	The Shofar
click on image for shofar sound 
(133kb wav) 

or here for same in mp3 format

The Shofar is the ritual instrument of the ancient and modern Hebrews, the only Hebrew cultural instrument to have survived until now. Of martial origin, the shofar was a priestly instrument in Biblical times. According to the Mishna, two different forms of shofar were used in the Temple: one made of ibex horn, its bell ornamented with gold, was sounded at New Year and during the Yovel Days; one made of ram's horn with silver ornamentation was sounded on fast days.
	


	We learn from the Mishna and the Talmud that in the Hellenistic period no improvements or modifications that might affect the tone were permitted: no gold-plating of its interior, no plugging of holes, no alteration of its length (the minimum permissible length of a ritually approved horn was 3 handbreadths); the shofar tone was to be preserved unaltered. Nor was the process of steaming or boiling permitted. Apart from its liturgical uses the shofar was closely connected with magical symbolism. Its blast destroyed the walls of Jericho, and in the Dead Sea scrolls we read that during battles shofar blowers sounded a powerful war cry to instill fear into the hearts of the enemy while priests blew the six trumpets of killing. Historically the shofar has also served in a number of popular usages: it was sounded during rites to bring rain, in the event of local disasters, and so on. In our times its liturgical use is restricted to New Year (Rosh Hashanah) and the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur).
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Musica Antiqua's shofar is really a bone cornette made from a horn of an African ox. It has six finger holes to aid playing notes between partials of the closed horn. 

Musica Antiqua Instruments
Additional Resources: 

· Sounding the Shofar 

· Blow the Shofar 

· the Shofar - Instrument of God 

· Shofar - the trumpet of the Hebrews 

· the significance of the Shofar 

· sounding the Shofar 

· Shofar Users Manual 

· C. Adler: 'The Shofar, its Use and Origin', Smithsonian Annual Report (1892) 

· S. Zalman of Ladi: Shulhan Arukh shel haRav (Vilna, 1905) 

· S. Y. Agnon: Days of Awe (New York, 1948) 

· A. Sendrey: Music in Ancient Israel (New York, 1969) 

· S. Hofman: Miqra'ey Musica (Tel-Aviv, 1974) 

http://www.music.iastate.edu/antiqua/shofar.htm
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