JAMAICA IS SITTING ON A TIME BOMB





Jamaicans have really taken to calling the radio call-in shows and those with clout and money now hire public relations consultant to tell others their point of view. Political parties now realize that it is far more cost effective to call these programmes and get free political broadcasts. Their calls last half an hour or more sometimes and could cost a small fortune if they were done as paid broadcasts.





The fact is that we have done enough talking over the years, and it is now time we do something practical. As a nation, we are indeed in a crisis. During the last ten years we have butchered possible over five thousand of our species. Last year we nearly hit the seven hundred mark in an apparent attempt to beat the official record in 1980. Space will not allow me to go on and give figures on incest, child abuse, rape and corruption at all levels. It would be interesting if someone could assist me by giving me a dollar figure on the amount lost due to waste and corruption since our independence. I guess if I used my computer to calculate the figure I would get $###UNABLE TO COMPUTE! 





This economy for all practical purposes is stagnant. The only thing that grows is the level of inflation and frustration. We have tried socialism, capitalism, and some of us are not really sure what ‘ism we are now trying.





The system of government, the educational sector, the health sector, the transportation system, lack of water, our basic infrastructure with the exception of the telecommunication facilities are in such a state that they will cause us to remain in the twentieth century when the twenty-first century arrives.





What concerns me most is that as a people we have lost hope and we now wallow in self pity, doubt, and a feeling that we are too small, and helpless so we cannot change anything.





I am told that Bustamantee didn’t go to college, and Isaac Barrant a truck sideman became a National Hero and an outstanding minister of government respectively. We should remember also that slavery was overthrown by people who couldn’t read nor write.





Why is it then, that with all the professionals in leadership roles and the abundance of college and university graduates we can’t seem to run a little country that can probably  fit on a New York street. What has happened to the men in this country. Some say our men are not using the vision of their eyes and the wisdom of their heads.





What has happened to our women folks. Are our women just prepared to keep popping little ones into the world or are they prepared to grow children who can be the future builders of this nation.





The time has come when as a people we need to say enough is enough. This country needs people of vision. This country needs nation builders not just talkers. We have been conned long enough. It is time that all groups come together and say this madness must stop. 





The Citizens’ Initiative Organization an organization of citizens’ associations, have been calling on the teachers, the civil servants, the business sector, the church, and all other groups - to get  together to chart a new course. Let us collectively tell our leaders where we want to go. Jamaica is sitting on a time bomb, and if we wait any longer, none might remain to write the history of that explosion.





Contributed by


Vernon Derby (Chairman - Citizens’ Initiative Organization)
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