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"Follow your dreams, you can reach your goals, I'm living proof. Beefcake. BEEFCAKE!"
Issue Four

Editor: Snowball

Sex Bracelet’s in St.Fx!!
     Free sex for everyone at St.Fx! Well that’s at least what the administration believes. Out of every rule that has been put in place next year, regarding our uniforms, the sex bracelets rule is the most ridiculous one on the list of many. Does the administration really think that by breaking a jelly bracelet off a girls arm, she will give them a sexual favor? The guy who breaks it will get no more then a good smack to the face. The sex bracelet urban legend started in the United States in the early millennium. Most may recognize them from the eighties, when Madonna made them popular by always sporting an armload of them. But instead of being a fashion statement, parents (and the administration) are worried that the students are taking up the sexual nature of the bracelets. For those who are unaware of the sex bracelets rules, they go something like this: Any guy who break off a sex bracelet, will get a certain sexual favor from the girl whose arm it came. The sexual favor co-insides with the color of the bracelet that he breaks. The colors and meanings are:

 Yellow: hugging 

 Purple: kissing 

 Red: lap dance 

 Blue: oral sex 

 Black: the Full Monty.

Maybe the administration should think about hiring monitors to wander the halls and make sure that no sexual acts are going on in the change rooms and in the janitor’s closet. After all they should have enough money to hire the monitors with all the money they are going to be making from the new uniform pants rule. Other schools in Moncton, New Brunswick banned the bracelets earlier this year. But the thing that bothers me the most is not one person in any of the schools has admitted to actually playing this game. I think that every teen knows that if they are going to participate in sexual acts, on their own time, they won’t be using any stupid bracelets. To any adults reading this with concern about their own children, who may not want to listen to a teen, listen to the words of Doctor Sandra Byers, who is a psychologist who studies sexual behaviour. "First of all, there's no evidence that jelly bracelets are actually sex bracelets. The majority of kids that are using the bracelets aren't using them to have sex. A lot of people think it's actually a media myth. There's only one solution. That's is for parents to maintain an open dialogue with their children about sex."

· Snowball

RE: Sex Bracelets in St.Fx

     This is in reply to the article Snowball has written about the “sex bracelet scandal”, that is currently going on in the United States and in our home and native land. This issue, for lack of a better word, is S-T-U-P-I-D!!! As a female who currently wears these bracelets, I had no idea about this issue until one day when I was watching Dr. Phil with my mom. When this topic arose, I was even more surprised then she was about the whole thing. 

    What is our world coming to?!?!? I still wear these bracelets and wear them proud because this idea is ridiculous. Do adults and administration actually think that kids will begin to run out to the backfield and have sex because a guy broke a rubber bracelet? They’ll do it anyway without them! As an owner of these bracelets, I know first hand that they are EXTREMELY hard to break, and if a guy broke one of my bracelets, I’d smack him up side the head, not go off and give him… well you get the point.

   So, I think that of all things the school should be worrying about, it shouldn’t be these bracelets. Talk to your kids about this stuff and they’ll tell you, if kids really want to play sex games, or if they really want to go off and do it… they will, and banning these bracelets won’t stop it! Plus by banning these “sex” bracelets and making such a big deal, don’t you think that the school is just perpetuating the problem and making people more interested in these “evil” bracelets? We all know making something illegal or banning something always makes it more enticing!!

- Padfoot   

Justice for Cafeteria Waiting Students:

