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Lay Director's Message

Welcome to the newest Cursillistas of Toronto Diocese Anglican Cursillo Movement. May the Light of the world continue to shine in your lives.

Do not look at how difficult the road ahead looks – how high the pitch of the mountain, how hot the desert sun, how distant the place of rest. You cannot see every part of the path, an unseen gifts are ahead along the way.

My name is Judith Ralph, and I started my Cursillo journey in April 1999, at Bolsover, at the table of St Mary's.

From then on, through the Grace of God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I have been led to serve God in all walks of my life. I always believed that God has special plans for me, some I enjoy doing at the onset, and some I grew to love, as my confidence in the task grew.

As a participant during my weekend, #111, I felt apprehensive and anxious, and I also felt a sense on anticipation. I found that giving myself over to the Team and the weekend, I was able to come away with a spirit of renewal, and a whole new way of walking with God. My table enablers saw in me what I could not fathom for myself. God was speaking through them to me, and it was a great beginning. My renewed spirit carried me over mountain tops, and in the deepest valleys, but through it all, Jesus Christ was there to carry me.

So then, embrace the new emotions and knowledge that you have come away with. Trust that God will always  take care of you. Remember: I can do all thing through Christ who strengths me.

May God continue to enrich you lives; May the power of the Holy Spirit continue to guide you.

Ultryea!

Judith Ralph

Spiritual Director's Message

I was appointed Diocesan Spiritual Director for Cursillo in September 2007. 

Before I continue though, let me introduce myself in the proper Cursillo Fashion and tell you a little about my journey: 

My name is Dana Dickson and I made my Cursillo in the spring of 1996 in Bolsover at the Table of St. James the Great. I grew up in the Parish of Fenelon Falls and Coboconk. By the time I was 13, I was the only one left in my Sunday School class so I began going to church for the whole service and a year later I was made a server. I enjoyed being a part of the service and took a more and more active role in the life of the parish, including sitting on committees and attending adult education programs. I was not your typical teenager.

I have found throughout my life that God has amazing timing. I made my Cursillo when I was in third year psychology at Trent University, and was planning to go on to become a Psychologist. Looking back now I can see that God used that weekend to open me up to the prompting of the Spirit and to strengthen me for a major life shift that was about to take place. At the beginning of fourth year I was aware of a sense of being called in a different direction, although I could never have guessed what direction that was. Over the course of the next three years God would slowly but deliberately reveal a call to ordained ministry. Job offers such as Parish Secretary and Deanery Youth Worker, along with a request to be a lay reader, gave me opportunities to being involved in ministry and friends affirmed me when I began to articulate my growing sense of call.  Gradually God’s call became harder and harder to deny and in 1999 I started seminary still not convinced I was hearing God right. Through all of those times of uncertainty my Cursillo friends supported me, prayed for and with me and encouraged me.  It was an honour to have so many of them at my ordination to the priesthood at St. John’s in Peterborough on May 6, 2005.

Cursillo remains an important part of my life and ministry, from attending Cursillo events and the Trent Cursillo School, to being the Spiritual Director to that school, to being a Spiritual Director on the 2007 Weekend and now as Diocesan Spiritual Director.  One of the many blessings of my involvement is hearing how Cursillo remains active in many different ways in many different parishes around the diocese. This is also indicative of one of the challenges we face as a diocese as large and diverse as Toronto, we cannot often all gather together and neither does one model of “doing Cursillo” work for all. As a result parishes have found innovative ways of living our their 4th day together. I look forward to hearing more stories about how you and your parish are living your Cursillo experience and sharing with others who are looking for renewal in their Cursillo groups and parishes. 

In addition to sharing how Cursillo is alive in your life and parish, you can be part of the renewal of Cursillo by being a Team Member on an upcoming weekend. Shortly after assuming the duties of Spiritual Director I started to look for leaders for the next weekend. I was amazed to discover that although I had been a part of Cursillo for over eleven years, there were many, many Cursillistas that I did not know, so it was hard to know who to ask. To facilitate the process of team building, I would appreciate hearing from anyone who, after prayerful consideration, would be willing to be considered for teams in the future. I believe that with a list of potential team members from a variety of parishes and communities we can continue to renew and strengthen our Cursillo Movement in this diocese, representing the diversity of the diocese. 

I look forward with joyful anticipation to where the Spirit is leading us as a Cursillo movement together.  

De Colores! 

The Rev. Dana Dickson +

UPCOMING  EVENTS                                                                                       

1. Ultreya, June 21st.  see notice below.

2. Credit Valley BBQ  June 28th, 3pm. Contact Judith Ralph at  judithannralph@hotmail.com
3. Ultreya, July 20th, 4pm St. James Fenelon Falls followed by a pot blessing supper.

