FIGHT REVIEWS

REVIEWS OF FIGHTS 31- 40 FROM EVENT 101 HELD ON 28/09/08

Fight 31: SARA “The Bruiser” THOMPSON vs CECILIE “Catfighter” CHRISTIANSEN
Description: (4 Rounds) Let’s be honest and brief about this next match.  The whole story can be told with one word – MISMATCH.  Even before the participants stepped into the ring, Ms Christiansen had the Bruiser intimidated.  Cecilie told Sara what she was going to do in this match and then she went ahead and did it.  Cecilie attacked Ms Thompson immediately at the opening bell with double jabs to the nose followed by a one-two combination to the body.  Sara went into a peek-a-boo defense but the Catfighter simply moved her attack downstairs.  After landing two hard hooks to the body, Ms Christiansen moved into position to launch a wicked left uppercut to Sara’s jaw.  The Catfighter insured the knockout with an overhand right to the chin.  Sara sprawled across the canvas with her arms and legs splayed outwards.  It took only 33 seconds for Cecilie Christiansen to claim her fifth career knockout.  Sara never laid a glove on her.   
Winner: CECILIE “Catfighter” CHRISTIANSEN
                                                 Knockout, Round 1

Fight 32: LINDA “The Punching Panther” HANSEN vs MISTY SUE “Foxy” DALLAS 
Description: (8 Rounds) Fight 32 features Misty Sue Dallas and Linda Hansen.  Ms Dallas’ early assault in rounds one and two kept Linda fighting defensively.  Round three provided a change of fortunes as Hansen parried a right cross and countered with a right hook to the sternum.  Since Foxy Dallas clearly didn’t like that belly buster, Linda delivered a couple more just to be nasty.  Misty Sue reacted just as the Punching Panther expected her to, lowering her guard to fend off the body shots and leaving her head undefended.  Working alternately to the body and head, Ms Hansen swept rounds three through six.  Every time Ms Dallas counterattacked, Linda squelched the rebellion.  Although the Panther’s punches were not particularly powerful, her persistence sapped Dallas’ strength and fighting spirit.  Coming out for round seven, Misty Sue’s left eye was discolored and swollen, and she had a cut inside her lower lip.  Ms Dallas stubbornly came out for the eighth and proceeded to put Hansen on the canvas.  However, the referee ruled that Linda went down from a push, not a punch, denying Foxy the credit for a knockdown.  Linda was unanimously picked as the winner after an impressive outing.  
Winner: LINDA “The Punching Panther” HANSEN
Unanimous Decision

Fight 33: AKASMA “Beautiful” KORCAN vs BETH ROSE
Description: (8 Rounds) Akasma Korcan hopes to get back on the winning track this evening by defeating Beth Rose.  In the first, Ms Korcan’s quicker hand speed wasn’t enough to offset Beth’s heavier punches and mobility that made her a hard target for Akasma to hit.  Because Ms Rose used her speed and counterpunching skills so well in the two opening rounds, I had her winning both stanzas on my unofficial scorecard.  Early in the third, a worrisome cut appeared over Beth’s left eye.  Exactly which of Akasma’s punches caused the injury I couldn’t tell, but it was definitely not caused by a collision of heads.  Beth stepped up her offense in round four while doing her best to protect her damaged eye.  Akasma displayed isolated power punches during this fast paced stanza but Ms Rose responded well whenever she was hit by one, rallying with a salvo of lefts and rights.  After some sparring to open the fifth period, Akasma dug a hurtful left hook into the area of Ms Rose’s liver that momentarily paralyzed Beth.  Reacting quickly, Ms Korcan bombarded her head and body with a fusillade of short, hard lefts and rights that rocked Beth back on her heels.  It was the closest thing to a knockdown for either woman so far in the fight.  Late in the round, the abrasion over Beth’s left eye reopened and began trickling blood.  When the action resumed in round six the momentum had clearly shifted in Akasma’s favor.  Beth was worried about the cut and attempted to keep Korcan at a distance where she couldn’t do any further damage.  Her game plan did not work, however.  Rose was unable to keep Beautiful Korcan on the outside, and Akasma seemed to have free reign to work over her body and face.  I felt that Korcan’s body attack was her strong suit.  Ms Rose slowed down and became more defensive, opening the way for Akasma to dominate.  Rounds seven and eight were the best rounds of the match for Ms Korcan, who drove her rival from one side of the ring to the other.  Several times she trapped Beth in a corner or along the ropes where her body work was even more effective. Although the official scoring was close, the judges all agreed that Akasma Korcan was the winner.                                 
Winner: AKASMA “Beautiful” KORCAN
Unanimous Decision