     The majority of student in St. Francis Xavier know that if you don’t have a drivers license or a ride to school during exams, it really sucks. In past years, students with exams in the afternoon were forced to “study” in the cafeteria in complete silence. I don’t know about you guys, but I cannot be forced to study in that kind of environment. Not to mention the fact that the silent 3 hours before the exam made me stress out even more. This is not to say that all teachers forced the students into this unnecessary torture chamber (Although I won’t name the one’s who did). I was extremely pleased to walk into the cafeteria in the morning of one of my afternoon exams and see a few of my friends blasting some great music and even playing video games. The 3 hours before the exam were completely stress free and I was not even slightly nervous about the exam I was about to venture into. Needless to say, I went into the exam and did a lot better than I would have if my nose had been forced into a book all morning. Another thing that I felt compelled to put into this article was the afternoons in exams. For those of us who couldn’t take a noon bus because they didn’t drop us anywhere close to our homes, it was a nightmare to stay in the afternoon without an exam. Because of some past problems, I won’t name the teacher, but I will tell you what goes on. The afternoon was much like the mornings, sit in silence and study for 3 hours before you go home, and if you don’t have any more exams, just sit in silence. Not to mention the constant harassment from a certain teacher about how, She’s not there to baby-sit us, so next time we have to go home on noon buses. After numerous times of trying to explain my situation (s)he decided to just send the few of us to the library to suffer under “A certain librarians” strict rules. As if that wasn’t enough, the teacher who sent us there, returned a few times just to harass the students about not staying if they didn’t have exams because (s)he is not “our babysitter”.

I’m hoping that by the time exams roll around next year that we can work it out that the students are allowed to listen to music on a stereo and play games before an exam, and student be allowed to stay in the afternoon and hang out in the cafeteria with their friends. 

· Snowball


“I can make a difference…I can, I can, I can.”

Success for Online Students

       I know a lot of students out there don’t want to try to improve our school because they don’t think they will be taken seriously. Well, here’s some light for the end of you tunnel. When the online center was first created the working conditions were border-lining unbearable. At first it was only a few students who voiced their opinion about the unbearable heat and the power crazed librarian. Well with the help of Mr. Letendre, we were able to work out a guideline of rules that both the students, and the librarian had to follow. They also got the LAN space worked out so that they could work without the fear of having their work erased. And by the time summer came around the students fought and were able to get an air conditioner for the remainder of the school year and for all students taking future online courses. Let this be a lesson to all you students out there who are too afraid to voice their opinion, speak up! Don’t just be another follower of the rules that you don’t agree with. If you don’t like the way things are going, talk to a teacher or the principal about the situation. If you do it in a professional manner, they will have to listen to you and your opinions. Change is just a voice away.

· Snowball
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“I will be heard!!”
Yes, Sir, this IS a Thong

What’s Stopping us….

One sunny after noon in my last period class at the end of the school year, there was an announcement over the PA. “Would every class send one student down to pickup the newsletters.” First thing I thought was “Oh, hooray another newsletter!”

To be honest, I don’t read the newsletters. I simply flip to the back and take a look at a calendar. Don’t get me wrong, I’m sure there’s lots of good reading material for the bathroom, but this issue was different. I heard several of my classmates roar in anger saying such words as “dress code” and “uniforms”. I couldn’t expect anything but bad news. I took a glance at the whole room and everyone was not pleased one bit. I flipped the pages until I saw a list of regulations set by the school for uniforms. What I saw made my mouth drop, and I stared blankly at the paper for minutes in awe. Tucked in shirts, regulation socks (white, blue and grey), under shirts cannot have writing on them or designs, buttoned shirts, no rebellious makeup or sexual implying makeup, and no bracelets or spikes on your arms. I can understand the spikes, considering they can hurt some one (I know from experience), but the studs should be fine. The closest thing they might do is act as brass knuckles, which I have never seen anyone in the school use, and I don’t encourage anyone to do so. They are harmless. Also, no rings on the arms or wrists are allowed. I don’t understand this, considering that they can cause no bodily harm what so ever, oh wait, sorry; you can strangle someone with them (if they are 2 months old). Rebellious and sexual makeup…every last girl in the school who wears makeup in the school, I think, does not wear it to imply anything. I have asked a few friends of mine why they wear makeup, and the answers that I got were all related one way or another; “I only wear it to make me look better than I already am.” “Because I look bad without it? And I like it.”  “Because it makes me look better. If its done right that is ha ha” I have not encountered one person yet that has told me that they liked make up because they wanted sex or implied sex. I think I speak for everyone when I say that everyone in the school is guilty of the “crime” of making themselves look better. Finally we get to the big issue that everyone is enraged about. People want to run the streets with uniforms on fire on a stick, chanting and yelling because of this one dress code rule: The Pants. With the new dress code in affect, everyone must buy all McCarthy pants form now on. I remember the first year of uniforms; we didn’t have to buy McCarthy pants, but everyone did anyway, because we didn’t know right away where to get khaki pants. It was a new word for us in our personal dictionary (it’s that green little hairy fruit thing right?). I remember them being just under 40 dollars a pair, which was very expensive for such awful value and quality. The pants ripped and fell apart the first half of the year, and they were uncomfortable and VERY itchy. They easily rip when you touch the semi-sharp edges on the fold-up tables. They continued to shrink every time you washed them, BUT they kept their color.

