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	Commandant – Terry Wilson
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	Chaplain – J. Tom Coffman
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CALENDAR

· July 21 – Detachment Meeting, VFW Post 4895, 7 pm
· July 28 – Ladies Night Out, Logan’s Roadhouse on Wilma Rudolph at 6:30 pm
THIS MONTH’S FEATURES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA!!!!!

The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies

In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776


The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of America, 


When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.  That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.  That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 


Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.  But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. 

Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government.  The history of the present King of Great Britain [George III] is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.  To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 


He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 


He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained, and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 


He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 


He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. 


He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. 


He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. 


He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 


He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. 


He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 


He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out their substance. 


He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies, without the consent of our legislatures. 


He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power. 


He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

· For protecting them by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

· For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

· For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

· For depriving us in many cases of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 

· For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences: 

· For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies: 

· For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 

· For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 


He has abdicated Government here by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us. 


He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 


He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 


He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. 


He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms.  Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.  A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 


Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. 

· We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. 

· We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. 

· We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. 


They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity.  We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 


We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by the authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare.  That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. 


And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.
The signers of the Declaration represented the new States as follows:

New Hampshire:  Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton

Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samual Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry

Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery

Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott

New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris

New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark

Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross

Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean

Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton

Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton

North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn

South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton

Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton
CONVENTION NEWS

By Stacey Hopwood
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The annual Marine Corps League Department of Tennessee State Convention was held in Johnson City on June 23rd – June 25th.  It was hosted by the Tri Cities Detachment #969 and held at the Holiday Inn.  Those in attendance from our Detachment were Commandant Terry Wilson and wife Barbara, Senior Vice Commandant Stacey Hopwood and husband Bernie, Junior Vice Commandant Kendall Dealy and Adjutant Kiran Dealy, Paymaster Claire Minie, and Junior Past Commandant Loyal Conard and wife Jane.  A good time was had by all.  Be sure and ask Jane about her sculpture building talents next time you see her.  And don’t forget to inquire about Barbara’s first ever visit to the world famous “Hooters”.
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An enjoyable trip to Bristol Motor Speedway got the weekend off to a great start, including a hot lap (of a whopping 45 miles per hour) around the track.  But don’t be fooled, on that 36 degree banking, 45 MPH is too fast!!!  That led to some informative classes on Friday concerning the Fallen Marine program, League awards, and how to host a convention.  

Friday evening brought the Military Order of the Devil Dogs’ Growl, during which Kendall was initiated as a Pup, and Stacey and Terry advanced to the degree of Devil Dog from Pup.  Claire was installed as the “Smart Dog” for the state, and Stacey was drafted, I mean volunteered, to be the “Mad Dog”.  If you don’t know what any of that means, ask one of us so you can get in on the fun next time.
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The business meeting was held on Saturday, to include the election of state officers for 2005-2006.  The new slate of officers is Commandant David Gardner (Stones River), Senior Vice Commandant Charles Reedy (Tri Cities), Junior Vice Commandant David Cates (Knoxville), and JAG James Kern (Memphis).  A full listing of officers can be found online at www.tennesseemarinesmcl-mcla.org, including all appointed officers such as myself as the Sgt-at-Arms.  Other business included the renaming of the Dept. of TN Marine of the Year Award after John T. Hicks, Past Dept. Commandant and all around hard charger.  It was also announced that Tennessee Dept. Commandant Gardner and Texas Dept. Commandant A.C. Deck will be making a formal presentation at the MCL National Convention requesting to make the Fallen Marine program a National initiative.  Currently only our two states carry it as an official state program.

Saturday evening brought the banquet, which provided good food and lots of prizes to be given away at the end of the night.  The keynote speaker was Lt. Gen. Fred McCorkle, USMC (Ret.), who as a Marine aviator, has flown every aircraft in the Corps, as well as a few belonging to the USAF.  He gave a rousing talk, which was followed by award presentations by Cmdt. Gardner, including Charles Reedy of our host Detachment of Tri Cities as the first recipient of the John T. Hicks Marine of the Year Award.  Officers of both the League and the Auxiliary were installed, and the evening adjourned to the extremely well stocked hospitality room for further discussions.  Turns out our very own Loyal Conard had been stationed with Lt. Gen. McCorkle way back when, so the tall tales flew.

This was a very well organized and well presented convention, and a great deal of thanks goes out to the men and women of Tri Cities, who did such a fantastic job of getting it all together.  We can look forward to the next two conventions being in Middle Tennessee, so hopefully we can have many more Detachment members attend.  Next year we will find ourselves in Manchester, hosted by the Tullahoma Detachment, and in 2007 we will be in Murfreesboro/Smyrna, hosted by Stones River.
RETIREE ASSISTANCE OFFICE BULLETIN UPDATE

Contributed by Ralph Klingensmith 


There is a Retiree Assistance Office (RAO) Bulletin Update that is available by subscription (at no charge) over the internet.  If you subscribe, it is automatically sent to your email address approximately twice a month.  It is normally several pages long, and recent issues included information on the BRAC Facility listing, VA Budget 2006, Benefits Upgrades, Medicare and Tricare, a VA Grave Locator online, Concurrent Retirement and Disability Pay, PTSD Ecstasy Treatment, and Veterans Legacy Foundation—a new Vietnam Fraternal Organization, as well as other information.  


To subscribe, provide your full name plus either the post/branch/chapter number of the fraternal/military/government organization you are currently affiliated with (if any) “and/or” the city and state/country you reside in so your address can be properly positioned in the directory for future recovery.  Email as a subscription request to <raoemo@mozcom.com>.   The subscription can easily be cancelled at your request in the future if you decide this information is not helpful to you.  

CITY PLEDGES $750K TO VETS NURSING HOME, COUNTY COULD FOLLOW


By James Ritchie & Regan Loyola Huneycutt
The Leaf-Chronicle


The city pledged Thursday to contribute up to $750,000 over three years to help build an $18 million Veterans Nursing Home. 

Supporters of the proposed project await a decision from the Montgomery County Commission on whether it will make an identical commitment. 


