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Introduction 
 
The best way to learn Tengwar, like most things is just by doing. That is the goal behind this booklet. To help 
you learn how to read and write the Tengwar by reading and writing passages from a story. The story is written 
in a variant of the Common English Tehta mode, as you would likely find other fans using. Here are some 
nuances on this particular variation:  
 
I use the circumflex for a long-a such as you would find in papers. I don’ t use the circumflex for the long-a 
sound in day, since that sound is formed as a result of it’s combination with the y. 
 
I also commonly use �  & �  for ld & rd. I have found that in the long run this is more concise than using two 

separate tengwar (���  & ��� ). Also, I don’ t distinguish the TH/DH sounds. I will use �  for all occurrences of 

TH/DH. 
 
I will try to keep the same style of writing, only varying to make a demonstration, or show an alternate way to 
write something. Sometimes though, on words such as “compassion” that don’t follow common pronunciation 
guidelines, I may randomly switch between an alphabetic representation and a more phonetic representation, 
depending on my state of mind. 
 
You may want to keep a sheet of paper handy for writing on. I have tried to supply lines for you to write you 
tengwar transcriptions on, but if you write big there may not be enough room. 
 
Print the pages in the supplementary file “TR1-101(S)” , you will need to refer to them as you learn to read and 
write.  
 
If you have any questions or comments on this document please e-mail me: clmc3129@interlinklc.net. Please e-
mail me also if you find any corrections, or just to know what you think of this document. If the response is 
positive I will continue to add more of the story into this booklet. 
 
I have chosen to use “Missed” a story by Orson Scott Card, in this booklet. It is a beautiful li ttle story. I also 
thought that you (the reader) would find it infinitely preferable to the only other alternative: dense, dry reports 
on topics ranging from science to Mandarin grammar. The goal is to keep you interested not put you to sleep. I 
hope you enjoy the story. 
 
If you would like to read the rest of this story head over to: www.hatrack.com where it is available free of 
charge. 
 
If you enjoy this story I highly recommend you check out other books by Mr. Card. My favorite is “Ender’s 
Game”. It’s a must read if you like science fiction. 
 
--- 
Required Copyright Statement: 
 
The story “ Missed” is the copyright of Orson Scott Card, the author, and is used with his permission. 
 
Terms: 
Internet users may maintain one electronic copy and one print copy of the file for use by members of the user' s 
household. Permission to otherwise duplicate or "lend" any of these files without the authors written consent is 
expressly denied. 
--- 
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Missed 
By Orson Scott Card 
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Tim Bushey was no athlete, and if at thirty-one middle age wasn' t there yet, it was coming, he could feel its fingers 
on his spine. So when he did his hour of exercise a day, he didn' t push himself, didn' t pound his way through the 
miles, didn' t stress his knees. Often he relaxed into a brisk walk so he could look around and see the neighborhoods 
he was passing through.  

 
Now you try to transcribe the next few lines into Tengwar. 
 

In winter he walked in mid-afternoon, the warmest time of the day. In summer he was up before 
dawn, walking before the air got as hot and wet as a crock pot. In winter he saw the school buses 
deliver children to the street corners. In summer, he saw the papers getting delivered. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Here’s a transcription:  
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Did you get “of the”? How about the double m in “summer”? Keep in mind that one person may transcribe 
some things differently than another person.  
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So it was five-thirty on a hot summer morning when he saw the paperboy on a bicycle, pedaling over the railroad 
tracks and up Yanceyville Road toward Glenside. Most of the people delivering papers worked out of cars, pitching 
the papers out the far window. But there were a few kids on bikes here and there. So what was so odd about him that 
Tim couldn' t keep his eyes off the kid?  
 

Did you notice in this passage I changed to using c  instead of d  for the z-type sound in “his”? Both are equally 

correct it’s just a matter of personal preference which you use. How about the e f  in railroad? e f  is the 

diphthongal form for this sound. g h i j  or k l i j could just as easily be used, or even e m  if you think it is more 

straightforward. 
 
Now you try to transcribe the next paragraph into Tengwar. 
 

