iranian influence to effect the release of some Western hostages in what we know now to have been a trade for arms, one in which Oliver North was implicated.  


Hizbullah's  culama (religious authorities) and inner circle were targets for car bombings (80 killed in 1985) and targets for the Israelis who killed Sayyid Abbas al-Musawi and his family, and abducted Shaykh Ubayd.  The Party also fought with Amal and such conflicts were ended through mediation with Syria and Iran




Under the Ta'if accords, Hizbullah, alongside all other armed groups was to give up its armed status and goals to claim territory through warfare in Lebanon.  Consequently, the post-war period has seen the party focus on political gains through the electoral process, and to some degree with the aid of redistricting.  Hizbullah evacuated the Lebanese army barracks near Ba'lbak finally in 1992 and disarmed in Beirut.  In the Biqa, a violent schism arose between two factions of the Party.  Shaykh Tufayli led one faction, and declared a popular Revolt of the Hungry to protest the demilitarization of Hizbullah and the poor regional economic conditions.  The Lebanese Army came in to violently subdue his supporters in their seminary in 1997.  Survivors lost their monthly stipends, resulting in some diminishment of support for the Party in Brital and Ba'lbak. 
  In the South, Hizbullah continued battling the Israelis and the SLA, doing considerable damage with anti-personnel weaponry and forcing an early Israeli withdrawal, and the flight of the SLA.  In light of this military campaign, which could not be waged by the government, and Hizbullah's   provision of important services to the population, like electricity and water at the end of the War, which the government could not provide, Lebanese tended  to regard the Party as possessing integrity.
 


 The party remains a political force in post- civil war Lebanon,  with its own political candidates.   It was predicted that its prestige would diminish with an Israeli withdrawal, but this has not as yet occurred.  No apparent trace of direct Iranian connections remain, and Hizbollah's social and economic projects appear to be flourishing on their own,
 but it is believed that Iran continues to financially sponsor certain activities of the organization.  


The Civil War therefore decreased the degree of secular neo-

Nationalism among the Shi'a (and some Christians) but it is in the central Lebanese governments best interest to find a means of encouraging pan-confessional links, especially among the young.  It would also be in the government's interest to promote economic growth in the depressed areas of the Biqa Valley and portions of the South, regardless of the presence of Hizbullah sentiment or sympathizers. 

From War to Peace


Lebanese differed in their versions of the war and attribution of its sources.  Theodor Hanf studied such differing perspectives in the period 1981-1987.  He found that more moderate Christians located outside the areas controlled by Lebanese Forces did not believe that class conflict had led to the war.  They felt that the older, and now deceased or retired leaders had been better.  Militant Christians who tended to be younger and poorer than their moderate counterparts similarly lent no credence to class conflict, supported the newer leaders, yet presumed that the internal conflict would continue even without foreign interference.  Amal supporters, particularly those who were religious Muslims, and who were also young, poorer and less educated did see the war as an outgrowth of conflict between the rich and poor.  They also believed that it would end inconclusively without foreign intervention,


As the conditions in Lebanon further degenerated in the 1980s, Syrian influence rose, with US and Israeli concerns linked accordingly to that Syrian role.  But this also meant that three powerful Arab states, Syria, Egypt and Saudi Arabia made various efforts to settle the conflict between the Lebanese factions now continuing their battles under younger leaders, Karami had been assassinated in 1987,  Walid Jumblatt had succeeded Kamal, and a certain number of the Christian leaders had been killed and replaced as well.


In the late 1980s the terrible toll of snipers, assassinations and kidnappings was borne by the population.  External efforts at settlement were met with some degrees of resistance by the militias.  The militias were able to collect protections monies from citizens, hijack goods and derive profits from them and a drug trade.  They were also involved in various sorts of financial speculation to the extent that these affected the currency rate.
  Their aim was to acquire more territory, and their practical effect to cantonize the country.   But what incentive would they have to stop fighting?  They would lose their small militia-paid salaries.

 
 Michel cAwn was selected as Prime Minister in place of Salim Hoss' caretaker government, and as Hoss refused to yield, the Lebanese witnessed a bizarre line-up of a dual prime ministry and no president in 1988.   The Lebanese Forces produced Samir Jaja who revolted against state efforts to control his militia, but acquiesced after quite a struggle ito cAwn.     