The federal government will pay for 65 percent of the project, said Sidney Brown, chairman of the Clarksville-Montgomery County Veterans Nursing Home Board. 


"We're so proud and so happy," Brown said Thursday. "We got the first big step." 


The state also will contribute money for the project. 


The 140-bed home is to be built on a 25-acre site off State Line Road that was donated by the Clarksville-Montgomery County Industrial Development Board. 


County leaders have yet to pledge their portion of the funding for the proposed nursing home. 


The county's Budget Committee met for a second time with nursing home backers June 21. 


"We are not asking for any funding at this point, we just need you to state your intent to fund the $750,000," District 10 Commissioner Jack Nagrod told committee members. 


Weiland said completing the 2005-06 fiscal year budget needed to be the first priority. 


"I haven't been trying to slow anything down, but we can address the commitment later. We need to get the budget behind us," Weiland said. 


The County Commission will vote on the proposed budget Monday. 
James Ritchie covers city government and can be reached at 245-0262 or by e-mail at jamesritchie@theleafchronicle.com.  Regan Loyola Huneycutt covers courts and county government and can be reached at 245-0719 or at reganhuneycutt@theleafchronicle.com. 

Originally published July 8, 2005
TENNESSEE STATE VETERANS’ HOMES

Information compiled by Stacey Hopwood


Public hearings by the Joint Select Committee on Veterans Affairs were held across the state in the fall of 1985 to identify the concerns of Tennessee’s veterans.  Long-term health care was clearly a priority concern and the Tennessee Department of Veterans Affairs recommended that a system of State Veterans’ Homes be established.

The governing body for the Tennessee State Veterans’ Homes is the Tennessee State Veterans’ Homes Board.  Members are appointed by the Governor to serve a 3-year term.  The Board exercises its authority for planning, implementation, and operation of the State Veterans’ Homes through the Executive Director and his staff.  Administrators at each facility are responsible for the day-to-day operation of the facilities.

The first home opened in Murfreesboro on June 10, 1991.  Located on a seven-acre lot, deeded to the Board by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, adjacent to the Alvin C. York V.A. Medical Center, this is a 120-bed facility offering intermediate and skilled levels of nursing care in a one-story building that encompasses 50,100 square feet.  Legislation passed by the General Assembly in 1993 provided for construction of a second facility in Humboldt Tennessee.  Also a 120-bed facility offering intermediate and skilled levels of nursing care, this one-story building encompasses some 59,000 square feet and opened February 7, 1996.  Groundbreaking for the third home in Knox County was celebrated on March 30, 2005.  This new facility in East Tennessee should be ready to accept residents by December 2006.

All residents are cared for in such a manner and in such an environment as to promote enhancement of their quality of life without abridging the safety and rights of other residents.  An interdisciplinary team approach to resident life is utilized to assure the quality of life.  Residents and family members are involved in the care planning process, and resident participation is encouraged through a functioning resident council. Residents’ rights are posted and enforced as delineated in current federal and state standards.

Eligibility Requirements for Admission to Tennessee State Veterans’ Homes


Eligible applicants are veterans who are entitled to medical treatment and/or other benefits from the US Dept of Veterans’ Affairs, and who also meet at least one of the below additional requirements:

1. Resident of Tennessee at time of admission.
2. Born in Tennessee.

3. Entered the U.S. Armed Forces in Tennessee.

4. Tennessee address is official Home of Record on Veteran’s Military Record.

5. Has an immediate family member (Parent, Spouse, Sibling, or Child) or Legal Guardian who would serve as primary caregiver, who is a resident of Tennessee.

6. Spouse, Widow/Widower or Gold Star Parent may also be eligible for admission on a space available basis.
The Mission Statement of the Tennessee State Veterans’ Homes Board
WE BELIEVE in the inherent right of each elderly or handicapped person to receive the highest quality of health care available.
WE BELIEVE in recognizing that these residents have made many valuable and worthwhile contributions to society and therefore deserve the highest degree of respect and dignity that can be provided.
WE BELIEVE in maximum independence, the attainment of each resident’s full potential and in the hope that the opportunity to explore new interests will contribute to each resident’s health and happiness.
WE BELIEVE quality resident care in every area must be our primary goal, and that our trained, dedicated staff of professionals of every level are actively involved in maintaining the highest standards, ethics, and performance in the long term care industry.


The Department of Veterans Affairs has awarded the state of Tennessee three grants totaling more than $14.5 million for improvements to the Tennessee veterans’ homes in Murfreesboro and Humboldt, plus construction of a new facility in Knoxville.  Further information about Tennessee’s veteran’s homes is available online at http://www.tsvh.org/index.html or by calling (731) 784-8405 or (615) 895-8850.
BILL AIMS TO CONNECT VETS AND BENEFITS

Charlotte Observer
June 24, 2005


Officials in the Department of Veterans Affairs and major veterans’ advocacy groups threw their weight behind a bill that would boost efforts to find veterans who aren’t getting disability and other benefits due them.

The legislation, prompted by a Knight Ridder story last summer, would require the VA to detail its plans to identify veterans who aren’t enrolled for VA benefits or services.  It also would require the VA to coordinate with veterans’ groups and state officials who conduct such outreach. 

A top VA official told a hearing of the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs that the agency supports the bill.  “We believe that no one should be deprived of an available veterans benefit because he or she did not know that such a benefit was available,” Daniel Cooper, the agency’s undersecretary for benefits, said in a statement. 

Officials from veterans’ service organizations such as the Disabled American Veterans said they also supported the bill, which awaits action in the Veterans’ Affairs Committee.  The House of Representatives is expected to consider parallel legislation.  The backing of the VA, veterans’ groups and senators of both parties suggests it has a good chance of passing. 

Last July, Knight Ridder reported that an estimated 572,000 veterans might be missing out on VA disability-compensation payments, which range from $108 to $2,299 a month.  The estimate was based on an analysis of VA survey data obtained under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Veterans are compensated for mental or physical injuries sustained during military service, but many either don’t know they’re eligible or are scared off by the VA’s red tape.  Knight Ridder also reported that the percentage of veterans on the VA’s rolls varied widely from state to state, from 16 percent in Alaska to 6 percent in Illinois, suggesting that outreach efforts by state agencies and regional VA offices may be uneven. 

