     Stephen was born at 33 weeks gestation by emergency c-section.  I had a normal pregnancy up to the morning I woke up bleeding heavily.   He spent 5 weeks in a neonatal unit, and came home 2 weeks before his due date.   He has been hospitalized over 30 times since for various lung infections, and other illnesses and surgeries.  Now at age 6 he is mildly retarded, has mild cerebral palsy, ADHD, sensory integration dysfunction, and is mildly autistic.  Still he is a joy and loves life with a passion.   He will begin school in the fall attending special ed classes at our local elementary school.  While his life has been a struggle at times, he is also a joyful little boy who loves life and everyone he meets.

