Advice For New Producers.

These are some suggestions for those interested in get into producing electronica/techno/trance whatever.  I’ve only been at it for about a year, so there are many with far more experience than I, but sometimes very good advice comes from those that have made their mistakes recently.

First bit of advice:  Get Fruity Loops, despite how stupid the name is.   FL is very easy to compose music in.  Some may argue that it doesn’t sound as good as other programs on the market.  However, just listen to a few of the demo songs of which there are about 100, and some of them sound fantastic.  Another thing that has been of really value about this program is the ability to open a song file and spend time deconstructing it.  Spending a couple of hours really studying a song you like will be invaluable to your music, really take time to see how the song progresses, how effects are applied, what chord changes are used, how the rhythm is constructed.  All of a sudden you see how someone applied a filter to make a passage really stand out or how effective baselines are formed.

If you don’t know the basics of music theory, get a book.  The foundation of what you need to know is pretty straight forward, ie: how a key is constructed, how chords are formed and so on.  It will help to make much better sense of the music you are looking at.  Do it, it only takes a couple of hours.

One of the really difficult things about electronic music is the amount of very cool stuff out there.  It’s very easy to spend the majority of your time looking for the next cool toy instead of learning how to exploit the potential of what you have.  Half my battle is to just focus on creating and learning.  I’ve already wasted far too much time and money on the next new toy.

Even the demo of FL is great program to have.  Unlike the majority of the demos out there, FL allows you to export the song you’ve made in wav format.  The only restriction is that you can’t save you project file.  So you are able to make so bangin’ loops of your own even if you only have the demo.  Pretty nice freebe.  

I also use cubasis, vsampler, acid pro 3.0 and just got Reason.  All are great and have there own uses.  But for the guy or gal who is starting from scratch Fruity Loops it in my opinion the best bang for the buck.  

There are lots of options out there; hardware, VSTs etc…  I’d be interested to hear anyone else’s spin on it.  
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