“Veterans should not have to jump through hoops to learn about and receive the benefits they’ve earned,” said Sen. Mark Pryor, D-Ark., citing the Knight Ridder analysis.  Pryor co-sponsored the bill, which Sen. Norm Coleman, R-Minn., introduced. 

SENATE APPROVES VETERANS AWARENESS WEEK

LINCOLN, NE – Veterans Day will kick off a weeklong observance of issues involving military veterans next November under terms of legislation passed by the United States Senate. 


Nebraska’s Senator Ben Nelson says the resolution, which he co-sponsored, will designate the week that includes Veterans Day, November 6th through 12th, as National Veterans Awareness Week.  It will serve as a focus for educational programs designed to make young people aware of the contributions of veterans and their importance in preserving American peace and prosperity.

“This legislation is needed because of the success of the all volunteer military,” said Nelson.  “There are fewer people around who have had any direct connection with the military through families and friends creating a lack of understanding about the role veterans have played in our society. It is important that everyone is aware of our responsibility as citizens to fulfill the obligations we owe to those who do serve and who sacrifice on our behalf.”

The resolution, Senate Res. 155, encourages the Department of Education, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and the military/veterans’ service organizations to continue their work in developing educational efforts which will help enlighten primary and secondary school students about the many ways in which veterans have secured and continue to nurture the values and way of life we hold dear.

“This educational emphasis will complement the national observances and commemorations that we as a nation traditionally associate with Veterans Day,” said Nelson.

MARINES BATTLE ALIENS IN HOLLYWOOD BLOCKBUSTER 


by Sgt. James S. Goff 
Marine Corps News
July 01, 2005 

LOS ANGELES - The Marines and Hollywood actor Tom Cruise all have something in common:  saving the world from alien invasion.  Marines from 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Recon Battalion, and 1st Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division, joined forces to show off their combined military prowess against evil aliens when filming a simulated and intense combat scene for the Steven Spielberg film “The War of the Worlds.” 

The Marines’ biggest moment in the film included a massive battle scene that pitted Camp Pendleton and 29 Palms Marines against computer generated otherworldly enemies with an all-out assault of LAVs, M1A1 Abrams main battle tanks and a barrage of .50 cal. machine guns. 

However, the Marines’ role didn’t just include being the stars of the movie’s ultimate battle scene, but also working behind the scenes to ensure the Marine Corps’ accurate and realistic portrayal in the big budget film.  Maj. Kevin Collins, executive and operations officer for 1st Tank Bn., 1st MarDiv, was not only in charge of his numerous Marines working as extras in the film, but also helped focus on cueing the Marines’ action, directing their background action, and coordinating their safety while vehicles were on the move.  


”Director Steven Spielberg went out of his way to include us in the process of filmmaking, allowing me to rewrite a section of the script to make it more realistic, which he then shot on film,” said Collins.  But the biggest challenge for Collins and his Marines were making sure everyone was safe, he said. 

”We had hundreds of extras running back and forth with tanks, LAV’s, and hummers attacking these huge alien vehicles,” Collins said.  “The professional safety controls we all implemented really kept this shoot safe even with massive pyrotechnic effects and huge amounts of blank firing.  Thanks to close supervision and the Marines situational awareness, we avoided any incidents,” Collins added.

Although the Marines were portrayed as courageous and fearless in the face of impending alien doom, there were also moments of Marines acting out of character while on set.  One not so memorable incident occurred during filming when a Marine slipped and fell right next to Cruise while he was saying his line.  “Needless to say that kind of ruined the shot, but Tom made fun of it and everyone got a big laugh,” Collins said. 

Overall, the cast and crew of “War of the Worlds” treated the Marines with tremendous respect.  Spielberg even turned his video monitor towards the Marines and played back the first 15 minutes of “Full Metal Jacket”, Collins said.  For Cruise, who plays a dockworker struggling to get his family to safety once the aliens attack, his experience working with the Marines was unforgettable. 


”It was an absolute pleasure,” Cruise said on working alongside the Marines.  Cruise also posed for several pictures, signed autographs, shook many hands, and hung out with the Marines after the final day of production.  Loosely based upon the 1898 sci-fi novel by H.G. Wells, this movie version modernizes the setting to the 21st century.  These particular aliens are outfitted with powerful tripod attack vehicles equipped with disintegration rays.

”War of the Worlds” was released in theaters Wednesday, June 29.

VET CARE COSTS HIGH AND RISING 


Christian Science Monitor 
July 1, 2005 


Veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan will be much on the minds of their countrymen this Independence Day weekend. Marching in town parades. Lauded in speeches.  But the pride and the bunting are also a reminder that the price - and cost - of war go on many years after the fighting stops, that “to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan,” as Abraham Lincoln put it, is as much an issue of national security today as are armored Humvees and trustworthy translators of Arabic.
The Senate got into a bipartisan snit over funding for veterans this week, Republicans and Democrats both raising alarms over a $1 billion shortfall for the Department of Veterans Affairs this fiscal year.  On Wednesday, the Senate approved $1.5 billion in emergency funding for the VA.  But the funding issue raises questions about the VA’s ability to handle an increased workload as a result of the war. 
With nearly 240,000 employees, the VA is larger than all other federal departments except the Pentagon.  But even before the “war on terrorism” began, it had to scramble in dealing with the needs of 7.5 million enrolled vets, including a large number of homeless - 33 percent of homeless men in the U.S. are veterans.  Now, thousands of Iraq war vets are being added to the rolls, including many who have been wounded and will require lifelong care.
“Clearly, VA is not ready for this,” says Dan Smith, a retired U.S. Army colonel and Vietnam veteran.  Since the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq began, an average of 474 U.S. service members a month have been wounded, injured, or become ill in the war zone.  As of last week, the Defense Department put the total at 13,074. 