Eventually, most of the people in the school learnt not to buy McCarthy pants, go to the good old’ Wal-Mart and get some high quality, low priced, unbelievably comfortable khakis for a low-low price of 15 dollars! I doubt many read the previous issue of the Chicken Hawk, but it had some very useful information concerning the uniforms. 

“Another problem that I see with this new rule is that people will buy 2 or 3 pairs of the pants next year, and will virtually refuse to buy more pants when theirs start to fall into disrepair. I have a vision of 600 people walking the schools of St. FX wearing tatters of McCarthy clothing. Ok… so it won’t be that bad, but you get the idea.” 


“I would like to think that St. FX is doing this for more than the money (5%) that they get out of the deal. When 600 people buy 2 pairs (most people will probably get more than 2) of pants each , the school will make nearly $3000. Really, it is the only reason that I can see for the school (or even the school board) to implement the new rule. Students will not be more successful, they will be uncomfortable, and they will have worn out pants after a couple years.” Demosthenes     I just thought everyone should be aware of that…

In conclusion, I don’t agree with the uniforms, I encourage everyone to protest this by informing your parents about he new dress code and getting them to call in complaining. 

One more thing before I go: What’s stopping us from all coming to school with no uniform? Your right.

By: Infested
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“Hey I got a secret for you, your voice can be heard in the chicken hawk.. Just email articles to Snowball at stfxchickenhawk@yahoo.com”

Zero Bully Tolerance Policy

What’s stopping us….
Remember that first day the Chicken Hawk was revealed to our beautiful institution of education? Was it not a glorious day for the students? From my perspective, I saw something that changed the way I looked at someone. Two teacher advisors were mentioned in the first issue of the chicken hawk in one of the articles written by Trevor the Vampire. “It's not Student Council's fault that STFX sucks, it's Mr. Baldwin's and Mr. Lannin's.  Blame those deserving of blame, and get them off OUR council.” (note: I have no side on whether or not they do their job right or not in student council.) Mr. Lannin became quite angry because of these two sentences. He stormed the halls, in search for the writers and editors of the chicken hawk, with intentions of getting them in a great deal of trouble, or as much trouble as his power could allowed him to do. I saw him a few times throughout the lunch period asking people where they got their copy of the Chicken Hawk, with hopes of “justice”. I was standing in front of the cafeteria, when I saw Mr. Lannin pull some one aside from his friends. I later learned this was one Kyle Johnson. He had a copy at one point that day and had passed it on to others who were very eager to read it. Mr. Lannin pulled him aside and began to interrogate him. His face was very close to Mr. Johnson’s, and with an angry look he demanded to know where he had got his copy of the Chicken hawk from. Kyle had got it from Brenden Perry and gave it to Nathan Aubin. Lannin demanded that Kyle would find that copy, and would bring it directly to him when found. You had to see his face that that point. Mr. Lannin had no right to roughly pull Mr. Johnson aside and do that to him. The least he could have done was gently pull him aside and ask him where he got the issue. I’m sorry, but if I were Kyle, I would have told Mr. Lannin to get away from me, and not have told him anything. If Mr. Lannin was doing his job properly or not, he was written about because of something that he did, it’s his fault, and no one else’s. Lannin does have his ups and downs for teaching, and I think any teacher has that, or even anyone that does anything in their life for that matter. I didn’t think Lannin was a very bad teacher before, but from what happen that day, I see him as a completely different person.