4     A.G.M. with Ultreya, at St Paul’s Uxbridge. Sept 14th. . Secretariat at 3pm, A.G.M. at 6pm and Ultreya at 7pm.

COME ONE COME ALL

To the ULTREYA on June 21st.  3pm

at St. Martin’s Bay Ridges.

At the south end of St. Martin’s Drive.

To be followed by a Pot-Blessing Supper. At 4pm.

DIRECTIONS

From the East:  401 to Liverpool Rd, exit southbound. Turn right onto Radom St and at St Martin’s Dr. turn left to the church.

From the West.  401 to White’s Rd exiting southbound. Turn left onto Bayly St and follow to St. Martin’s Dr. Turn left and go south to the south end.

SCHOOLS

TRENT.       Contact  Judy Dickson at judy_dickson@sympatico.ca or Mary Milne at  jimkrmilne@sympatico.ca
They typically meet on the 2nd Saturday each month from Sept to April inclusive; from 930am to 1pm, at St. John’s Ida. Program consists of music, sharing, teaching, discussion & Eucharist, ending with a bring your own bag lunch

CREDIT VALLEY                Contact  Judith Ralph at judithannralph@hotmail.com
They usually meet the last Sunday of the month from September to June at St. Hugh & St. Edmond.  The program begins at 4:45pm with a pot-blessing supper, Teaching, music sharing & discussion follow.

NEW—Watch for the new YORK/SIMCOE school to be held on Sunday evenings at St. Paul’s Coulson’s Hill, Bradford.  Contact Donna Purkis at Donna.purkis@rogers.com
Peterborough Ultreyas---held the 3rd Sunday of each month at 3pm at St. John’s church, 99 Brook St.. Everyone is welcome.  

REMEMBERING WITH LOVE

In the late spring of last year, (2007) the Cursillo movement lost one of  its well-loved members. Bill Doucette had a very powerful spirituality. Many times he answered the call to be on team. His gracious manner and great sense of humour were well known. Here is a loving tribute from Don Doucett.

    I regret that the participants on weekend 122 won’t get the opportunity to know a very special Cursillista, namely Bill Doucette. The only thing amiss is that he didn’t know how to spell his last name correctly.

     I was asked to be the Lay Director  for weekend #111 in April 1999. As Lay Director the first mistake I made was to invite Bill Doucette to be on team. Throughout the entire weekend and from then on he never let me live down the fact that I, not he, didn’t know how to spell the last name. From then on, and especially if we were on team together, he never let me forget the importance of an “E” on the end of Doucett. It became a standing joke. 

    Some of the team members on this weekend were participants on weekend #111. Can you imagine, 11 weekends have passed! Though Bill is not here in person to share this weekend, he is certainly with us in spirit. Bill and Donna’s love for Cursillo was beautiful. They were always there when needed.

The Miracle of Friendship

There’s a miracle called friendship

That dwells within the heart,

And you don’t  know  how it happens

Or how it gets its start…

But the happiness it brings you

Always gives a special lift

And you realize that friendship

Is God’s most precious gift!

I thank God for allowing the very special gift of Bill Doucette and enabling him to reach out and touch each of our lives in such a special way. We can’t see you my friend but I know that you are with us in spirit; and I know that when the 2 Doucett’s meet again, look out Heaven! 

                                                                               Don Doucett   (without the “e”)

THE TRIPOD & 4TH DAY UPDATE

The Tripod is published twice a year. The editor is Donna Purkis. In the meantime there is a monthly newsletter called the 4th Day Update that helps keep Cursillistas informed of what is going on around the Diocese. The 4th Day update is e-mailed to a mailing list, as well as published on the website. If you do not receive it, please send a request to cassiew@sympatico.ca and you will be put on the list.  If you do not have email please ask a fellow Cursillista or your Parish Rep to give you a copy. If you know of anyone who is unable to receive it  electronically, or from the website, make a copy for them. Changes and prayer requests for the 4th Day Update should be sent to Cassie Williams at the above email address.  

MUSIC

Music is a vital part of all Cursillo events. We have a music director, Diane Stecher, who is responsible for seeing that there are musicians at each event. She also keeps a list of all available musicians. Any musician who would like to be on the list please email her at  dstecher@i-zoom.net.

WEBSITE

The address is 

http://www.members.rogers.com/torontoanglicancursillo/Home.html
Peter Price is our webmaster, whose services we all appreciate very much.