But the total number of vets who still need help is much larger than that, and it’s growing.  As of February, VA officials reported, 85,857 of the 360,674 veterans of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq who had separated from active duty - 24 percent - had sought healthcare from the VA.  This included treatment for both physical injuries and mental health problems. 


“The bottom line is there is a surge in demand in VA services across the board,” Veterans Affairs Secretary James Nicholson told a House panel this week.  Earlier this year, Mr. Nicholson told lawmakers the VA had used 2002 estimates when assuming that 23,553 veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan would need medical care in 2005.  Since then that number has been revised upward more than fourfold to 103,000.  Part of the reason is the changing nature of war and the casualties it produces. 


As helicopters did so prominently in Vietnam, new means of transporting and treating the wounded in Iraq are saving lives. But this also means a higher portion of overall casualties will need extended government benefits.  During the wars of the 20th century, the ratio of wounded to killed in action was about 3 to 1.  In Iraq that ratio is more than 9 to 1.  Another new factor is the relatively large number of women who’ve been in combat, who now face what some experts think are different kinds of post-traumatic stress disorder - called “soldier’s heart” during the Civil War. 


“I’m no psychologist, but my understanding of the perceptual and psychological differences between men and women suggests the likelihood that PTSD reactions will be different, requiring nuanced treatment for a devastating condition when extensive clinical experience doesn’t exist for women,” says Colonel Smith, now a military analyst with the Friends Committee on National Legislation in Washington.  “This in itself will add to costs.” 


PTSD for all returning vets - men and women - may be of particular concern because of the nature of a counterinsurgency fought among, and in some cases against, civilians.  Another unknown is the long-term effect of exposure to depleted uranium, suspected of causing the “Gulf War Syndrome” ailments experienced by veterans of the 1991 war in Iraq.  Thousands of rounds of armor-piercing shells made of depleted uranium were used by U.S. and British forces in the 2003 invasion of Iraq. 


Given that some 26 million Americans have served in the military, support for veterans comes from across the political spectrum.  Liberal Senator Patty Murray (D) of Washington and her conservative colleague Larry Craig ® of Idaho led the charge for more VA funding - the emergency $1.5 billion came at Sen. Murray’s bequest.  Groups from the American Legion to Vietnam Veterans Against the War have weighed in on the issue. 


At the same time, says national security analyst Ivan Eland of the Independent Institute in Oakland, CA, “Veterans’ benefits are like any other government program - that is, they are a result of politics.”  For example, co-payments on prescription drugs are lower through the VA than private health plans and Medicare. 


Others point to waste and abuse in an agency with a $68 billion annual budget meant to provide services for millions of people.  “The Inspector General of the [VA] estimates that program overpayments exceed $800 million per year, mostly because of fraudulent benefit claims,” notes a report by the Heritage Foundation.  “While the VA is working to reduce these overpayments, significant opportunities remain.  In addition, the VA has not been sufficiently diligent in collecting the $3 billion in debt owed to the department by loan program recipients.” 


Since taking office President Bush has hiked spending for veterans’ medical care by more than 40 percent.  More veterans are enrolled in healthcare services, the waiting time for such care has been shortened, and the backlog of disability claims has been reduced.  At the same time, the administration has attempted to reduce costs in certain areas.  For example, it tried to double the co-payment veterans are charged for prescription drugs (from $7 to $15), and impose a new $250 annual fee for using government health care services.  Under pressure from veterans’ groups, Congress refused to go along. 

FROM THE SENIOR-VICE

The Tennessee Marine Family support group that I have spoken of many times in past newsletters had a wonderfully successful package drive in May.  We shipped 300 boxes for our troops serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Thanks to Fed Ex, we were able to save thousands of dollars in shipping costs.  They freighted our pallets of boxes to Kuwait, FREE OF CHARGE!!!  The Marine Corps picked it up from there, to distribute to the appropriate units all across the Middle East.  Talk about teamwork.  If you would like more information about this group, please contact me (I currently serve as the Vice President on the Board of Directors) or go to the web site:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TnMarineFamily/.  We have numerous former Marines from the Nashville and Murfreesboro areas as part of the group, and I would love to get some of my Clarksville brothers and sisters involved.  We meet the third Saturday of each month for food and fellowship at varying locations.  This month we are meeting on July 16th at 12 noon at Crockett Park in Brentwood for a picnic and some good camaraderie.  If you would like more information, call me at 931-648-2472.  Come out and see us!!!! 
Semper Fi!

Stacey Hopwood, Senior-Vice Commandant
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

CHAPLAIN STANDS ALONE AMONG CORPS’ CLERGY

Story by LCpl Renee Krusemark 
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, CA


He was a “lighthouse” for local Marines caught in one of the darkest chapters of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Now, Navy Lt. Brian D. Weigelt has been singled out for service that outshone the work of every other chaplain in the Marine Corps—all 275 of them. 

Weigelt’s service was particularly vital during a bloody seven-month deployment with 2nd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment near Ar Ramadi, Iraq.  His actions there and on Camp Pendleton keyed his selection for the Military Chaplains’ Association’s 2005 Distinguished Service Award.  The award is given yearly to one chaplain from each Department of Defense service branch. 

”In terms of the award, I imagine it’s one of the highest recognitions for chaplains,” Weigelt said. Serving with Marines in combat was the last thing he thought he’d do as he mulled a career direction in high school, he added. 

”He represents what all the 1st Marine Division chaplains have done,” said Cmdr. Bill D. Devine, who shepherds the 1st Marine Division’s chaplain corps.  Ultimately, Devine nominated Weigelt “not only for what he did in the theater but also for what he did in the rear.”

”I think it’s a tremendous honor for our community,” said Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Robert P. Palisted, a religious planner who worked with Weigelt during his deployment.  “Of all the Marine chaplains, he’s the one that got it,” he said.

During the deployment, Weigelt not only performed religious services, but was available to 1,225 Marines for combat stress counseling.  “I did the same thing every chaplain does,” Weigelt said.  “We were there for the Marines to stay connected to each other.” 

