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THE EFFECTS OF GLOBALIZATION ON THE POOR AND OTHER DISADVANTAGED GROUPS IN LIBERIA
Introduction

The purpose of this paper is to examine how globalization has affected the poor and other disadvantaged groups in Liberia, a war torn African nation that has recently reached a tenuous peace agreement. To narrow the focus of the examination below the definition of globalization will be “seeing the world as a single shrinking entity.”
 While it is not possible to discuss every effect of globalization on the poor and other disadvantaged groups in Liberia, the effects discussed below are intended to be representative of the larger picture.
Facts
Poor and Other Disadvantaged Groups in Liberia


Plagued by war for over 14 years, most of the population of Liberia is greatly impoverished. Approximately 80% of the population lives below the poverty line,
 75% have no access to safe water, and an estimated 78% are illiterate.
 Two of the other primary disadvantaged groups, most of whom are also impoverished, are the majority of women and girls who were repeatedly raped and the children soldiers who were often kidnapped and then forced to fight.

Founding of Liberia

Liberia’s population and its very existence as a nation are results of globalization. “The founding of Liberia is inextricably linked to the abolition of slavery in America” because it was created for freed slaves of African descent most of whom were from the United States. The remainder of the Liberian population is descended from Africans who migrated to the geographic area of Liberia sometime between 1100 AD and 1400 AD from other parts of Africa.
 These two populations represent two out of the three historical shifts toward globalization: colonization and great human migrations.

International Human Rights Laws


The three primary factions of the Liberian civil war — former government of Liberia, the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD), and the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) — have committed to promote “full respect for international humanitarian law and human rights.”
 International law, created from the norms of acceptable behavior of governments, limits national sovereignty. These laws limit how states can treat their citizens and provide guidelines for responding to governments that violate the laws. In addition to outlawing the abuse of human rights, “international law prohibits amnesty for crimes such as genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and other serious violations of international humanitarian law,” many of which were committed by each of the factions.

Worldwide Attention and Support

The advent of the internet and other world-wide methods of instant communication have drastically changed the flow of information. These new tools have allowed groups such as Amnesty International to publicize crises and human rights violations around the world. The “increased visibility of Liberia in the international media and indications of more promising political and security environment” has significantly increased “donor interest and support to humanitarian efforts.”
 

As a result of the attention Liberia has recently received, the United Nations Development Group was able to sponsor a two day conference at which approximately 110 nations pledged over $500 million in support. Liberia had previously requested financial support with little response from the global community.

In addition to monetary support, the military support of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) is a critical element for providing protection to the Liberian population.
 “It is clear that the presence of international troops deployed since 4 August 2003, when ECOWAS forces authorized by the UN Security Council diffused the crisis in Monrovia, has afforded some protection to civilians.”
 Unfortunately, the military support supplied to UNMIL has not always been comparable to the support pledged by states and “[troops] arrival and deployment in Liberia has been delayed.”

Migration Across Borders

Despite UN Resolution 1478 (2003)
 which appeals states in the region to end any and all military support of the Liberian factions “combatants who continue to perpetrate serious human rights abuses have received arms, ammunition and other military support from across Liberia’s borders. Arms and fighters cross back and forth across the borders between Liberia, Côte d’ Ivoire, Guinea and Sierra Leone.”


These same borders have also been a source of protection for the victims of the civil war. During the more violent periods of the civil war many Liberians ignored the national boundaries and “at times during its recent civil conflict, these neighbors [Guinea, Cote d’ Ivoire, and Sierra Leone] provided shelter to refugees that fled the fighting.”

Analysis
The facts discussed above clearly show that the shrinking of the world, i.e. globalization, has affected Liberians. It is less clear, however, if the effect on the poor and other disadvantaged groups has been negative or positive. This is discussed below.
Negative Effects

Several of the aspects of globalization discussed above have been detrimental to the poor and other disadvantaged groups in Liberia. Perhaps the very creation of Liberia has been difficult for the population. Coming from disparate backgrounds, descendants of freed American slaves and native Africans must have different cultures with disparate needs, desires, and views of appropriate governance. It is difficult for diverse groups to work together and it is possible these groups didn’t have the necessary resources for cooperation.
The flow of people, weapons, and finances across borders has certainly hurt the poor and other disadvantaged groups in Liberia. Each of the factions used the resources gained outside of Liberia’s borders to continue fighting each other and to abuse the women and children as described above.
Finally, the lack of aid and protection from the international community during the civil war was devastating. It is possible to argue that this neglect is not globalization but anti-globalization. It is also possible that the world is still a very big place and that there are many conflicts and problems which must be addressed and that the nations of the world, out of necessity, choose involvement where they believe they can have the greatest impact.

Positive Effects


Many of the effects of globalization have also had a very positive effect on the poor and disadvantaged groups of Liberia. The creation of new homeland gave descendants of freed slaves the opportunity to create a new identity and a previously unknown sovereignty over their own destiny.
The ability to migrate across the borders has also been very important to the poor and disadvantaged groups in Liberia. The ability to flee the violence of the civil war has saved lives and protected girls and women from rape and children from becoming forced soldiers.
Perhaps the most important effect of globalization on the poor and other disadvantaged groups of Liberia has been the existence of international human rights laws. While nations around the world have not always immediately responded to stop the violation of human rights, these laws are the basis of action that is taken. For example, UNMIL’s presence in Liberia, which as discussed above has been critical to the well-being of the Liberian population, is directly a result of international human rights laws. 
Conclusion

While not all of the effects are positive, Liberia and its citizens have definitely been affected by globalization, and on balance globalization has helped the poor and other disadvantaged groups. Global attention and support will be absolutely necessary in the coming years if Liberia is to fully stabilize and become a contributing member of the global society.
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� As defined by Prof. Kamal in his course Globalization and Its Impact on the State at NYU Wagner.


� The poverty line is defined as living on less than US$1 per day.


� Liberia: United Nations Development Assistance Framework (a modified UNDAF) 2003-2005 by the UNCT, pg 1


� Liberia by Amnesty International, pg 6


� Derived from the word “Liberty” which is “the raison d’être” for Liberia’s creation (Liberia CCA by the UNCT in Liberia, paragraph 7).


� Liberia CCA by the UNCT in Liberia, paragraph 7


� The third shift is exploration and exchange of goods. These shifts have been defined by Prof. Kamal in his course Globalization and Its Impact on the State at NYU Wagner.


� Excerpt of the peace agreement between the 3 factions quoted in Liberia by Amnesty International, pgs 1-2


� Liberia by Amnesty International, pg 8


� Liberia 2004: (CAP) by UNOCHA, pg 5


� UNDG has not yet published this statistic as far as I’m aware, but I interned with UNDGO at this conference and these were the numbers announced at the end of the second day. One of the focuses of this conference was that the denial of aid to Liberia in the past had been devastating for the region as the effects of its civil war spread far beyond its borders.


� Liberia by Amnesty International, pg 1


� Liberia by Amnesty International, pg 3


� Liberia by Amnesty International, pg 4


� The resolution calls “all states in the region cease military support for armed groups in neighbouring countries, take action to prevent armed individuals and groups from using their territory to prepare and commit attacks on neighbouring countries and refrain from any action that might contribute to further destabilization of the situation in the region” (Liberia by Amnesty International, pg 10).


� Liberia by Amnesty International, pgs 9-10


� Liberia CCA by the UNCT in Liberia, paragraph 2
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