The Truth of the Gospel [Part 4]

By Rolan Monje

Introduction

This article will focus on New Testament baptism. To keep things short, many of the discussions are left in outline form.

Before we begin we must admit that there are many present views on baptism in the religious world.  Sadly, most views today have lost the essential elements which made baptism such a powerful and meaningful teaching in the 1st century.  We hope to solidify our understanding and clarify pertinent issues from our study.

Our study has 2 parts:

I. The Principles Behind Baptism

II. The Practice of Baptism  

I. The Principles Behind Baptism

Let us first look at the principles we can get from NT the preachers.  We will look at John, Jesus, Peter, and Paul.  Then we follow will excerpts from the early church fathers.

A. John on Baptism

John the Baptist was the forerunner of Jesus and preached a preparatory baptism.

1. John’s role and message was prophesied.

John was to prepare the way for Jesus’ message (Is 40:3)

His purpose was to restore hearts (Mal 4:5)

The main point of his message was to be repentance (Mal 3:1)

2. John demanded repentance – a change of heart, before baptism.

People confessed their sins (Mark 1:5)

People asked John what to do in order to repent. (Lk 3:10-14)

People had to understand baptism as a response to his message (Lk 3:3, cf. Ac 13:24)

3. John did not baptize those who rejected the message

Those who did not get baptized were those who rejected God’s message (Lk 7:30)

4. John demonstrated the order of things. (It should be noted!)


Preaching first, then repentance (Mt 12:41)


No repentance, no baptism (Mt 3:7-9)


No baptism, no forgiveness of sins (Lk 3:3)

John paved the way for Jesus’ ministry. He preached and expected people to respond to God’s message. Thus John’s ministry succeeded in announcing the Kingdom, preparing people to accept the King-Messiah, and also showed the pattern of repentance and baptism as a response to God.

B. Jesus on Baptism

I encourage you to read the verses mentioned below in order to make conclusions from Jesus’ teachings.

1.Jesus’ baptism was for a righteous requirement.

Jesus had to fulfill all righteousness (Mt 3:15)

Note: Jesus was an exception in that he did not sin (Ro 3:10)

2.Jesus taught baptism during his lifetime

Jesus was making disciples and baptizing them (Jn 4:1-2)

Jesus trained his disciples to baptize (Jn 4:1-2)

Being born again was to have the elements of water and spirit (Jn 3:3-5)

Jesus implied that John’s baptism was from heaven (Lk 20:1-8)

3.Jesus instructed baptism before he left

The Eleven were to go and make disciples, baptizing them…(Mt 28:18-20)

Belief was to be accompanied by baptism (Mark 16:15-16)

Jesus continued what John initiated.  Both preached and won responses to the message.  Those who accepted their message were baptized.  Of course, the first century church had to then follow the purpose of Jesus.  This is clear with Peter and Paul’s teachings.

C. Peter on Baptism

1.Peter was given the “keys to the Kingdom”

A ‘binding contract’ was to be made (Mt 16:19,18:18, Acts 2:38-39)

The disciples were to preach repentance and forgiveness of sins (Lk 24:47)

2.Peter answered the need of unsaved Jews in Pentecost

They were just there to celebrate the festival (Ac 2:5)

Peter preached and sought response (Ac 2:36-37)

Peter made clear that baptism resulted in forgiveness (Ac 2:38-39)

Those who accepted his message were baptized (Ac 2:40-41)

Peter reminded people of ‘saving baptism’ later on (1 Pet 3:21)

3. Extra note: Peter was united with Paul in his teachings (2 Pet 3:15-17)

D. Paul on Baptism

1.Paul preached and expected responsive ones to be baptized

Paul expected baptism as a response to Jesus (Ac 18:5-8)

Paul built friendships with those he baptized (Ac 16:15)

Paul was urged many to be baptized (households!) (1 Cor 1:14, 1:16)

Paul was urgent about baptism (Ac 16:32)

2.Paul was hard-line on his doctrine

He personally baptized some (1 Cor 1:16)

Baptism was to be connected with repentance and hating sin (Rom 6:1-2)

Baptism would bring death to sin and freedom from sin (Rom 6:4-6, 17,18)

Those who preached another gospel were condemned (Gal 1:8-9)

Only one baptism acceptable (Eph 4:4)

3.Baptism was the point through faith you become God’s child

You do it as an act of faith (Col 2:11-2)

You gain the sonship (Gal 3:26-27)

E. Early Church Fathers on Baptism

The early church leaders wrote about the importance of baptism.

