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Spirits of Nature


The Newsletter of the University of Bristol Earth Religions Society





Merry Met





As another cycle of the academic year begins, we see a fresh crop of faces coming to UOBERS.  Some of you may have been on the path some time, some of you may be new to it, and others simply curious as to where it leads, but in any case, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce our selves.


Primarily, UOBERS is a neo-pagan discussion and social group.  We cover subjects like archaeology, ecology, different belief systems and practical magic, plus workshops on meditation and the occasional eisteddfod.  We are not a coven, for the simple reason that our group consists of (and welcomes) a range of traditions and levels of experience, people of other faiths, and those who are simply interested.  And we think this is a good thing.


But we are a neo-pagan society, and for those of you idly reading this at Fresh, you may be thinking "What does that mean?", and as neo-pagan is a pretty big term, it's a good question.  We believe in personal responsibility, in recognising all our actions have consequences, and deciding if we can deal with those consequences - we do not believe in absolutes of good or evil, virtues and sins.  We acknowledge the presence of many gods and goddesses, and even if we choose not to worship a deity ourselves we recognise and respect their validity to those who do.  Finally, we aim for balance - balance of the light and dark, masculine and feminine within ourselves, and to restore balance to our environment.


But words alone cannot properly introduce a group, and we hope that you will come and meet us, if only briefly, and allow ourselves to understand each other more clearly.





Blessed be





Lughnasadh & Mabon





While we were away two big Pagan feast days (or Sabats) took place; so lets get up to date!





Lughnasadh or Lammas falls on the 4th of August and marks the beginning of the autumn harvests, more precisely this festival marks the corn (cereal) harvest. The corn has ripened in the summer sun and now must be cut down in its prime. The sacrifice of the corn (and the mythical archetype John Barleycorn) is of importance in both a literal and a metaphorical sense. The corn must be cut to provide seed for next year’s crop. Here also lies a model of balance, the cycles of life, the old makes way for the new, death makes way for rebirth, the God dies that he may be reborn at Yule. We make our own sacrifices in life; and Lughnasadh is a time to think about these everyday changes. Right now freshers are making many of their own sacrifices: Leaving the security of their parents and the towns they know, for a new life, these changes appear frightening at first but we make them that we may move on to better things, make our own lives and eventually families. The wheel turns.


Mabon, the Autumn equinox is also the time to harvest fruit. The trees have grown strong over the summer, and put all their resources into the fruit. At Mabon the land prepares for the winter, the trees are sleepy, soon the leaves start to turn and within a month they will be in hibernation. The land waxes and wanes like the moon, growing strong and declining in a cycle of perfect balance. This is a festival celebrated in many religions and cultures, for instance as Harvest home or thanksgiving. Celebrate the fruit harvest by drinking wine, the product of a successful harvest!





Next Sabat: Samhain, Celtic New Year


October 31st





Membership is open to all and costs £2


For more information about UOBERS or Paganism see our website at www.geocities.com/uobers 


or e-mail uobers@hotmail.com





Meetings every Tuesday at 7:30pm in the Union


All our meetings are followed by drinks in the Epi!





7th October – First Meeting: Question and Answer session on Paganism





Paganism Who’s Who





This brand new section gives you a quick rundown of some of the most famous pagans in modern history, many of whom have greatly influenced the shape of paganism today. Alternative names for this section include “Which Witch is Which” and “Predominantly Prominent Pagan People”.





Doreen Valiente 1922 -1997





Doreen Valiente was perhaps one of the most respected English witches to have influenced the modern day movement of Witchcraft. She was an early initiate and High Priestess of Gerald Gardner and did much to co-write with him the basic ritual and other materials that helped to change and shape contemporary Witchcraft.





She introduced feminist and green strands into Wicca, and did not seek publicity but always spoke up in the defence of the Craft. Author of the Charge of the Goddess and many other beautiful poems and rituals in the Book of Shadows.





Books: An ABC of Witchcraft Past and Present, Natural Magic, The Rebirth of Witchcraft, Witchcraft Tomorrow


WITCHCRAFT: A Tradition Renewed


Evan John Jones with Doreen Valiente, Preface by Doreen Valiente





Sources:


http://www.cog.org/doreen.html


http://www.controverscial.com/Doreen %20Valiente.htm





A Brief overview of a year in UOBERS: Events of 2002 - 2003





Introduction to Pagan Paths


The first term brought a series of informative talks by speakers introducing the Pagan Path that they follow. They included:


Witchcraft and Wicca


Shamanism


Druidry


Northern Path





Methods of Magick


There were also introductions to three types of magick which some Pagans practise for positive change in their lives:


Natural Magick


Ceremonial Magick


Runic Magick





Samhain Pub Crawl


Halloween saw us turn into vampires, werewolves, orks and a skeleton morris dancer! and scare people as we rampaged from pub to pub.





Celtic Clifton and the Historical Centre


Our first outing of the year involved a guided archaeological stroll around Iron Age Clifton.


Later in the year we took another walk round a different part of Bristol, this time it was the centre, learning and seeing some historical oddities along the way - including a real human skeleton in a pub!





Stonehenge – Talk and Private Access


At the end of the spring term a speaker informed us of all we needed to know about Stonehenge ready for ready for our next trip out…


At the beginning of the summer term we arranged a trip for private access to Stonehenge. While the tourists are restricted to look from a distance we wandered amongst the stones in awe took lots of pictures and lay in the ground in a line.





Summer Barbecue


In our last week of the year we celebrated the end of exams with a feast. Copious amounts of food and drink were consumed.





To come in 2003 - 2004


This year we plan to bring you more fascinating guest speakers, exciting trips out (including another Stonehenge visit) and maybe even something a little bit different as well.
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