Interview from TENA magazine, dated February 1st 2002.

by Alma Premerl Zoko

Tarik Filipović, actor

I DON'T LIKE BLONDES WITH BIG BREASTS

After the news that Tarik is in passionate relationship with the singer Nina Badrić, that was denied, shortly after news information spread – that he is in love with his colleague Bojana Gregorić. Find the truth…

He was born in Zenica, and came to Zagreb to study Drama Academy. With the diploma in his hand he had luck: already first role in cult play Spikom na spiku launched him into orbit of most wanted young actors. But, Tarik has waited for his first big movie role. The opportunity came on the audition for the move Duga mračna noć (Long, dark night) that is filmed under the supervision of director Antun Vrdoljak. In the filming breaks Tarik has talked not only about work but also about privacy and exclusively he disclosed the truth about his love life.

This interview with the actor of Zagreb theatre Kerempuh was arranged just few days after the city was flooded with the news that he is in the relationship with singer Nina Badrić. While we where waiting for his first free term, the news was denied but also exchanged with the new, fresh one. This time, Tarik Filipović has been found in the arms of Bojana Gregorić, his colleague. 

-Oh, mine; about this thing with Nina Badrić I cannot say anything. She, like me also, knows about this case from the papers – our interlocutor said – 

That story is real gossip, and only good thing that came out of it is that we have met and had very good laugh about all our case.

Tena: But the gossips are not usually coming out without some basis.

Tarik: That is fiction. I know some people that like gossips and that for no reason at all in one second can make up something about somebody. It is enough to whisper that to someone else and the news is spreading rapidly. Zagreb may be big city but according to information spreading I conclude it is not as big as it seems. One day is enough that news goes all around the city and to get to the newspapers. I praise the person who first remembered that!

Tena: But, where there’s smoke there’s fire.

Tarik: In the case of Nina Badrić, there’s neither smoke nor fire. 

Tena: And in the story about Bojana Gregorić?

Tarik: OK; ha, ha, ha, but there is no fire. That thing that author of the text have heard was just a joke that he used. There is nothing to say for the newspapers. Bojana is my colleague who has a boyfriend and there relationship lasts for years.

Tena: What is important for you in women’s beauty?

Tarik: It is important that girls have great legs, that’s the thing I first fall on. They shouldn’t be special or specific, as I like to say, but they have to suit me. The look and the smile disarm me after that and the rest is relative. I don’t like girls with big breasts, the thing most guys fall on. I don’t know what to do with them, I thought about them only in army.

Tena: It seems that you don’t like stereotype beauties?

Tarik: It upsets me that everybody falls to blond girls. Don’t you think that brunette is more expressive? You notice blonde before and that’s all. I think that I’m unusual type in the other things too. I would fall in love in girl who works in kiosk, vice president of the government, the woman who drives taxi or truck…When I’m hit with Cupid’s arrow, I cannot hear anything except my heart. My mum often gives me good advice that I should be careful with heart opening because in those kinds of things I’m not for this time. But, I cannot do that. I’m often radical and in many things I’m going to the end. I have something hazard inside, the thing I cannot fight against. That’s the reason I have no my type of woman. I can like someone that you could not imagine someone could like. When I fall in love, I cannot hide even from reporters. Many colleagues claim that they do not allow to reporters to intrude their privacy and that is understandable specially when one person interesting to media is dating someone who is not of their interest.

Tena: You have moustaches recently. What are the comments on that?

Tarik: I have moustaches for the first time in my life because of the filming my first movie Duga, mracna noc directed by Anutun Vrdoljak. I have finished filming of the first block, so now, while I’m resting I’m so glad that I can shave them. And considering comments, you know the proverb: What’s man without moustaches? In the beginning it was embarrassing to go to the market, especially because many people asked me what happened and why I look like rural seducer, but I got used to it. However, there were few good comments.

Tena: This is your first greater role on the movie. What makes it important?

Tarik: It is stratified and difficult, what director has told me before the filming. I’m pleased because everything goes even better than expected. As you are already aware the theme is from war, placed into II World War, and I’m playing ambitious member of Yugoslav State Security Service, the aspirant…

Tena: In what way that role has autobiographical elements. Are you aspirant?

Tarik: No, I’m not an aspirant. I could not go over dead bodies because many other things are more important for me in my life. I’m not extremely ambitious but only ambitious because I know how much I can offer in this profession. And as I consider that I still didn’t give enough to acting, it is normal that I want many good roles.

Tena: You have started in theatre and assert yourself in comedy genre. Do you want to play in other genres too?

Tarik: Some theatre plays that have launched me into orbit of popularity I consider as my favorites. That includes: Spikom na spiku, Izbacivači, Kako sada stvari stoje, Julius Caesar on the Dubrovnik Summer Festival…I admit that I do not like playing comedy every time, but as I’m member of Kerempuh, satirical comedy theatre, I do not have time for outer projects. Because of that I’m happy that I have got my chance on the movie.

Tena: What are the roles that you wish?
Tarik: Every except comedy. I don’t have exclusive wish to play only one genre and I feel that I could find myself in many roles. I can say that because, while watching movies and plays, I can feel somewhere inside me that I would like to be on the scene. That is in one way also professional deformation. 

Tena: With whom you would like to film love scenes?

Tarik: That’s difficult question. There are some colleagues that I have worked with already and with whom I could play everything. For example, these are Nina Violić and Linda Begonja, they are good actresses, we know each other…

Tena: Could you play together with most attractive Croatian actresses Mia Begovic or Bojana Gregoric?
Tarik: Yes, of course, although I cannot see them as femmes fatale. For example, Bojana is better and better to work with every day because she is raising every year. From foreign actresses I would like to work with Jodie Foster, I think that we would probably match perfectly.

Tena: You can be seen often in leather pants and trendy cloth. Are you following trends?

Tarik: I think that you cannot recognize me by leather pants, but I like to wear them. Recently, I was best man on the weeding to my best friend from childhood Marijan and I have found out that suit fits me perfectly.

Tena: Did you catch the garter on the weeding?

Tarik: No, the garter was not thrown, the guys were catching the bouquet. But nothing this time. One girl in front of me went for the flowers like Ladic (tran. Croatian soccer goalkeeper) in his best years, so haven’t enough heart to go for it by myself. I’m just kidding! In those situations I have my hands behind my back. 

Tena: You are not ready for marriage?

Tarik: I had one very long, beautiful relationship and after that short one, special in it’s own way. Until some things come to their place in the way I want to, I do not force love and I do not think about the marriage.

WHAT I REALLY THINK OF…

Relationship with younger or older girl?

It doesn’t matter. I was in relationship with younger and with older, everything has its own charm. If I could combine these two options I could get an ideal one.

Relationship with quiet or loud women?

I like more quiet ones although loud girl can be interesting too.

Relationship with tall or short girls?

I would rather fall in love with the short one because when woman is really tall she looses her femininity.

Paternity?

I can hardly wait from my 17. I think I will be perfect father. Only thing is that I have to find the right woman to give me the child.

Self-supporting parents?

That sounds great and that’s perfect solution for me because I do not love anyone enough to have the child with. But it can be unfair for the child.

Plastic beauty?

Some small corrections are ok, but when you can see changes I don’t like it. Fortunately I didn’t meet this kind of girls.

Men in the kitchen?

I envy them, I want to cook, but I don’t have will. I start and then stop and I’m still on pasta.