Justin Martyr, Trypho ,Chap 44 “ washed…for the remission of sins, and for the remainder to live sinless lives.”

Clement, Instructor, Bk 1 Chap 6 “Washing, by which we cleanse our sins.”

Cyprian, To Donatus, Sec 3 “…the bath of saving water…” 

There are many more references and allusions to baptism in the early writings. (see appendix)

II. The Practice of Baptism

So far we have seen the principles as expressed by the NT preachers, including Christ himself.  To summarize these, we can now say that:

Baptism is 

…a faith response to God’s message

…a righteous requirement

…a must to be saved

…a participation in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection

…a point of conversion, sonship, and membership

The point and timing of baptism is logically understood from the chart below:



Only the first box is completed by the preacher of the message.  The rest is up to the person listening to the message.  Obviously, the message is the gospel of Christ.  The listener has a “mind change” about Christ.  That belief is now translated into action.  Baptism then has meaning attached to the action.



After the time of Christ, the practice of baptism simply followed the pattern set by Christ.  Baptism was a commemoration of the moment at the river Jordan.

B. Baptism in the NT 

(words and explanation taken from Doug Jacoby’s article in London Church of Christ bulletin)

It was immersion.


The Greek word means to immerse or dip.

1. Baptidzo = immerse. The word always used for NT baptism. (It comes from the verb bapto, which means to dip.) Baptidzo literally means dip or immerse (in the active voice), dip oneself, plunge, sink, or even drown (in the middle voice). Classical Greek authors used this word to describe ships sinking in naval warfare. The clear implication is total immersion. 
2. Hrantidzo = sprinkle. Never used in the NT in connection with baptism. It is true that the OT practice of sprinkling blood (which conveys sanctification) is associated through the death of Christ with NT baptism (Hebrews 10:22), but there is no evidence the first century Christians attempted to give a new meaning to the word baptidzo. 
3. Cheo = pour. Never used in the NT for baptism. 
4. Hydraino = apply water. Never used in the NT for water baptism. 

Baptisma is the Greek word for immersion, and those familiar with the language readily admit the fact.
It was done as a response to the message.

The same message was to be applied to all people (Ac 15:9)

Peter preached and those who responded were baptized (Ac 2:41)

Philip preached and those who responded were baptized (Ac 8:12,35-39)

Even if Paul had fasted and prayed for 3 days, he still needed baptism! (Ac 22:14-16)

Even John’s disciples who were baptized with John’s baptism had to be baptized again. (Acts 19:1-5)

The message was combination of belief and baptism, with the whole idea being a change of mind and heart.

i. belief – Ac 4:4; 8:12,13; 9:42; 11:17, 18:8, 19:18

ii. baptism – Ac 2:41; 8:12, 38; 9:18, 16:15, 33; 18:8, 19:18

Paul & Peter reminded people of their baptism. (Rom 6:1-4, 1 Pet 3:21)

C. Requirements for Baptism

The same pattern can be seen throughout NT times.

Teaching (Luke 3:3-13, Mark 16:15, Rom 10:17 and all conversions in Acts)

Belief in Jesus (Jn 17:20, 20:30, Ac 15:7, 17:11, Rom 10:17)

Repentance (Mt 3:8, Ac 3:19, 26:20)

Declaration/Confession (Act 8:37, Rom 10:9)

D. Historicity of Baptism

While this section is obviously extra-biblical (not included in the Bible), the evidences for baptism shed light into its nature and is an interesting topic in itself.  Facts include:


Existence of baptistries in catacombs and caves.

The possible use of pools in Jerusalem during the Acts 2 baptisms.

Early church writings on baptism.

The fact is there are numerous evidences on the importance and practice of baptism up to second century AD. (see appendix).
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