Minutes from the 02/06/03 Meeting

This meeting was held in the Sports Center at 121 East Sunset Road, Las Vegas, Nevada - 89119

Handouts were available including: the meeting agenda, the financial report and the membership listing.  Additional handouts were provided and are referenced here.  All are included as part of this report.
President Mike Burns called the meeting to order at 5:55 PM

1. ROLL CALL
Secretary Ferris called roll for those active members who’s dues were current:

17 Active and paid members were in attendance.  Several coaches sat in on the meeting who were not members.  

Members present were:


F. Allen, M. Avery, H Bjerke, M. Burns, S. Butcher, C. Chmelka, K. Crumley, R. Ferris, B. Foster, K. Golder, Y Hayasaki, R. Jepson, L. Karakhanyan, V. Marinitch, F. Roethlisberger, F. Turoff, M. Williams (OK), R. Brant, R. Galimore, D. McIntye, B. Morris.  
2. TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer’s Financial Report was presented to the members (included with these minutes).   Randy Jepson motioned to accept the Financial Report as presented, Steve Butcher seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the August 8, 2002 meeting were presented in the mailing of November 10, 2002.   Fred Turoff stated that there were some spelling errors and motioned to accept the minutes with his corrections.  The motion was seconded by Randy Jepson.  The motion was approved.

4. REPORTS


A. Men’s Program Director

Ron Galimore, USAG Men’s Program Director, complimented President Burns on his efforts with the Title IX political efforts which are on-going.  Mr. Galimore continued reporting on USAG Men’s Program activities including the upcoming FIG Men’s Technical Committee Meeting in Anaheim, California.  Mr. Galimore reviewed the busy schedule which is coming up as follows:

· March – Senior Men’s Team Camp

· May 5 – 11 – JO Nationals in GA

· May 17th – the summer qualifier to the Championships of the USA (site is, as yet, undetermined)

· US Championships (men’s competition on Friday and Sunday!)

· July 9th – 18th World Team Training Camp
4. REPORTS

A. Men’s Program Director continued
· Pan American Games Team Processing begins

· August 1st – 6th - Pan American Games

· August 8th - World Team arrives in Anaheim

· August 13th – Men’s Podium for World Championships begins

· August 19th – Men’s Team competition for the World University Games begin
· A site has not yet been determined for the Summer Qualifier to the US Championships which is scheduled for May 17, 2003.  A request for a site host was made.  An emphasis was made on the need to have a facility which does not have to ship in equipment.  

· The World University Games has been discussed many times in  MPC meetings and the determination had been made that USAG did not have the resources to field a team.  A committee was developed (the Chairman is Yoshi Hayasaki, members include: Butch Zunich, Jay Thornton, Kurt Golder, Mark Williams) because there was interest in sending a team, even if the individual programs would be funding the event.  Mr. Galimore questioned the “political climate” in South Korea (host for the WUG) regarding travel.  
· Mr. Galimore stated that we would have to move very fast in order to get a list of names ready for team members for the Pan Am Games, World Championships and the World University Games. Team leaders, coaches, etc. all need to be identified the week after the US Championships. 
B. Men’s National Team Coordinator 
** A complete review and copies of handouts are available to USECAFMG Members (by request) and is on file with the minutes.**
Ron Brant (Men’s National Team Coordinator) distributed two documents 
· The first was an updated Strategic Plan. Mr. Brant stated that in 2002 the men’s team accomplished over 90% of the objectives in the previous Strategic Plan commenting that we are definitely on track.  Mr. Brant also commented that he was impressed with the “run” which the coaches and the athletes were enjoying noting that they were all constantly increasing their intensity.  Mr. Brant noted that during the 2002 World Championships we placed an athlete into finals on every event in which we entered for the first time since 1984.  The current competition level is such that performances must be flawless and include a “stuck” landing in order to be in contention for a medal.  Mr. Brant continued to explain that his job is not to hand people documents and say – “here, do this” rather his job is to “pick the brains of the coaches, talk to the athletes, look at what is going on around the world and present thoughts that can help us go to the next level”.  Mr. Brant complimented the Senior Coaches for their contributions and stated that “everyone is raising the level right now”.  
· The second document entitled “USA Men’s Gymnastics, Senior Camp January 12 – 20 2003” was developed to alert the coaches and athletes to the same point that Mr. Galimore had made earlier, that things were coming up fast.
· Mr. Brant finished by noting that we are beginning to be viewed differently by the gymnastics world due to our placings in the most recent competitions.  Paul Hamm making Pommel Horse finals changed how we are looked at as a nation on that event.  Ron closed with the statement that sticking a dismount is worth at least a .2 higher score. 

C. Men’s Program Committee Senior Coaches Representatives – Miles Avery & Kurt Golder

· Kurt commented that the committee is running very smoothly with Yoichi Tomita as the Chair.  
· President Burns requested some prior notification of MPC agenda items and Miles suggested that we send an E-mail to the membership, notifying the USECAFMG Membership of MPC actions which need to be taken.  