He noticed a couple of things as the kid chugged up the hill. First, he wasn' t on a mountain bike 
or a street racer. It wasn' t even one of those banana-seat bikes that were still popular when Tim 
was a kid. He was riding one of those stodgy old one-speed bikes that were the cycling 
equivalent of a ' 55 Buick, rounded and lumpy and heavy as a burden of sin. Yet the bike looked 
brand-new.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Here’s my transc ription: 
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Notice I didn’t use e f  in mountain. The sound isn’t the same as in rail (in my pronunciation). Also I doubled the 

o-tehta in one occurrence of “those” to show the long -o. The same could also be done with: z k { d | . In “banana” 

you could just as easily put the a-tehta underneath the last n. In “heavy” I placed the a -tehta underneath of the 
short carrier, you don’t have to. I just  like to keep the vowels together when possible. 
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And the boy himself was strange, wearing blue jeans with the cuffs rolled up and a short-sleeved shirt in a print that 
looked like ... no, it absolutely was. The kid was wearing clothes straight out of "Leave It to Beaver." And his hair 
had that tapered buzzcut that left just one little wave to be combed up off the forehead in front. It was like watching 
one of those out-of-date educational films in grade school. This kid was clearly caught in a time warp.  
 

Did you see I used a j-tengwa for the g in “strange”? You c an use that to show that it wasn’t a hard g, but rather 
a soft g that sounds like a j. Did you see the way I chose to write “school” this time? Generally I like to use l  to 

show a weak unvoiced h. I find that it helps me keep things straight. 
 
Now, lets take a look at the L-tengwa. You may have noticed by now that I have placed tehta/modifier marks on 
this tengwa in couple different ways. Here’s “ville” from “Yancyville”: min op q . You can place one or both of the 

marks inside the bow of the L-tengwa rather than underneath if you like, giving you these alternatives: min o rs ,min os q , min o rt . 

 
Lets continue reading: 
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Still, it wouldn' t have turned Tim out of his planned route -- the circuit of Elm, Pisgah Church, Yanceyville, and 
Cone -- if it hadn' t been for the bag of papers saddled over the rack on the back of the bike. Printed on the canvas it 
said, "The Greensboro Daily News." 
 

In this paragraph I placed an underbar beneath the ck in “rack” and “back”. This is a common way of showing 
the occurrence of ck in a word. In “ca nvas” I used a following a -tehta instead of placing it on a short carrier 
followed by an s. I just thought it looked better. Do you agree? ( ²\³ ´ µ\¶ · ) It’s entirely up to you.  

 
 
 
 

(Turn to the next page for a writing exercise) 
 



Write the next paragraph. 
 

Now, if there was one thing Tim was sure of, it was the fact that Greensboro was a one-
newspaper town, unless you counted the weekly "Rhinoceros Times," and sure, maybe 
somebody had clung to an old canvas paper delivery bag with the "Daily News" logo -- but that 
bag looked new.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Here’s my transcription:  
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How did you write the rh? As I’ve said before, I like to use W  for the unvoiced h, but some people like to use X  

for the rh. Again, it’s your decision.  
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It' s not as if Tim had any schedule to keep, any urgent appointments. So he turned around and jogged after the kid, 
and when the brand-new ancient bicycle turned right on Glenside, Tim was not all that far behind him. He lost sight 
of him after Glenside made its sweeping left turn to the north, but Tim was still close enough to hear, in the still 
morning air, the faint sound of a rolled-up newspaper hitting the gravel of a country driveway.  
 

In this paragraph I used ¦  for the kh sound in “schedule”, I’ll tend to randomly flip back and forth between this 

or §uW . “Ancient” is one of those hard -to-write words. It doesn’t really  have anything resembling a s-sound in it, 

but I think this is much clearer than using a ch ( ¨ © ª�« ¬  © ® ), the same could go for “sure” in the paragraph before 

( ¯ ° ±² ). “Enough” could not be written ³ ´)µ ¶ ·  , the ·  is silent so ¸  should be used. Also look at both occurrences 

of “Glenside” in one case I have used the overbar and in the other I haven’t. You really should always use the 
overbar, though sometimes (as I did) you will forget. 
 



