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A Fate Worse than Fate...





Lachysis, Clothos and Atropos, the Norns, the Wyrd Sisters, Fate often plays a staring role in Pre-Christian mythology.  A shadowy entity that our superstitious forebears praised when things went right, feared when they didn't.  In these days of self-determination and free will we'd like to think we're shot of their ephemeral influence, so much so that 'fate' has become a bit of a dirty four letter word.  'Fate' feels uneasily like 'bad luck'.  If we believed in luck, that is.  





We recoil from Death and the Devil in the Tarot, from Straiph (characterised by Blackthorn and the Wolf) of the Ogham.  They herald this 'fate', this 'bad luck'.  But if we have total control over our lives, where is it coming from?  Our failure?  Enemies out to foil us?  Or just mathematics?  Draw a card and the Ace of Spades will come up once in fifty-two.  Perhaps the Sisters still have a place in our world, and sometimes we cannot escape the future they weave for us.  





So are we powerless?  When the river of life reaches rapids, must we be dashed against the rocks?  Well, no, actually.  We could fight the current, refuse to give in, and end up exhausting ourselves and drowning.  Or, we can trust the river and float, allowing the current to carry us to safety.  Once our energy is diverted from the fight, it can be used to learn from the experience, leaving us better equipped to survive Death, triumph over The Devil and untangle ourselves from the Blackthorn next time we meet them.











Paganism Who’s Who





Gerald Brosseau Gardner  (1884-1964)


Founder of modern Wicca.  Initiated into the New Forest coven in 1939. Interested in naturism, folklore, magic, and an expert on Malay knives.


A controversial figure; no-one seems to know exactly how much stuff he 'made up' or borrowed from other traditions (e.g. Freemasonry).  A bit of a self-publicist by all accounts, but certainly a charismatic figure whose thought and practice informs much of modern Wicca, especially its eclectic tendencies.


Books: A Goddess Arrives, High Magic's Aid, Witchcraft Today, & The Meaning of Witchcraft 


http://www.bcholmes.org/wicca/gardner.html


http://www.themystica.com/mystica/articles/g/gardner_gerald_b.html


http://www.geraldgardner.com/


http://www.controverscial.com/Gerald%20Brosseau%20Gardner.htm

















