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Paganism Who’s Who





Ross Nichols  - ‘Nuinn’, 1902 – 1975


One of the Founding Fathers of modern Nature-based spirituality. A graduate of history from Cambridge University; interested in mythology, depth psychology, magic and religion. He worked in journalism, teaching and social work through the Depression, and became a committed socialist and pacifist. Ross was also a vegetarian and naturist, joining Britain’s first nudist community, Spielplatz, near St.Albans in Hertfordshire, in the 1930s.


    In 1939, at the age 37 he became Principal of a private college in London (‘Jimmy’s - famous for tutoring Winston Churchill) where he worked during the war, staying at Spielplatz at weekends and on vacations. It was there that he probably first met Gerald Gardner. After the war Ross transferred his allegiance to Gardner’s nudist club nearby, The Five Acres Country Club, which he continued to visit regularly until his death.  He founded the Order of Bards, Ovates, and Druids in 1964.


    During the last decade of his life, Ross succeeded in radically changing the practice of modern Druidism, shifting its focus from Universalism to Celtic sources. In addition he introduced the practice of observing all eight festivals of the Pagan Year within modern Druidry, and the three grades of Bard, Ovate and Druid, based on classical accounts. In the last years of his life he wrote The Book of Druidry. He was 


an accomplished 


poet and artist, and 


travelled widely, 


feeling particularly 


drawn to Egypt. 


His legacy is yet to 


be fully appreciated, 


and the Order that he 


founded has grown 


to become the largest 


Druid grouping in 


the world. It is 


arguable that he and 


Gardner can be 


considered the Founding Fathers of modern Paganism. 





from http://rossnichols.druidry.org/index.shtml
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The Wheel of the Year








Yule (Winter solstice) – 21st December��Yule is the main festival of the Northern calendar. Historically this is because it is a time when there is little work to be done for farmers, the seas are too rough for fishing and the weather prevents raiding of other settlements and also protects you from the raids of others. This leaves everyone more or less free to make merry. �We celebrate the rebirth of the sun, and though the teeth of winter will become sharper and their bite yet harsher, we know that the Sun is returning and heralding a new spring. At this time magical beings, elves, trolls and the spirits of the dead roam freely and must be either warded off or welcomed in friendship. The Wild Hunt also ride most fiercely at this time of year, and though they are dangerous to meet many leave gifts of food and drink for them.�There are many customs still common today that have their origins in Odinic practices, these include feasting, giving gifts, evergreen decorations, ‘Christmas’ Trees, and Yule candles and Yule logs. Yule is a time for comradeship and hope, the wheel of the year has turned a full circle and a new circle is beginning. Wassssail!!!!!
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