D. FIG Issues – Harry Bjerke

Harry Bjerke offered to report on FIG issues since George Beckstead was not able to attend the meeting.  Mr. Bjerke described a committee which had been formulated  (including Butch Zunich, Ron Brant, Harry Bjerke and others) who’s purpose is to formulate a document for Mr. Beckstead to consider any questions the coaching community needed clarification on regarding the current Code of Points as well as the future Code of Points.
E. NGJA Issues – Steve Butcher

Steve Butcher reported in place of Butch Zunich on the NGJA issues.  Congratulations to Harry Bjerke and Jim Hartung for their appointment to Judge the 2003 World Championship.  Steve Butcher and Butch Zunich will also be in place at the World’s as support staff.
F. USAG Board of Directors Issues – Mike Burns 

President Burns reported on the USA Gymnastics Board of Directors issues.  Steve Butcher has been elected to the Executive Committee as an “At large” member.  Mr. Burns complimented Yoichi Tomita on his performance as Vice Chair for Men on the Executive Committee in presenting the Men’s Program information in a manner that demonstrates the cooperation and organization of the Men’s Program.  We have already formulated our nomination to the FIG, well ahead of the March 1st deadline.  The next USAG BOD meeting will be held in Chicago on March 28, 2003.  Many of the NCAA coaches and judges who are members of the BOD will be involved in competitions that weekend.  Board Members must get themselves replacements for this meeting.  

· Potential By-Laws change is brewing regarding the number of National Membership Directors for each discipline in USAG.  At present time each discipline has two.  There may be a push to decide that the number of representatives should be based on membership numbers within each discipline

· Regarding the USAG Budget – Colarossi’s President’s Report indicates that, due in large part to cost savings in various areas of the budget, USAG will finish in the black for 2002 by around $4,500.  Main area of savings came in Programs - $125,000.00.

5. OLD BUSINESS
A. Men’s Coaches Association – Bill Foster
Bill Foster stated that due to his “extended stay in Cleveland” after last year’s US Championships, he was no longer able to continue his efforts to revitalize the Men’s Coaches Association.  A three man committee of Kevin White, Jeff Robinson, and Tim Klempnauer has been working on getting the organization together and hopes to have everything ready by JO Nationals.  Ron Galimore questioned whether the dues to the USAG BOD have been paid.  Mr. Foster said that he would look into that.  Ron Brant suggested that Jeff Robinson take the position as the USAG BOD representative for the organization.  Ron Galimore emphasized how critical it was that we maintain this organizations position on the USA BOD.  

B. Junior National Team Program – Dennis McIntyre

Dennis stated that in his opinion there are far more than 50 Elite level coaches in the US and that we should tap the JO Coaches as possible additions to the USECAFMG membership.   Dennis reported on the Junior Team trip to China.  One key observation was how the athletes took back an enhanced work ethic after training with the Chinese.  Mr. McIntyre complimented the athletes and coaches who took part in the Junior Pan American Games.  There were many problems with schedule changes and power outages and the group took them all in stride. Mr. McIntyre also reported on the benefits of the 2nd Tier camp for JE1, 2 & 3 athletes which was funded by the Deci Memorial Competition.  Mr. McIntyre also stated that a movement in philosophy had been occurring with the junior coaches, they are much more concerned about creating training environments which were based on the Elite rules and not on the JO rules.  Mr. McIntyre finished stating that after each of the Junior Camps he creates a detailed report.  Copies are sent to MPC, JOPC, and the Junior National Coaching Staff.  He will send additional copies to those who request.  A Junior meet with Japan is coming soon and a possible tri meet with Canada and Germany is in the developmental stages
6. NEW BUSINESS
A. Television Coverage

Harry Bjerke questioned if the Men’s Competition from the World Championships was going to be televised.  Ron Galimore answered yes on August 24th from 2 PM to 4 PM.

B. Winter Cup and NCAA Participation

Yoshi Hayasaki questioned the membership regarding their position as to how important the Winter Cup was to their programs.  President Burns stated that previously the event had been a “re-ranking” for the Senior Team.  It seems to Mr. Hayasaki, that this event lacked value to the athletes.  Randy Jepson pointed out that 4 and 5 event athletes had a good opportunity here.  Tom Glieimi stated that since this was being used as a “counting meet” by many schools that the qualification criteria should be more clearly defined and also questioned whether there should be an NCAA division in the competition.  Ron Galimore stated that the MPC had determined that 84 was a safe number of athletes.  There were 55 pre qualified athletes.  Mr. Galimore also stated that this event was an extremely important event in that the senior athletes need a competition at which they can attempt new skills with no risk of losing their position on the team.  Ron Brant suggested that it would be good for coaches to give these ideas to the MPC.  He feels that it is a good opportunity to see the Junior athletes moving into positions which challenge the seniors, making the seniors recognize the importance of maintaining their positions.   Dennis McIntyre said that the event is a great opportunity for the Junior athletes to compete head to head with the Senior athletes.  
C. World Championship Ticket Information

Steve Butcher reported on the ticket sales for the World Championships.  He recommends that persons wishing to purchase tickets get the Gold Medal Package ($399.00).  The other seating is much too high to get a good gymnastics view.  

D. NCAA National Championships
Fred Turoff reported that Temple University will be hosting the NCAA Men’s Gymnastics Championships.  He also explained that a reunion of all previous NCAA Gymnasts and Programs would be held in conjunction with the event.

E. Next Meeting of USECAFMG

President Burns stated that the next membership meeting will take place at the US Championships in Milwaukee.   Thursday would most likely be the day.

7.  MOTION TO ADJOURN
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Harry Bjerke and it was seconded by Steve Butcher.  President Burns adjourned the meeting at 7:34 PM.
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