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Kimberlee Fulbright

Cooperative Group Lesson

Lesson: The Declaration of Independence

Grade Level: 4th grade

Essential Question: What are some of the major ideas of the Declaration of Independence? Who are some of the people involved with the Declaration of Independence? How did it feel to write with a quill pen as John Hancock did?

Behavioral Objective: 1. Using folder information provided and a step-by-step rubric, a pair of students will be able to work together to fill out their graphic organizer with the correct information (the who, what, when, where and why of the Declaration of Independence) with 100% accuracy. 2. The students will also write with quill pens (their name in cursive) and reflect on it by discussing it with the class. 

QCC Standard: SS.4.22--Describe the major ideas in the Declaration of Independence. 

Materials: 

· Declaration of Independence poster

· Rubric (Created using Microsoft Works Word Processor)

· Declaration of Independence Information sheets (adapted from , http://pbskids.org and created using Microsoft Word Processor) 

· File folders for each group

· Quill pens for each table

· Graphic organizers for each group (Copyright, Houghton Mifflin Company from www.eduplace.com)

· Black tempera paint for ink

· Checklist for evaluation (Created using Microsoft Works Word Processor)

· My costume

Hook & Link: I will ask them if they know what I am best known for. Hopefully they will say, “Signing the Declaration of Independence.” I will have a poster of the Declaration of Independence hanging at the front of the room. I will ask them if they know what it is. 

Opening/Attention Getter: I will be dressed like John Hancock. I will act out a few things first. Then, I will ask the students to guess who I am and why I am here today.  I will ask them if they know anything about the Declaration of Independence before we start our research. I will go over what our activity is for the day. I will explain everything now. They will already be seated in their groups ahead of time (as they are coming into the room). I will show the students an example of my signature. I will explain exactly what they need to do, stressing the importance of working together with their partner. 

Grouping: The students will be placed in heterogeneous groups of two assigned by Mrs. Jackson. 

Activity Appropriate: This activity is appropriate for a group activity because the pair of students only has one set of materials to work with. These pairs of students will have to work together and agree together on one thing for each section of their graphic organizer. The pair will work together to create one product that will be turned into the teacher for evaluation. 

Discussion: The students will read the information provided in their folder. They will then decide together which information best fits in each category on the graphic organizer.

Application: After discussing and agreeing upon the information, the students will take turns writing the information (the who, what, when, where, and why) onto their graphic organizer. They will use their rubric as a guidance. They will also take turns writing with the quill pen. They will write their name in cursive on a piece of paper provided. After they have signed their name, they will need to place it on the side counter to dry. 

Share/Debriefing/Identifying: I will call on each group for a specific piece of information on their graphic organizer. 

Closing: I will call on the students to answer some basic questions about the Declaration of Independence. I will tell them that I, John Hancock, am signing out--and sign his signature really big on the board. I will pick up their work now. The students will give me a ticket out the door by telling me one important fact about the Declaration of Independence.

Assessment: Using folder information provided and a step-by-step rubric, a pair of students will be able to work together to fill out their graphic organizer with the correct information (the who, what, when, where and why of the Declaration of Independence) with 100% accuracy. I will collect the students’ graphic organizers for evaluation and use their rubric and a checklist to see how they did. I will be completely satisfied only if every group completed the assignment with 100% accuracy. If they do not, then I will revise the lesson to see what I can do to better help them. 

Rubric for Declaration of Independence Coop. Groups
In box one---What happened? ----Find out what the Declaration of Independence means. Look at the highlighted sentences and tell in your own words what they are saying. (Pick two sentences to tell about).

In box two---Who was there? ----Find out the five men who where appointed to the Declaration of Independence committee. 

In box three---Why did it happen? ----Find out why they wrote the Declaration of Independence. (two reasons)

In box four---When did it happen? ----Find out when the Declaration of Independence was signed and finalized. (whole date)

In box five---Where did it happen? ----Tell where the Declaration was written. 
	
	(0 pts)
	(2 pts)
	(4 pts)
	

	Box one
	No sentences
	Not in own words
	In own words
	

	Box two 
	No list
	Three people or less listed
	Five people listed
	

	Box three
	No reasons
	One reason
	Two reasons
	

	Box four
	No date
	Just the year
	Full date
	

	Box five
	No place
	Just the state 
	The state and city
	

	TOTAL possible (20 pts) 
	
	SCORE: __________
	Total # of pts. (
	


(Created using Microsoft Works Word Processor)

Checklist for Evaluation
	GROUPS
	Completed 20/20 pts on assignment (100%)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(Created using Microsoft Works Word Processor)
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