That connection was particularly important on April 6, 2004, a bloody day for 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines.  Thirteen Marines died that day.  They were among 34 from the battalion who fell before Weigelt returned to the states.

”His job was to provide religious and moral support, but with all the casualties we took, he became a lighthouse and someone the Marines could look towards,” Palisted said.

The battalion was on the firing line during the height of the insurgency.  The heavy toll on Marines triggered a Marine offensive that quieted the enemy somewhat, but not before insurgent mortar fire, small-arms ambushes, and roadside bombs had inflicted some of the biggest U.S. losses to date. 

”There were times I felt threatened during indirect fire—times we felt more vulnerable,” Weigelt said.

Weigelt grew up on a farm near Fessenden, N.D., before he got a call to join the ministry.  The specific call to become a chaplain came during his first year of seminary.

”If there was an award for someone who would have never served in combat with Marines, it would have been me—in high school, in college, and during seminary school,” he said.  Nonetheless, Weigelt was called to serve his country.

”It was a God-directed thing,” he said. “At first, my interest was sparked by some of my peers who were in the Chaplain Candidate Program, but ultimately I felt drawn toward it.”  Weigelt wasn’t sure he’d made the right decision.  But a call-up to active duty reassured him.

”This award is an affirmation to the direction I’ve taken,” Weigelt said.  “The recognition doesn’t define who I am, it confirms it.”  

The clear calling to serve Marines didn’t make it any easier to be away from his wife and daughter.  

”I counted the days,” Weigelt said.  “It’s hard to imagine anything measuring up to that.”  He made the most of it by serving “one Marine at a time,” he said.

”He wanted to be there and to help,” Palisted said.  “He wasn’t just trying to put bullets on his eval.”

Weigelt received the award at the Military Chaplains’ Association National Institute Banquet in Washington, D.C., April 16, 2005. 

As a chaplain, Weigelt says he’s “both an officer and a man of God.”  He wears both an officer insignia and the cross on opposite sides of his collar—but one weighs more heavily on his character.  

”This right side is just for the sake of knowing how much to pay me, but this is my true identity on the left side,” he said, pointing to the small cross on his uniform collar.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

MEMORIAL DAY

By Stacey Hopwood & Lois Dillree

Our annual Memorial Day event for Clarksville/Montgomery County was held at the newly dedicated Veteran’s Park adjacent to Veteran’s Plaza off of Madison Street.  The official ribbon cutting for the Park was done before the Memorial Day ceremonies began.  It was a lovely location, with the trees and grass and the flags flapping in the breeze.  As always, the ceremony was presented by the local Veteran Service Office, and hosted by our city and county mayors.  The League was well represented with many red jackets, and our wreath was presented by Cmdt. Terry Wilson and Sr. Vice Cmdt. Stacey Hopwood.  Cmdt. Wilson’s photograph (along with our wreath) graced the front page of the next day’s Leaf Chronicle.  

Our annual Memorial Day event at Fort Donelson was held at the National Cemetery.  The League had good representation: Tom & Bonnie Coffman, Lois Dillree, Claire Minie, John Phillips, and Terry & Barb Wilson.  Terry presented the wreath.  The Veteran Service Organization in Dover, headed by Charley Stephens, hosted this year’s event.  Boy Scout Troop 501 from Dover conducted the Flag Ceremony.  There was good military music provided via CDs.  After the ceremony we gathered at VFW Post 4730 in Dover, where the auxiliary treated us to a wonderful, filling lunch.  This is an annual event, and is a fund-raiser for the auxiliary.
     
These events, combined with the Sunday evening ceremony at Public Square - honoring POW/MIAS from Tennessee (going back to WWII) - made for a good and somber weekend of reflecting on, remembering, and thanking our veterans who fought and died to keep America safe.


RELAY FOR LIFE

By Lois Dillree


       
Our first foray into the Cancer Society Relay for Life is behind us.  Hopefully, now that we have a taste and feel for it, we can approach it with more skill and zest next year.  The event opened with a lap around the track by Bikers Who Care, our local motorcycle club.  After the singing of the National Anthem, names were read of cancer survivors.  Our own Claire Minie is a survivor.   Then they took a lap.  After that, the track was opened to everyone.
    
As names of community donors were read, our Detachment received proper credit for the 300 flags we donated.  They were placed around the track, in a pattern of 3 luminaries and 1 flag.  Member Dale Hatfield saw to it that we were recognized:  He provided the USMC Colors, and had two huge USMC decals affixed to his car.
     
Our Cub Scout Pack, 565, was there in big numbers, at least a dozen Cubs, parents, and leaders.  A big “Thank You” to them for their participation.  Also, a “Thank You” to all Detachment members who came.  Next year we’ll have our feet more solidly under us – then, watch our smoke!

The 230th birthday of America has passed.  We have our traditional ways of celebrating.  In this same spirit, let's remember our founding fathers, and their willingness to sacrifice everything they had to establish what is now the greatest Country in the world.  Two of these men, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, died on the same day - July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of our Country.  Neither knew that the other was dying, but both men made comments to the effect that he knew the Country was safe, while the other still lived.

 


Habitat for Humanity conducted a home dedication in mid-June. Unfortunately we were completely overlooked, and were not informed of the event. Diana Ward, Director, was very sorry that she forgot to call, and sends her apologies to the Detachment for the oversight.

Construction of two houses is now underway, and should be dedicated within the next couple of months.


Our sponsor, VFW Post 4895, frequently has community events, to which we are all invited.  Jimmy Stevens, the outgoing Commander, has extended a personal invitation to our Detachment members.  They hosted a picnic/barbecue on Sunday, July 3.  Only one of our members was there.  They'd like to see more of us.

MARINES:  PAST AND PRESENT

‘I’M NOT GOING TO COME HOME’:  ONE MARINE’S THIRD IRAQ TOUR

By Sylvia Moreno

Washington Post Staff Writer
Tuesday, July 5, 2005 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz.—Shaded by a towering blue spruce in Wheeler Park stands a gray granite monument that honors this city’s men and women who have died in combat from the Spanish-American War to, as the memorial reads, “Iraqi Freedom.” 

