Local Table Soccer Fans Wildly Celebrate





Tuesday, June 10, 2003, Hartford, CT


Gunshots rang out and fireworks lit up the sky Tuesday night, as state residents celebrated this weekend's U.S. Table Soccer Championship at Trinity College in Hartford. No one was injured.


"I haven't seen this much excitement since Willy Pep won the World Featherweight Championship in 1948," exclaimed T.S. Player, a Bridgeport native. "It was like the Mardi Gras."


As word quickly spread last week about the upcoming tournament, gun shops couldn't keep their shelves stocked fast enough. "22 caliber rifles, pistols....We sold every darn armament you could think of," said Bob Arms. "They should hold these events more often. What's that game called again?"


"When the first bullet whizzed by my head, I ran for cover," whined 308-pound Cokie Dough, "but when I discovered what the commotion was all about, I pulled out a semi-automatic and reeled off a few shots myself." 


Statewide, police departments reported that crime was down Tuesday night and that people were spontaneously doing good deeds for each other. One resident said that a stranger had given him a check for $100.00. Another person handed out Tango balls to grateful pedestrians and carried a sign that read, 'What Would Jesus Do? Play Subbuteo.'


In other news, Governor Rowland declared Saturday 'Subbuteo Day.' State employees would have been given Friday off in honor of the big event, but they have all been laid off due to the budget crisis. 


Massimo Conturso, tournament organizer and America's newest idol, stated that public interest has been so great that he plans on having a few hundred seats at the venue. He proudly added, "Unless there is other news to report, all of the major newspapers will be there."











A Roving Reporter