The truth hurts.

(Editor’s note: None of the students named had anything to do with the writing of this article.  In no way should any of them be penalized for the article written by Infested)

By: Infested
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This is the article about the chicken hawk that was in the Ottawa Citizen on July 20th.


Tuesday, July 20, 2004

An Eastern Ontario high school student who was suspended for a "derogatory" article in an unofficial school newspaper, says he is the victim of censorship and wants the power of principals to stifle free expression curbed.

Last month, Patrick Yeon, a 17-year-old Grade 12 student at St. Francis Xavier Catholic High School in Hammond, near Russell, was suspended for 10 days for publishing an alternative newspaper in which two teachers were criticized for undermining the student council.

In the article, deemed offensive by school principal Sergio Coccia, the writer, under the name "Trevor the Vampire," described the two teachers as "real idiots who simply kiss Mr. Coccia's butt instead of actually try and help the council."

The principal said the article was "derogatory and condescending" to the teachers and even though Patrick was not the writer, he was suspended after he acknowledged publishing and distributing the pamphlet. Mr. Coccia said it is not up to students to decide what they want to publish in schools. The Education Act gives school authorities the power to decide what material is appropriate to circulate in schools.

"We allow students to express themselves, but in this case, he crossed the line with the two teachers," the principal said yesterday.

"This is not about free speech or free expression. We have standards to uphold in our school and you can't go around writing information that is character defamation."

Patrick, who is heading to Carleton University to study electrical engineering, disagrees, saying school authorities used their power to intimidate him and suppress views that are contrary to theirs.

"This was censorship. I saw myself as giving the students a voice. I feel that I've been punished wrongly."

This is the latest in a spate of controversies over censorship and free speech in schools. In 2000, the editor of the Sir Robert Borden High School newspaper was suspended for three days for publishing an article deemed by a vice-principal to be offensive. The same year, a Cornwall teen was expelled and charged with a criminal offence for writing a fictional essay about a bullied boy who blows up his school. The case ignited a fierce debate about free speech, drawing in such luminaries as Canadian author Margaret Atwood.

Patrick's problems began last month when he decided to publish an alternative school newspaper because he didn't like the direction the school was taking and he felt the vast majority of students couldn't speak up.

The school newspaper, the Falcon, was being run by the school administration and didn't reflect student views and concerns. His particular problem was an administration plan to turn St. Francis Xavier into an arts school, similar to Canterbury High School in Ottawa. Many didn't like this idea, but couldn't speak out and he founded the Chicken Hawk to give voice to those cut out by the Falcon. Twelve copies of the Hawk were distributed clandestinely to selected students who were asked to pass them on to other students.

The following article was sent to me by email from an elementary teacher in New Jersey.

Dear sir/miss, 

I am an elementary school science teacher in New Jersey. Even as an instructor in a public school, fighting for academic freedom and free exchange of ideas is an uphill battle. 

The educational environment is supposed to enhance the free exchange of ideas (hence the reason for the existence of the double edged sword of "tenure" for faculty). In fact, free exchange of ideas is truly the whole point of educational institutions. Otherwise, only purely non-academic trade "schools" and training programs would be all the instruction that would be needed in a (totalitarian) society. However, the reality of free speech in public schools is completely the opposite, and no where more so than in the student "press" which ends up being nothing more than a mouthpiece (read: propaganda) for the administration, even at the college level.

So, I say good work to you, and I hope every school in the western world develops such an organized tool to encourage true freedom of ideas.

Sincerely, 

Dr. C. 
North Brunswick, NJ 


I would first like to start this article off by first stating this: I enjoy Chicken Hawk. I believe it is a great way to have your voice heard. But as I have been constantly keeping an update on the issues, I have noticed a few things. Almost every issue has an article that mentions one of the following: Uniforms, student council, individuality. I understand that as students, you’re all very pissed off about this. But think of it through the school’s perspective. 