The name of LCpl Marty G. Mortenson was etched into the stone on the eve of Armed Forces Day in May.  A month earlier, on April 20, Mortenson had been killed by a roadside bomb in Iraq.  

	
	



Lance Cpl. Marty G. Mortenson of Arizona was killed on his third tour.


Just a few months before he died, Mortenson sent his mother an e-mail: “I am really sorry about [forgetting] your birthday.  I am so stressed out that it is really bring [ing] me down.  I have had so much on my mind. . . going off to war the 3rd time isn’t easy.”


Mortenson was on his third tour—his third pump, in Marine jargon—in Iraq. He had spent his 20th, 21st and 22nd birthdays in Iraq.  Before he left on his last tour, he told a friend in California:  “It’s like three strikes, you’re out.  I have a feeling I’m not going to come home.”

A generation ago in the Vietnam War, grunts had to survive 13 months and then knew they were going home for good.  But the nature of an all-volunteer military has changed deployments and expectations for America’s troops.  With the military’s numbers at their lowest level in modern history, no draft to bring in new recruits, and no end in sight to the U.S. deployment in Iraq, more American troops are likely to be going on multiple tours. 


The Army has sent multiple units to Iraq for second tours.  The Marines, which deploy units for shorter stints, are embarking on third tours.  Three infantry battalions and three rotary wing squadrons of Marines are on their third pump in Iraq.  At least 13 troops on their third tours, most of them Marines, have been killed.  “We’re not expanding numbers, and we’re not reducing our commitments around the world,” said University of North Carolina history professor Richard H. Kohn, a former chief of Air Force history at the Pentagon.  “We’re taking it out of the hide, as they say in the military.”  “If they have to go back a second or third time, particularly a third time, is it really fair?” he said.  “I would call that an extraordinary burden.”

Approximately 17,000 of the nation’s 191,000 Marines are stationed in Iraq.  “We certainly understand the individual sacrifice to go over three times, but seven-month rotations ensure the right mix of people go over, and it keeps the deployment cycle down to a manageable rate,” said Maj. Jason Johnston, a Marine Corps spokesman.  “As time goes on, we will see more and more of this.”  For Mortenson and the members of the 1st (infantry) Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division at Camp Pendleton, CA, the orders for Iraq came in January 2003, in March 2004, and in February of this year.  


“I remember before we went in, nobody’s ever been in combat and we didn’t know exactly what to expect.  But we were all motivated that we could do it.  We were really eager to go,” said LCpl Eric J. Young, 22.  Like Mortenson, he was a squad automatic weapon (SAW) gunner in Alpha Company.  A year later, the second tour was greeted with a certain amount of confidence, he said.  “We had an idea of what to expect this time: the heat, everything bad about Iraq.”  But learning about a third tour was tough.   “Those of us who had gone through [the first two deployments] were pretty convinced we weren’t going to go back,” said Young, whose enlistment ends in August.  “Honestly, I was kind of pissed off about going back.”
Cpl. Matt Buchanan, 22, a machine-gun squad leader in Charlie Company of the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, agreed.  He was shot in the arm during his third tour this spring and was sent back early to wait out his September separation from the service.  “I thought, ‘You have got to be kidding me.’ I could not believe they were doing that,” Buchanan said.  “I can accept that because it comes with the job.  But the worst part was telling my family.”
Mortenson enlisted in May 2002 and was in the first large U.S. ground force to go into Iraq on the first night of the war in March 2003.  The battalion secured a facility in the Rumaila oil fields along the Iraq-Kuwait border and pushed more than 300 miles north to Baghdad.  Before returning stateside in August, they had engaged in fierce fighting with the Fedayeen and had taken over a mosque where Saddam Hussein had been sighted.
By fall 2003, Mortenson knew his battalion was headed overseas again, this time to Okinawa by mid-December and perhaps on to Iraq.  The training cycle in Okinawa, however, was curtailed by February 2004.  “We were discouraged that he was going to miss another Christmas, and then he was only in Okinawa a month and he called and said, ‘They’re moving up Iraq,’ “ said Mortenson’s mother, Ruth.  By March 2004, Mortenson and Alpha Company were in Fallujah.  They commandeered an old potato chip factory they nicknamed FOB (Forward Operating Base) Wounded Knee and ran security patrols out of it.
It was during that first battle for Fallujah in April 2004 that Mortenson bailed out his entire platoon.  A SAW gunner, Mortenson sprinted more than 300 feet under intense enemy fire to set up his machine gun to provide cover fire for his unit. He earned the nickname “Mad Dog” and was awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal for Valor in Combat.
Mortenson was back at Camp Pendleton in late summer 2004.  He told a National Public Radio reporter who was interviewing Marines upon returning from their second tour: “I’ve been there twice, and no, I don’t want to go back.”  His mother recalled what he told her: “I’ve had it.”  But by Christmas, Alpha Company knew it was headed back to Iraq.  “You’re thinking, we’ve had two pretty rough times.  Is he going to have to go back?” Ruth Mortenson recalled.  “And he said ‘yes.’ “
Mortenson spent his pre-deployment time off at home in January, snowboarding the mountains outside Flagstaff in a T-shirt. He wanted to soak up all the cold he could before going back to Iraq, his family said.  He baby-sat his nephews and built them forts in their living room.  He took his “dream girl,” a former classmate he knew would never agree to a real date with him, to lunch.  He said he wanted a grilled steak, so his father, Ken, put up a tarp in the back yard and shoveled the snow out of the barbecue pit.  “We realized we had to make the most we could of when he was home,” Ruth Mortenson said.
By March, Mortenson and the rest of his unit were in Ramadi – “just kind of doing a lot of patrols looking for the enemies, and guarding Iraqi political centers”, Mortenson wrote his parents on March 13.  He asked his parents to send phone cards and batteries, and he tried to calm their fears.  “The IEDs or . . . road side bombs, they happen all the time and aren’t very effective, the enemy only uses them because they can detonate them from far away from the safety of us.  I am fine, don’t worry,” Mortenson wrote on March 27.
In Flagstaff, the Mortensons immersed themselves in their work and in their prayer and Bible study groups.  “We went on with our lives, trusting we would hear from him eventually and he would be all right,” his mother said.  In April, Mortenson began writing home about life after the Marines, and by the middle of the month he knew his third tour was to end in mid-October. He wrote that he was interested in joining the National Guard, working as a firefighter or attending community college to learn auto bodywork.   “I am trying to put out ideas because on May 19th I only have a year left.  That only leaves me with 6-7 months when I get back . . . not a lot of time”, Mortenson wrote on April 18.
Early on the afternoon of April 20, Mortenson and Cpl. Kelly M. Cannan, another third-timer in Iraq, were on their way to catch reported terrorists at a cafe in Ramadi when a roadside bomb went off beside their Humvee.  Cannan was killed instantly. Mortenson sustained a massive head wound and died hours later at a military medical facility in Baghdad.  In Arizona, two Marines arrived early on the evening of April 20 at the Mortensons’ blue-and-white tract home in Flagstaff.  They asked for Ruth, the beneficiary listed on her son’s $250,000 military life insurance policy.
Five hundred mourners packed Flagstaff Christian Fellowship for Mortenson’s funeral on April 27.  The family’s scrapbook is six inches thick, with hundreds of sympathy cards and e-mails from friends and public officials such as Flagstaff’s mayor and City Council members, President Bush, and California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.
Ruth Mortenson recalled those days before Christmas when she first heard that her son might have to go back a third time and her worries were renewed.  “If they go back, can they put him someplace easy?” she remembered thinking.  “But Marines don’t go to easy places.”
Researcher Madonna Lebling contributed to this report
.
MARINES TAKE CARE OF THEIR OWN