PRESENTATION

Would your church family benefit from hearing about Cursillo via a short 10 minute presentation? This is suitable for a service or at a meeting. Please contact Rev. Dana Dickson at divinity_girl@yahoo.ca   or Judith Ralph at judithannralph@hotmail.com 

DONATIONS

The Cursillo movement  gratefully accepts all financial gifts. Please include your name and address for the receipt, which will be sent at the end of the year, for amounts over $10. They should be sent to George Denny at: P.O. Box 146 Pickering, Ontario, L1V 2R2 

What does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God.  Micah6:8 NIV

What if someone asks you , “How about having a Diocesan Ultreya at your church?”    What are your responsibilities?

-Be sure there is a hall are available.

-Set up chairs and tables for snacks.

-Ask some local Cursillistas to help host and to attend.

-Choose a master of ceremonies. The evening typically opens with singing and includes prayer, a short grouping, the witness talk, responses and more singing. It may also include a Eucharist.

-Choose someone to deliver a Witness Talk, OR be sure that the Ultreya Chair will find someone.

-Possibly allow time and space for Secretariat to meet beforehand.

What will the Ultreya Chair do?

-Be sure it’s advertised in the 4thDay/ Tripod.

-Request other Cursillistas to bring snack palanca.

-Request the Music director to find musicians.

Cursillo Explanations

Palanca: These are physical tokens (often notes or posters or small gifts), that indicate the prayer support being given over a Cursillo weekend or cursillo event. The creation of the notes & prayer are a sacrificial giving to weekend participants.

Some reminders of palanca etiquette: 

1. Don't mark a drop number on the envelope.

2. Do state if palanca is from the priest or Sponsor. 

3. Do palanca EARLY & mail to the Local Palanca Chair or be sure it gets to the Moonlight. The Manyanita is NOT the time to deliver palanca. 

Warning: e-mailed posters may only be printed in gray-scale

Group reunion: This is a small group of Cursillistas meeting regularly to share how Christ is active in their lives. The Cursillo service does provide a format. These groups are the CORE of the movement.

Ultreya:  an area gathering of people, predominantly Cursillistas, who meet less frequently to sing, pray and share their 4th Day walk.

Witness Talk:    A talk that illustrates a recent experiential story that answers the question, “How am I changing my environment for Christ?” This should be an example of apostolic action, entered into prayerfully after study of that environment and careful planning. It should be about 10 minutes. It ought to illustrate the method of  'make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ.'

Cursillo Weekend: It is a residential short course in Christianity held from Friday  evening to Sunday evening. It involves a number of talks, followed by discussion, prayer time & various services, as well as a few nice surprises.

National Secretariat: the national governing body of the movement

Sponsorship:   Sponsors are Cursillistas who are in a group reunion and attend Ultreyas. Sponsors walk out their 4th day according to our motto. They offer continued support to the participant after the weekend.

Cursillo: It is a lay movement, with guidance and support from clergy ----our, Spiritual Directors.

Friendship with God gives our lives stability in times of trials and tragic situations; He is our shelter in the storm.

                                                                                                                                                                                         Volunteering:  

Do you want to be on a Cursillo project or put your name forward to be considered for the next weekend team? Just make an inquiry to a member of Secretariat, or to the leaders of your local Cursillo school, or parish Cursillo representative. Lay Directors and event organizers will prayerfully consider them.

Music Licence.   Toronto Cursillo has a licence under Licencing for 100 people. If you would like to include some new music in your school or at an Ultreya, it should be a song listed with Licencing. Any words printed on overheads or on handouts should have our CCLI #2268284 included.  See their website at www.ccli.com.

NOTE TO SPONSORS:  Please remember that you should speak to God about a person before you speak to that person about God.  In the Gospel of John 15:16 we read, “you did not choose Me, but I chose you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last.” And in Acts 1:8 we are assured “You will receive power from on high….and you will be my witnesses…..to the ends of the earth 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Lynda Ball, June Banbury, Elaine Barnett, Daisy and Bill Bond, Wanda Brown, Kate Colgate, Leone Currie, Brenda and Terry Dougherty, Dee Ford, Sid Goldsmith, Pat Green, Ginny Grigor, Jack Herder, Karen King and her family, Ruby Lipsett, Bruce Lister, the Marshall family, Gail Mason, the Rev. Kate McClarty, Sally McComb, the Rev. Ron Meacock, Lesley Milne, Lindell Mitchell, the Mueller family, Maureen O’Grady, David Payne, Esther Ralph, Robbie, Meg Shirlaw, Donna Stevens, Trudy Sucee, the Rev. David Wainwright, and any others known to you. Please email Cassie if you know any who should be added or removed   cassiew@sympatico.ca  

Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God. 

Rom.10:17.                                                                                         