It is quite understandable why there would be censorship as mentioned in Issue One in a Catholic School such as St. Francis. “Spring '03: Students attempting to organize an 'anti-racism day' were told not to contact any group promoting acceptance of   homosexuality.” Now, what would happen if a very concerned parent who had a younger child saw that their kid was being exposed to such things as this, when their in a Catholic School. I know that it is a part of life, but some parents would not like their 14 year old child to be exposed to such things and start using discriminating words towards homosexuality if they do not agree with it. 

Don’t get me wrong, I accept homosexuality, but not everyone does.

“William Hung's speech bubble could not contain "She bangs. She bangs."” This is also understandable in a Catholic school. Some parents may not have seen the footage of William Hung singing this, and maybe would not understand it, and would think it was referring to something else. Not everyone has seen that video. Just because the grade 10’s, 11’s, and 12’s find it funny and understand it, doesn’t mean everyone else does. 

For discrimination in music, as mentioned in Issue One, that has been around for years. It isn’t only in St. Francis. It is also in other schools, in Rockland District High School, (also known as RDHS). Students are classified as “Thugs, Wiggers, Punks” Etc. This is not only in our schools; it is everywhere, on the streets, in the malls, at work. It is something that we will all have to get used too. It is something we can try to fix, but you will always have that small minority of people who still discriminate. 

As for the cost of Prom this year; keep in mind, you pay for what you get. At St. Francis, Students paid almost $200, for a wicked meal, a nice lounge, and a very proper prom. As for RDHS, students paid less than $100 and got what they paid for. They had their prom at the Hammond Golf Course. And I know a lot of you would agree with me that it would really suck to have your prom at a Golf Course.  

Now we all know uniforms SUCK. But OUR parents voted for them. And if you are a new student who’s parents didn’t get to vote for them, your parents CHOSE to put you in this school. It may not really stop the discrimination, but it’s something that will be around for good, and complaining about it won’t solve a thing. It does suck, but every Catholic School in Ontario has to put up with it too. We’re not the only student’s complaining. The prices are outrageous, but if you were to go to a public school, buying “back to school clothes” would cost the same amount as the uniforms do. And yes, the uniforms aren’t very durable, but nothing is anymore. Uniforms are just something people have to get used too, you will have it your entire life, whether it’s at school or work, there is always a dress code. If your parents really had a problem with the price, they would have switched you schools.

 “See… Given the courses that I had this year, and the fact that I had at least one spare every day, I ended up trying to do quite a bit of research. And you must understand that I tried. Really I did. But the school board didn’t want any of that research nonsense happening on their soil. Finding images on Google to use in presentations was almost impossible, as was any page that had swearing in it. Actually… nearly any page that had anything in it.” 

The work you needed should not have swear words in it, and if it did, what would that teacher be trying to teach his/her students? As for Finding Images, what the hell are you trying to look up?! The firewall is for only Nudity and Profanity. 

And for suspensions… I don’t think the school would give out suspensions for no reason; this isn’t a concentration camp, its school. You don’t get punished just because the Principal is in the mood to suspend someone, there must be a reason that maybe the principal or vice principal don’t feel they need to explain to other students. 

The walk out I found was a great success, but there are other ways to deal with issues such as “freedom of speech”. A percent of the tax payer’s dollar goes to Education, and we are wasting it trying to get people out of class for something some of them don’t know anything about. A good way to solve the issue would be to have a meeting with the Principal. Don’t just walk in and expect him/her to listen to you. Book an appointment, and calmly tell him/her why you are upset, having backup to your opinions. 

Now, I know this article may offend some of you, but you need to try and understand what it would be like to be in the other person’s perspective. Every school you go to will always suck. Your average life span is 75 years; this is only four years of it. A very important four years. You either drop out, or you suck it up and work your ass off. That’s life though, school is school, and you’re never going to like it. That’s just the way it is.
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Editor’s note: 

-The uniforms will be brought up time and time again. The students are informing the administration that they don’t agree with it. You also stated that our parents voted on them. That is not true, my parents didn’t. If they had known of it, they would have voted against them, like most middle class parents.

-The school firewall is not set up to only block nudity and profanity. It is set up to block many other things, like games. And it even blocks sites without any of the above. 
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