Read a Fish
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Use the chart below to help you as you examine your fish, then answer the questions on the next page.

	Body Shape:

· Flat from top to bottom

· Flat from side to side

· Snake-like

· Round

· Torpedo shape

· Ribbon shape

· Flat bottom
	Mouth Position:

· Wide upturned

· Slated toward top

· Long, skinny nose with mouth at end

· Mouth on underside

· Beak like

· Lower jaw extends beyond upper jaw

· No jaws
	Tail Fin:

· Round

· Square

· Forked

· Indented

· Double Truncate

· Pointed – fin present

· Pointed – fin not present

· Naked – without rays on tip

	Dorsal Fins:

· One 

· Two 

· Three

· Adipose

· Continuous dorsal fin

· Spines on any fins?

· Rays on any fins?

	Pectoral Fins:

· Pointed

· Rounded

· Flowing 

· Leg like

	Pelvic Fin:

· Pelvic fins present

· No pelvic fins


	Other Fins:
· Anal fin present

· No anal fin
· Finlets 
	Lateral Line:

· Lateral line visible

· No lateral line visible

	Gills:

· Gill cover – operculum

· Gill slits - #?
	Eyes:

· On both sides of head

· On same side of head

· On top of head
	Scales:

· No scales

· Placoid -Tooth like scales

· Ganoid – rhomboid in shape

· Cycloid – most common

	Coloration:

· Counter shading

· Mottled

· Horizontal stripes

· Vertical stripes

· Colors?

	Mouth:

· Teeth?

· Tongue?
	Defense:

· Spines

· Camouflage

· Poison
· False eye spot

· Electricity


	Special Features:

· Spiracles

· Barbels

	Nostrils:

1) One

2) Two

3) At end of snout

4) Top of body

5) Underside of body


1. Where does your fish live in the ocean?  How do you know?

2. What does your fish eat?  How do you  know?

3. How does your fish feed?  How do you know?

4. How does your fish swim?  How do you know?

5. How does your fish protect itself?  How do you know?

6. What special adaptations does your fish have?
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