Fight 34: LILI “The Lady” BLONDE vs NADIRA “Power” GUL
Description: (8 Rounds) Nadira Gul comes into tonight’s encounter with a four fight winning streak.  Her opponent, Lili Blonde, is on a five bout losing run as she faces off against Power.  The Lady came out steaming in the opening period.  Her speedy jabs and well thrown combinations kept Nadira on the defensive.  Ms Gul started faster at the bell for round two, but Ms Blonde nailed her with combinations that gradually turned the tide in her favor.  Starting in the third, Lili started to outwork Nadira with her quicker punches and movement.  From time to time, Lili would switch to a southpaw stance with commendable success.  Ms Blonde scored a knockdown in the seventh when she bushwhacked the Tiger Girl with left hooks to both the body and head.  Her follow up right struck Nadira squarely between the eyes and sent her toppling awkwardly to the mat.  At the count of seven Nadira was back on her feet and arguing with the referee to let her continue.  Coming out for the final round, Ms Gul seemed reluctant to fire off any of her offensive weaponry.  She fought in a defensive retreat and clinched any time she appeared to be in a tight situation.  Power’s tactics left a negative impression with the judges and fans, while Ms Blonde looked like a fighter determined to win this encounter.  All three judges declared her the winner based on her consistent attacks through most of the eight rounds.   
Winner: LILI “The Lady” BLONDE
Unanimous Decision

Fight 35: SAMANTHA “Wolverine” LOGAN vs KIMBERLY TROYKE

Description: (8 Rounds) Both combatants in fight 35 are members of the New Women’s Boxing Order stable.  Rather than sit out the card without a match, Samantha Logan and Kimberly Troyke agreed to face one another this evening.  When Samantha attacked at the opening bell, she was shocked by an overhand right that rattled her.  Until the bell ended the session, each of these two pugnacious redheads tried to knock the other’s block off.  There weren’t any pitty-pat punches in this slugfest.  Round two resumed with the same heated action as the opening period.  Kimberly pounded double jabs through Logan’s guard, crushing her nose and drawing the first blood of the fight.  The Wolverine went berserk swinging punches of every description in retaliation for this insult.  In one flurry, Ms Logan landed an illegal backhand punch to Troyke’s jaw.  The referee stopped the action to warn Ms Logan about the infraction and to check Ms Troyke more closely.  Kimberly couldn’t wait to get back at Samantha and recklessly pushed the referee out of her way to accomplish her mission.  Now she got a warning from the referee, as she attempted to reestablish her authority and proper ring decorum.  For the rest of round two, both boxers obeyed the edict by the referee; but in the third, tempers flared again when Samantha accused Kimberly of landing a low blow.  I couldn’t tell for sure from my vantage point, but the referee gave Kimberly a second warning before letting the action restart.  In retribution for the perceived foul, Samantha “accidentally” landed a left hook that was seriously low.  Kimberly dropped to the mat, grimacing in pain.  Under the league’s rules, she was allowed up to five minutes to recover, while the referee notified the judges of a one point deduction to be assessed against the Wolverine.  In less than a minute, Ms Troyke indicated to the referee that she was ready to fight on.  Kimberly charged at her foe with fists pumping, and Samantha answered in kind.  Before the bell sounded, Ms Logan had gotten the upper hand, driving Ms Troyke back against the ropes for the last 15 seconds of the stanza.  Round four started with the combatants colliding head to head at center ring.  Both were so dazed by the impact that each fell backwards to the canvas.  When they returned to their feet, a cut on Ms Troyke’s forehead was bleeding steadily and Samantha had a mouse at the site of the collision.  Kimberly’s cut was checked by the ringside physician before the fight resumed.  When the Wolverine feinted with a left, Kimberly shifted her guard and left Logan a clear path for a right cross to her temple.  As Ms Troyke sank toward the canvas, Samantha landed a salvo of lefts and rights to her head.  Although Troyke struggled mightily to get to her feet, she was unable to beat the count.  Samantha’s fifth career knockout was officially announced as coming at 1:43 of round four. 
Winner: SAMANTHA “Wolverine” LOGAN
Knockout, Round 4