Constitutional and political reforms had been continuously suggested throughout the conflict.  However, when each accord or truce was broken, the terms of such reform remained to be drawn up and agreed upon.  Most parties had acquiesced to the principal of a 50/50 Muslim Christian representation.   With the stage set for peace, cAwn tried to force his control over Muslim ports and fighting broke out in Beirut again.  During this stage and for some years the population suffered horribly.  The government deliberately and completely cut off water and electricity to Muslim West Beirut and the southern suburbs.  At this point, and for some years beyond the official "peace," Hizbullah brought water in to these areas in water tankers, tested it, dug wells, repaired sewers, put in electricity lines and built power stations. 

The Ta'if accords were concluded in 1989 guaranteeing modification of the National pact, and some reining-in of Presidential powers.   The newly elected President, Rene Mu'awwad was assassinated a month later (Israel, Iraq and cAwn were accused of complicity).   Hence, a Syrian approved candidate, Ilyas Hrawi, a Maronite of the Biqa' became President, and the tasks of settling down to peace, disarming the militias and preparing for new elections began. 

There were dark views of the terms of peace.  Those who were willing to meet with the "hold-out" cAwn, like the Sunni Mufti of Lebanon, Shaykh Hassan Khalid was assassinated as was the Sunni deputy for the Biqa, Nazem Kadri who supported Syrian withdrawal from the Biqa'.    To some, the Taif agreement represented a horrible peace ending a horrible war in that it curtailed Lebanon's independence from Syria.   

The Syrian presence in Lebanon has to some degree decreased physically, but increased psychologically, as various Lebanese entities demonstrated their loyalty to  Assad and his regime.  The Syrian government treated Lebanon as its feudal outlying possession.  Smuggling of contraband, like drugs, and items forbidden from import into Syria made up an entire area of economic pursuit from with the Syrian army benefited.  (See Chapter Three on Syria) 


The Lebanese, who wrote incessantly since the outbreak of the Civil War of peace on the horizon, of the resurgence of Lebanon not only as a place, but an ideal, worked together on reconstruction.   Prime Minister Hariri devoted a great deal of his own personal wealth to reconstruction efforts.  The project he helped to sponsor, the resurrection of the old downtown area by the group, Solidarité, was nearly completed when I visited in the summer of 2000.  The project was controversial in some ways as well; driving out the peddlers and small business owners with a gentrified business district that clearly aims to cater to a new elite.   In contrast to the beautiful yellow colonial-era structures of the project, much of the rest of the city, particularly the southern suburbs remain a nightmare a rubble, damage too substantial to repair and illegal and informal structures housing refugees from other parts of Lebanon.  

The country remains in a delicate economic state, with shortages, infrastructure problems, and does not yet receive the sorts of transnational aid that it might have, due to its former status on the US terrorist list.  Treaties signed with Syria in 1993 and 1994 allow Syria to import fruits and vegetables into Lebanon at prices that are so low, the Lebanese farmers cannot compete.
  Lebanese also complain of the large numbers of Syrian male migrant laborers working in construction for low pay, while shops and restaurants also hire Syrian female workers at lower than average salaries.   There are high levels of Lebanese un- and under-employment,  and very high prices and property values due to inflation.   It is not at all clear how the state will go about addressing these economic concerns.

How can Lebanon best pursue its nationalist policies and ideals in order to avoid any recurrence of war?   There has been much discussion about the nature of civil consciousness, ways of alleviating center/periphery distortions, but the war definitely separated confessional groups from each other and produced in consequence separate visions of the war's causes, as well as Lebanon's identity.  Salibi calls for a rewriting of history, an end once and for all to the myths supporting a dual Phonenician/Arab past.
 Other scholars hope that social and spatial engineering can create ties across groups in the future,
 while the general public talks anxiously of ways to diminish sectarianism – supposedly one of the chief aims of the Ta'if accords.  Such concerns were particularly apparent after a Sunni Islamist uprising in Dinine in early 2000, and with continued debates over the Hrawi-proposed voluntary civil marriage law, which many religious leaders have firmly refused to agree to.  Such disputes illustrate the curious lack of "civil" space within a decidedly modern society, one that has recovered the consociational bases of its national myth for now, but where many long for a different basis of consensus, and stronger bonds to maintain tolerance. 
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