
S-1A 
Common Mode for English                                                                                                                                      
 

 I II  III  IV 

1 
� t – as in tie � p – as in pie � ch – as in chess � k – as in kite 

2 � d – as in dog � b – as in boy � j – as in joke � g – as in game 

3 � th – as in thigh 	 f – as in four 
 sh – as in shoot � kh – as in loch 
(Note 1) 

4 �   v – as in victor �  � gh – as in aghast 
(Note 2) 

5 � n – as in night � m – as in make �  � ng – as in sing 
(Note 3) 
 

6 � r – as in car/warp 
Before a 
consonant/final � w – as in wake � y – as in story �  

 
 � r – as in red 

Before a vowel � rd – as in coward � l – as in late � ld – as in mold 
 

 � s – as in see 
(Note 4) � s – as in see 

(Note 4) � z – as in zoo � z – as in zoo 

  h – as in high ! hw – as in when " y – as in yak 
i-glide diphthongs 
(Note 5) # u-glide diphthongs 

(Note 6) 

 

 $  % ph – as in graph &  '  

 ( “ the”  ) “of”  *  + gh – as in bought 

 

 ) , “of the”  � - “and”  .
 

s – as in see 
(Note 4) /  

quiet h – as in John  
(Note 7) 

 
NOTES: 
1. Off iciall y this tengwa is to be used for a kh as in: loch and possibly as in Christmas. However in most cases 0 is used instead and 1  

is simply not used. Very rarely it will be used as in black. 
2. This tengwa can be used for gh as in ghost, but often it is not used. Gh such as in ghost is commonly done with: 243  or 2 5 . On 

occasion it is mistakenly used for gh as in bought ( 6 ). 

3. This tengwa is always used for ng as in king. ηg as in finger is shown by: 2 7 . 

4. Generall y speaking, 8   is used when no tehta mark is placed above. 9  is used when a tehta mark is placed above. :  is used when 

tehtar marks are placed above and below. 
5. This tengwa is used for consonantal y such as yak or you, mostly when ;  is used exclusively for a final or vowel y. Mostly though 

it is used for i-glide diphthongs such as in their or great. Both values can be used simultaneously. 
6. This tengwa is exclusively used for u-glide diphthongs such as in journey. 
7. Most of the time this tengwa is used for a silent h as in John, however 3 can also have that value. 

 
 



S-1B 
Common Mode Tehtar/Modifier Marks 
 

Mark With Tengwa With Short Carrier Over Long Carrier � � � Preceding a – as in: 
cat/along/care � � Short a – as in: 

cat/along/care � � Long/double a – as in: 
Aaron/came � � � Preceding long a – as in:  

came 
 � � Long/double a – as in: 

Aaron/came � � 	 Preceding e – as in: 
kept � � Short e – as in: 

kept � � Long/double e – as in: 
keep 
� � � � Preceding long/double e – as in: 

keep 
  

 ��� Preceding i – as in: 
kit/kite � � Short i – as in: 

kit � � Long/double i – as in: 
kite � � � Preceding o – as in: 

top/open � � Short o – as in: 
top � � Long/double o – as in: 

open/book ��� ���� Preceding long/double o – as in: 
open/book 
(Seldom used) 

  

� ��� Preceding u – as in: 
cup/cute � � Short u – as in: 

cup � � Long/double u – as in: 
cute � � � Preceding y – as in: 

system 
 � � Projected y – as in: 

by 

� � � Silent following e – as in: 
here �� Silent e – as in: 

here 
 

 

� �  Following a – as in: 
cat � � Short a – as in: 

Earth/cat 
(Note 1) 

 

       ! " ! Preceding n or m sound – as in: 
pant/bump 

  

# $ # Doubles the length – as in: 
toss 

  

% &'% Following s – as in: 
cars 

  

 
NOTES: 
 
Doubled Tehtar – While realistically any tehta could be doubled, it is only mentioned being done on the accent and the curls. 
 
Accents & Curls – On occasion a writer may reverse the (  and the )  and also the curls. 

 
1. Typically only seen in vowel combinations such as Earth. 



S-2 
Numerals and Punctuation 
 
Numerals: 
 �

 0 �  1 �  2 �  3 �
 4 �  5 �  6 �  7 �
 8 	  9     

Numbers in this booklet are written out the same as they are in English, usually with dots above them. 
 
 
 
 
Punctuation: 
 

 Comma �  Period  � �  End of Paragraph �  Hyphen/Colon 

 �
Quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