Fight 36: ALEX “Latina Lightning” MARTINEZ vs STEPHANIE “Stormy” WATERS

Description: (8 Rounds) Alex Martinez and Stephanie Waters compete for the Local Belt in fight 36.  With Latina Lightning taking on Stormy Waters, this match up is likely to be no day at the beach for either fighter.  Stephanie charged out on the attack early, hoping to catch Ms Martinez before she was warmed up.  Latina Lightning wasn’t napping, however.  Alex counterattacked with jabs and a mix of right hooks and crosses.  Martinez used a very good offensive attack against Stephanie in the second and third periods.  Ms Waters connected with multitude of jabs, hooks and crossing blows from the outside in round four, but when she missed with a haymaker in the fifth it proved to be a costly mistake.  Alex backed her against the ropes and pummeled her mercilessly with hooks and straight right hands.  Down the home stretch, Latina Lightning kept pressing forward and belaboring Ms Waters on her way to a unanimous decision victory over Stephanie.  
Winner: ALEX “Latina Lightning” MARTINEZ
Unanimous Decision
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Fight 37: EBBA JEPSEN vs JERRI “The Fire” BYRNE 

Description: (8 Rounds) Ebba Jepsen faces Jerri Byrne in tonight’s Regional Belt match.  For the first 30 seconds of the opening period, the women tested one another as they sparred at center ring.  There was no questioning the superb technical skills and speed of the competitors.  Ms Byrne made the first move to change the character of this fight as she moved in at Ebba with some flurries of punches that were almost too fast and numerous to count.  Ms Jepsen quickly erased any ideas that Jerri may have had of an easy victory as she charged from her corner at the start of the second to quickly bombard the Fire.  Ebba mixed her assaults, using head and body blows to earn the Fire’s respect and notch wins in rounds two through four.  During the initial exchanges of round five, Jerri unloaded a sweet right cross to Jepsen’s ear.  Knocked off balance, Ebba was defenseless against the assault that sent her reeling drunkenly into a corner.  Reacting quickly to her predicament, Ms Jepsen spun through a narrow gap between the ring ropes and Ms Byrne’s right shoulder.  Once she reached the relative freedom of center ring, she skillfully evaded the Fire’s power punches through the remainder of the session.  Ebba used potent jabs to make way for her combinations in rounds six and seven.  Jerri displayed remarkable resilience as she fought her way through these difficult sessions.  The final frame was a blockbuster session.  Both women used all their remaining arsenals and energy attempting to secure a stoppage.  Although it was a difficult call, I thought that Ms Jepsen won the round by a hair.  I certainly didn’t envy the task that the judges had before them.  All three saw Ebba Jepsen as the winner by a very slight margin.  

Winner: EBBA JEPSEN
Unanimous Decision
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Fight 38: DENA DE LA CRUZ vs STACY “Softie Puncher” SKARLETTA

Description: (10 Rounds) Dena De la Cruz and Stacy Skarletta contend for the National Belt this evening.  Ms Skarletta made her customary fast start in round one, looking to catch Dena before she could warm up to the evening’s task.  Stacy certainly won the round, but the Freedom Fighter wasn’t swept away by her early assault.  Round two went into De la Cruz’s win column as she used her jab to set up combinations that kept the Softie Puncher on the defensive.  Round three was further evidence that Ms De la Cruz was here to win the fight and claim her third consecutive National Belt.  Doubling up on her jabs, she bombarded Skarletta with some nerve numbing right hooks.  She almost sent the Softie Puncher to the canvas in the fourth with a pretty right hook to the temple.  Round five was so closely contested that I scored it a draw.  Stacy used an impressive rally to end the round after being out boxed early in the frame.  The Freedom Fighter’s steady offense garnered her wins in the sixth and seventh stanzas.  Ms Skarletta came out with greater intensity in the eighth, but she was having trouble landing her powerful right hands.  When she missed with a right cross in round nine, Dena countered with a one-two combination to the head that staggered her.  Following De la Cruz’s fusillade of short range power punches, Stacy clinched to gain some recovery time.  With just two minutes remaining, Stacy went all out to knock out her foe.  She managed to wobble Dena a couple times during the closing period, but De la Cruz stubbornly remained upright.  The judges were unanimous in their selection of Dena de la Cruz as the winner despite Stacy’s strong finish.    
Winner: DENA DE LA CRUZ
Unanimous Decision
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Fight 39: NINA “Soviet Lady” BOGUINSKAIA vs CHANTAL “Power” GEIGER

