Shofar and the Jubilee Year: Misery Loves Company
Parshas Behar contains both the mitzvah of the Shmitah [Sabbatical] year and the mitzvah of the Yovel [Jubilee] year. The Yovel year follows seven of the seven-year Shmitah cycles. This 50th year was basically an extra year of Shmitah, an extra year of "rest" for the land. 

In addition to the standard agricultural restrictions of Shmitah, there is a positive command to blow a "Tekiah" blast from the Shofar on the Yom Kippur (10 Tishrei) of the Yovel year. This Shofar blast announces: "You shall sanctify the fiftieth year and proclaim freedom throughout the land for all its inhabitants; it is a yovel year for you, and you shall return, each man to his ancestral heritage and you shall return, each man to his family." [Vayikra 25:10]. 

The halachik import of this last pasuk [verse] (which happens to be inscribed on the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia) is that all Hebrew indentured servants go free during the Yovel year. When the Shofar was sounded on Yom Kippur of the 50th year, it signaled the time for all the indentured servants to leave their masters and return to their homes. The Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 331) offers a psychological reason for the blowing of the Shofar on this occasion. 

The Sefer HaChinuch writes that it was very hard for the owners to give up their long-time servants. Imagine a business owner who has a dedicated worker who has been with the company for many years or decades. All of a sudden, he must let the worker go. It is not so easy to do. 

This is the meaning of the Chinuch. When one hears the Shofar on Yovel, he realizes that everyone is in the same boat regarding freeing his servants, and that makes it easier. 
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