STREAMLINING THE FIRST PRINCIPLES

By Rolan D. Monje (for the MMCC Teaching Crew, Jun 2003)

One of the main roles of the MMCC Teaching Committee is to review and streamline the First Principles study series.  It is with much soberness and prayerfulness that we in the Teaching Committee approach this daunting task.  While we do not have to dismantle much of what we have learned in the past, we must clarify several points that have been made much clearer to us in the past months.  

We are confident in much of the content of what we teach in the ICOC, but we are open to changes in the structure, emphasis, and presentation, all in line with proper and meaningful exegesis.  We start therefore with some explanations to prepare our minds for such a crucial evaluation.

Motivation

1. Our goal in streamlining the First Principles is to “contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 3 cf Ac 2:42 & Gal 1:6-9).  This is in keeping with the challenge to teach sound doctrine (2 Tim 2:15, 4:3).  The First Principles should present the gospel in both its simplicity and entirety.  By streamlining we mean carving out and presenting the essentials in the best form.

2. We must acknowledge that even the first church was prone to steering and drifting in doctrine (2 Pet and 1 John evidences).  

3. Ultimately, the result will be for future believers to learn to love God with all their heart, soul, and mind (Mt 22:37) and so that present believers will remember what they have believed (much like Heb 10:23,35-39).

Clarification

1. The First Principles study series is only a “model” study series.  It is not an absolute method of conversion. In the first century, disciples had to share the good news by the “oral gospel” since the New Testament was not fully compiled yet.  Evidently, this entailed:

a. Quoting of OT verses using scrolls

b. Paraphrasing the OT verses from memory (scrolls were hard to procure & reproduce)

c. Sharing personal convictions about Jesus

d. Providing references or allusions from the Talmud

2. It should be expected that even without the New Testament, we should be able to convert someone to Christ (i.e., just with OT verses).  With the New Testament however, the themes presented can be explained more expediently.

3. We must acknowledge that first century conversions were faster, although we must allow for both short and long conversions (Ac 26:29).  Note the ff circumstances:

a. The Jews were a generally moral society.

b. The Jews, especially men were brought up in the atmosphere of the Torah/Mosaic Law

c. The Jews during that time were very much aware of themes like judgment and crucifixion.

d. The miraculous gifts of the Spirit were present to assist the fledgling church.

e. The Apostles themselves were the ones directly leading ministry work.

Our goal is to bridge the gap of the centuries – explaining the essentials, reclaiming what was lost and removing false notions -- without putting unnecessary burden on future disciples.

4. The future First Principles will cater to the conversion process only and other studies may be added to the follow-up study series.  Meanwhile, disciples are still encouraged to use the conventional study series.

5. We will also allow for the creation of a study “toolbox” of supplementary studies which disciples can refer to for specific explanations and historical backgrounds.  The contents of this toolbox are under deliberation.

Vision 

It is our vision that each disciple will be made aware of the basic truths of the gospel and be deeply rooted in the essential beliefs of Christianity. 