Description: (10 Rounds) Nina Boguinskaia meets Chantal Geiger for the International Belt in tonight’s next bout.  In their last encounter the Soviet Lady claimed a decision victory over Power Geiger.  Rounds one and two were both exploratory sessions with Chantal out scoring Nina in the first with jabs and hooks to the head.  Ms Boguinskaia gained the nod in the second, using a pressure offense to back Chantal against the ropes and bludgeoning her body.  Chantal out connected the Soviet Lady by between 10 and 20 punches in rounds three and four.  Round five reversed the pattern as Ms Boguinskaia trapped Geiger in her corner for much of the period.  Although she didn’t score a knockdown, her ripping body shots sapped much of Chantal’s energy.  When Nina snared Ms Geiger along the ropes early in the sixth, a wicked left hook to the liver sent Chantal to the canvas for a knockdown.  Power was unable to stay out of the Soviet Lady’s punching range in the seventh and went down for a second eight count as a result.  After mauling Chantal through rounds eight and nine, Ms Boguinskaia could have coasted to a victory, but that is not her style.  Nina aggressively attacked at the start of the tenth, firing snappy jabs followed by heavy handed combinations.  Feinting to the body often opened up scoring opportunities to Chantal’s head.  One such opening allowed Nina to cross Geiger’s jaw with a pair of dynamite hooks that sent Chantal to the canvas one more time.  In the limited time remaining, Nina did her best to knock out her struggling foe but she failed to deliver the coup de grace before the bell.  Ms Boguinskaia won both her 38th victory and the International Belt in what was a successful and commanding outing.   
Winner: NINA “Soviet Lady” BOGUINSKAIA
Unanimous Decision
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Fight 40: ANIKA “Fists of Steel” HU vs URSULA “Wildcat” WILD

Description: (10 Rounds) Tonight’s main event pits Anika Hu against Ursula Wild.  In their last meeting, Ms Hu took the decision to retain her title.  Round one started with the Wildcat’s usual frontal assault.  By sheer volume of punches alone Ursula decisively won the opening period.  Through the first minute of round two, Ursula continued to hold sway over the champion with her hard swinging assault.  In a split second, that all changed; Ms Hu exploded a masterful left hook to the Wildcat’s chin, dropped Ms Wild to the floor.  Ursula arose at the count of eight and fought on.  Round three was another winning stanza for Ms Hu who showed the challenger a variety of angles, powerful left jabs and right hooks.  Ms Wild’s face was red and swollen from Anika’s punches at the end of the round.  In the fourth stanza the action moved to close range, with both women firing similarly paced volleys.  The Swiss Girl picked up the tempo of her offense in the fifth and sixth sessions.  Anika did not try to hang with her, instead choosing to look for another opportunity to drop in a power shot like the one she exploded in round two.  Sensing that she was falling behind in the scoring, Anika upped her own firing rate at the beginning of the seventh.  During an early flurry, she missed with a straight right hand.  Ursula parried the blow and countered with a straight right hand to Ms Hu’s nose.  Fists of Steel’s head jerked back and the Wildcat hammered home a left hook-right cross combination that sent Anika tottering back against the ropes.  An overhand right to her left eye sent Ms Hu to the mat.   Through rounds eight, nine and ten Ms Wild continued to punish the champion with well executed combinations.  Anika tried repeatedly to turn the momentum back in her favor, but Ms Wild never gave her the chance.  Although there were no further knockdowns scored, there was little question that the challenger was in the driver’s seat.  When the final bell sounded, the Wildcat, her corner team, and her fans started to celebrate even before the results were officially announced.  There was a commonality of scores with all three of the ringside judges overwhelmingly giving the nod to Ursula Wild.
Winner: URSULA “Wildcat” WILD

Unanimous Decision – New DWBL Lightweight Champion