MARINE’S K-9 HONORED: ‘ONE OF THEIR OWN’


Chief Warrant Officer PETER ZORBA / Squadron HMM-764 “The Moonlighters” 
Taken from http://www.grunt.com/scuttlebutt/newsarchives/2005/jun_9.asp
Sunday, May 8, 2005

Dear Friends and Family, 


Weather is beginning to climb up into the 100s now.  With the heat comes the dust and sandstorm season here, so many of our days are spent working and living in an orange haze of diffused sunshine, wind, heat and dust that gets everywhere and covers everything (aircraft, equipment, skin, teeth, weapons, even the food in the chow hall). 

We’re all glad to be at the two-month mark, though it feels more like our ninth. Hard to believe we were home at all sometimes…. that we haven’t been here, doing what we do, day after day - night after night - all along.  Still, morale is high and both the Marines and the helicopters we’re flying are doing well, in spite of long hours and high operational tempo.  It must go hand in hand.  The busier you are, the faster time goes.  The faster time goes, the happier you are.  Needless to say, most everyone tries to stay as busy as possible.  The days are long, but the weeks are flying (no pun intended). 

I want to tell you all a quick story, and if any of you know me at all then you know I love a good story! But I think this story says something about the organization that I am a small part of here. 

Last time I wrote, I described the Marines, in particular the young men and women here with me that I am so proud to serve with.  Many of you responded that you were touched by the knowledge, or at least depiction of those kids---those heroes, for that is what they are.  But, I digress.  A couple weeks ago I flew a night mission into Baghdad.  Baghdad is a big city, and where we actually flew into, whether it would be a name you’d recognize from the news or not, doesn’t really matter.  Suffice to say that I fly into Baghdad almost every night, but this night’s mission was a special ASR (assault support request). 

A Marine K-9 had been killed and another dog wounded earlier in the day and we were going there to pick up the dead K-9, the wounded K-9, and their Marine handlers.  How these Marines were attacked, whether in contact with insurgents, a sniper, or an improvised explosive device (IED), we never knew. 

We took off from our base and flew through the dark, star-clustered Arabian night in an open combat spread.  Radios crackled and disembodied voices rolled through my helmet.  The lights of small towns scattered across the desert floor, illuminated with a green glow through my NVG’s (night vision goggles) passed below us and in and out of my gun sights.  At about midnight, we were on short final approach into a small LZ with battle-scarred concrete walls, and a hardened outpost with a bullet-riddled watchtower.  As we touched down, I hopped out the back of our helicopter and watched as our “dash 2” landed about 40 feet to our 7 o’clock.  The LZ was dark and no one was around. Through my NVG’s, I could see the Marines in the tower, and the bunker at its base, watching us, not really thrilled to see us there, two phrogs spinning on the deck inside their perimeter.  And why would they be, as we presented a wonderfully enhanced target for indirect fire (IDF) on their position.  Not that they don’t take IDF often enough, just that we were now an added bonus to any one already predisposed to ‘throwing’ a few mortars or RPG’s our way—and theirs!  We waited.  Five minutes.  Ten minutes.  After 15 minutes, with still no sign of anyone, or any dogs, the crew began to grow a little uneasy: 

”We’re here, where the hell are they?” 

”Goddamnit. Who the hell is running this place?” 

”Do you see anybody, gunner?” 

”Negative, sir.” 

”If we don’t see anybody soon, let’s get dash 2 out of here, so at least there’s only one of us on the deck here in case we take incoming.  You copy that?” 

”Roger that.  Copy all.” 

Just then a door of a small industrial looking building about a hundred meters away opened, and I could see Marines moving awkwardly towards us.  They were carrying their rifles with their outside hands and with the inside hand, each held the edge of a body bag.  Behind them followed another Marine with a shouldered rifle, MOLLIE pack, and his hands were on the back of the bag. 

But this Marine’s hands held the trailing edge of the body bag more like a priest would grasp a holy cloth or a child his mother’s hem, not really supporting any weight, just holding on.  As they loaded the body bag into our bird, I took the young Marine’s pack and stowed it and then got him buckled in. The wounded K-9 and his handler were loaded into dash 2, and I sat back down behind my .50 cal and called us clear of wires and trees as we lifted into the night sky. 