Try to write this paragraph: 
 
He found the driveway on the inside of a leftward curve. The streetlight showed the paper lying 
there, but Tim couldn' t see the masthead or even the headline without jogging onto the gravel, 
his shoes making such a racket that he half-expected to see lights go on inside the house.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Here’s my transcription: 
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Take a look at “driveway” you can see that I used the “following silent e” mark in that word, you could just as 
easily use the e-tehta over the w-tengwa ( eKfGg h i/j k l m ).  I just find that it helps me recognize a word faster when 

I’m not deciding if the e is pronounced or not. 
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He bent over and looked. The rubber band had broken and the paper had unrolled itself, so now it lay flat in the 
driveway. Dominating the front page was a familiar picture. The headline under it said:  
 

Babe Ruth, Baseball' s 
Home Run King, Dies 

Cancer of Throat Claims Life 
Of Noted Major League Star 

 
I thought he died years ago, Tim thought.  
Then he noticed another headline:  
 

Inflation Curb Signed By Truman 
President Says Bill Inadequate 

 
“League” is another one of those difficult words, and short of omitting the ue ending I can’t thi nk of a better 
way to write it. Then we have another q in the word “inadequate”, some writers like to use �  to represent the q 

sound. And actually I tend to like that idea, it seems awkward to me to use ���  in words such as “inadequate” 

where the q occurs medially ( � ��� �	� 
 � �  ). Though I would still use ���  for an initial q such as in “queen” ( ����� � � ). 

 
Lets get some more reading practice: 
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Truman? Tim looked at the masthead. It wasn' t the "News and Record," it was the "Greensboro Daily News." And 
under the masthead it said:  
 

Tuesday Morning, August 17, 1948 ... price: five cents. 
 

What kind of joke was this, and who was it being played on? Not Tim -- nobody could have known he' d come down 
Yanceyville Road today, or that he' d follow the paperboy to this driveway.  
 

Do you see how I wrote the au in “August”? Another way (perhaps better) would be to use a short carrier ( } ~ � � ). 
Also in this paragraph I used a double o-tehta for the long-o sound in “nobody”.  
 
Write these next lines in Tengwar: 
 

A footstep on gravel. Tim looked up. An old woman stood at the head of the driveway, gazing at 
him. Tim stood, blushing, caught. She said nothing.  
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Here’s the final reading section for this booklet.  
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"Sorry," said Tim. "I didn' t open it, the rubber band must have broken when it hit the gravel, I --"  
He looked down, meant to reach down, pick up the paper, carry it to her. But there was no paper there. Nothing. 
Right at his feet, where he had just seen the face of George Herman "Babe" Ruth, there was only gravel and moist 
dirt and dewy grass.  
He looked at the woman again. Still she said nothing.  
"I ..." Tim couldn' t think of a thing to say. Good morning, ma' am. I' ve been hallucinating on your driveway. Have a 
nice day. "Look, I' m sorry."  
She smiled faintly. "That' s OK. I never get it into the house anymore these days."  
 

And here’s the final writing section for this booklet:  
 
Then she walked back onto the porch and into the house, leaving him alone on the driveway.  
It was stupid, but Tim couldn' t help looking around for a moment just to see where the paper 
might have gone. It had seemed so real. But real things don' t just disappear.  

 

 

 
 H�N �>	� +A%�� '����  !=0�

J
'Z� L $p� �A( 
�Q $pX0� Re� L Oh� �A(o)	B gN� Y834��� + �['87��;):����� '8 � 1� ��(o�0��� K ��1�%	2 ' �

� O�%�5 '9����
 "h�G��34=�� "	�����k�CB g #9� Lk):� ��
���� � �	7���� 'pB gN� Re��Q $?������ ��� L �9\�S "@����� �4��� +4U:� � Y�(

�
 68Q ���T� K EF�F):� � 1��� � 1 � � O	)�� �q���N ] �  ���� �A��� + � ' � =�� "	��� +

,
�vH�7�� s��0� L $?\�S "@�F�FS ON


J
'p� +
,
Q � �

 
Please drop me a line at clmc3129@interlinklc.net to let me know what you think of this booklet. If you’ve 
found it helpful please contact me with any ideas on how to improve this booklet and the planned future booklet 
or two.  If you can’t wait and would like to read the rest of this story head over to: www.hatrack.com where you 
can find the remaining portion. “ Missed” is the copyright of Orson Scott Card, the author. 