Once airborne, and on the go, out of the cultural lighting from over the town, I looked back to see a big Marine, head in his hands, sitting in darkness, bent over the body of his dog. 

That was a long flight.  My pilot, a battle-hardened colonel, kept asking me “How’s our boy doing?” as if he were a worried parent checking on his child.  He handed me back a small package of chocolate chip cookies he’d been saving for the return to base.  “Give ‘em to our boy. He’s had a rough day of it.”  I unhooked my gunner’s belt and walked back to the young man.  I put my hand on his shoulder, handed him the cookies and patted him on the back, smiling some compassionate, but dumb, smile there in the dark, 300 feet somewhere over Iraq.  What else can you do? 

When we touched back down at our base, the passenger/cargo terminal sent a vehicle out for the dogs.  I helped the Marine with his gear, out away from our rotor arc, and then ran back up the ramp and into our bird just in time to grab one of the terminal guys as he was reaching for the body of our Marine, thinking it was just another piece of gear. 

”Hey man - what the fuck are you doing?” I yelled over the engine noise. 

”Leave him alone. We’ll get him.”  The crew chief and I reverently bent over and gently lifted the body bag and carried it out of our plane.  I have carried body bags before here, and I was surprised by how light this one was. 

I placed my arms under the dog’s body and gently set him down in the vehicle.  And then, out of sheer habit, I petted the poor pup on the shoulder—or maybe it was his hip.  His body was still soft, even inside the thick black polyethylene bag.  As I turned to head back to my plane, I was face to face with the fallen Marine’s master. 

The young corporal looked at me, he had seen me pet his dog, and I like to think he saw how reverently we carried his fallen comrade’s body out of the plane, but maybe not.  Red eyes and a sad, exhausted face were eclipsed by a smile of gratitude as he shook my hand and mouthed the words “thank you.”  Then he was gone and we were back on the plane and set to lift off.  Once back on our line after we had shut down, we all sat down in the back.  It was quiet and no one really spoke until the colonel asked,  “Did you take care of our boy?  Was he hurting too bad?  Did you do right by the pup?  Did we treat them both with the respect and honor they deserved?” 

”Yes sir.”  I replied.  Last year while we were here, the brevity code for friendly KIA was “Angels.”  I don’t know what it is this time, but it is a very fitting term.  So I told the colonel “Yes, sir, the ‘Angel’ was carried with respect, and treated with dignity and compassion, as was his handler.” The colonel liked this and we all agreed that the dog was a Marine—as much as any of us. 

But on another level, that kid had not only lost his partner, but he’d lost his dog, a dog that I am sure he loved and that loved him back.  That had touched us all deep down somewhere, where you’re still a kid yourself and have that bond with your dog.  We were proud to have been able to do what we did for this fellow Marine, this ‘Angel’, and each of us would willingly do it again any time.  That’s what Marines do. 

I guess what I am saying is that we continually hear the question asked, “Why we are here?”  I heard a Marine say yesterday, “Don’t ask me why I am here.  I don’t make our country’s policy, I execute policy.”  I guess to me “why” is not really that important. 

What is important is ‘how’ I am here.  To me, this story illuminates that “how,” by showing the nature of the Corps that makes Marines what they are, and in turn, is made what it is by the Marines devoted to it and to each other. 

I am part of an organization that believed it was important enough to send two helicopters and their crews, into harms way in order to retrieve the body of one of its fallen.  It made no difference that the Marine killed in action was a dog and not a man, what does matter is that each one of us involved felt the same. 

To us, not only was it a warranted and reasonable utilization of Marines, Marine Corps assets and resources, but the risk to eight Marines and two aircraft was far outweighed by a pervading sense of honor, commitment and espirit de corps.  Why else am I here, if not to go get a boy and his dog - both of whom are fellow Marines.  Few things here have been as important as that mission to me, and to my crew as well.  That’s “how” we are. 

Semper Fi, 
Peter 

PARTING SHOT


The man who will go where his colors will go, without asking, who will fight a phantom foe in a jungle and mountain range, without counting, and who will suffer and die in the midst of incredible hardship, without complaint, is still what he has always been, from Imperial Rome to sceptered Britain to Democratic America. He is the stuff of which legions are made. His pride is his colors and his regiment, his training hard and thorough and coldly realistic, to fit him for what he must face, and his obedience is to his orders. As a legionary, he held the gates of civilization for the classical world...he has been called United States Marine.

Lieutenant Colonel T.R. Fehrenbach, US Army in "This Kind of War"
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James N. McCutchen

Detachment # 603

Department of Tennessee

Marine Corps League

INCORPORATED BY AN ACT OF CONGRESS ON 4 AUGUST 1937

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME:   ________________________________


DATE:         _________________________
ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________


HOME #:     _________________________


   ________________________________________________


WORK #:     _________________________


   ________________________________________________


E-MAIL:      _________________________

TYPE OF APPLICATION:  NEW (      ) ASSOCIATE (      ) 



DATE OF BIRTH:  _______________

DATE ENTERED USMC:  _____________________________     
   DATE SEPERATED USMC: ____________________________

SERVICE OR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:  ____________________________________

I HEREBY APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CLARKSVILLE DETACHMENT #603, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, AND ENCLOSE $25.00 FOR ONE YEAR’S MEMBERSHIP, WHICH INCLUDES A YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION TO THE “MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MAGAZINE”. 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I HAVE SERVED AS A U. S. MARINE FOR MORE THAN 90 DAYS, THAT THE CHARACTER OF MY SERVICE WAS HONORABLE, AND IF DISCHARGED, THAT I AM IN RECEIPT OF AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE.  BY SIGNATURE ON THIS APPLICATION, I HEREBY AGREE TO PROVIDE PROOF OF MY HONORABLE DISCHARGE UPON REQUEST.  

_____________________________________________________

SPONSOR’S NAME____________________________________

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE

UPON COMPLETION, MAIL FORM AND DUES PAYMENT (NO CASH) TO:

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, P.O. BOX 30181, CLARKSVILLE, TENNESSEE 37040-0004

Website:  http://www.geocities.com/USMCL_Det_603/
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