Voice of the Youth Network proudly presents:

The Voice of the Youth Network Dispatch!

For the Month of January 2004 (Volume 1.1)
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MABUHAY!! VOTY NETWORK MEMBERS!

We're kicking off January with the first edition of the Voice of the
Youth Network Dispatch, A new newsletter keeping you up-to-date on
the latest Voice of the Youth Network happenings!

Last year lead to several national and international youth advocacy
and trips, with Voice of the Youth Network Founders. Morse Flores,
VOTY Network Adviser attended several International programs in
Greenland, Europe, Japan and United States, Jake Gallardo got a
scholarship program in Japan and attended a forum in Taiwan, Aldean
Alonto went to Oxford University in London, England and attended a
Muslim International program and Pocholo Gonzales, VOTY Network
Founder/President won an international youth award, YouthActionNet
Award by International Youth Foundation. We was awarded in Washington
D.C., U.S.A. For more info visit
http://www.voty.org
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http://www.voty.org OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED!!

It is an honor for us to announce the launching of Voice of the Youth
Network Official Website!! After one year of active youth advocacy at
last we have acquired our very own website!! It would be the
incubator of national partnerships among youth organizations in the
Philippines; its mission is to facilitate youth participation and
intergenerational partnership in national decision-making, to support
collaboration among diverse youth organizations, and to provide
tools, resources, and recognition for positive youth action to change
our country. Visit http://www.voty.org Now!! and make a difference!

If you have any questions, comments, ideas, or want to be more
involved with Voice of the Youth Network, please e-mail
pocholo@v... and we will respond promptly!


If you haven't looked through the site lately, which we're working on
making easier to look through, you might not have noticed the new
Interviews that Voice of the Youth Network team members have done
with members of the community! Please click Youth Profile!!
http://www.freewebs.com/votyprofile/youthprofiles.htm

Every month, we'll feature a few interviews so we can get to know
each other! If you want to help interview people, or wouldn't mind
being interviewed, please send us an e-mail! pocholo@v...
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BE A VOICE OF THE YOUTH NETWORK COORDINATOR


Voice of the Youth Network Coordinators Needed

Be a part of the team, Be Voice of the Youth Network Coordinator in
your community, school or University.

Are you inspired to make a difference and promote social positive
change through Voice of the Youth Network? Voice of the Youth Network
Coordinators are noteworthy members of the community and students of
various schools and universities, just like you, who have chosen to
seize the opportunities provided and promoted by Voice of the Youth
Network and their local community to create a positive impact!

Be inspired by the possibilities around you! Aim to become a
Coordinator for Voice of the Youth Network. Members are recognized as
VOTY Network Coordinators as they become involved locally in their
own communities, schools and universities and also as they contribute
to the growth and diversity of the national online network. Members
can apply online or be nominated for recognition as Voice of the
Youth Network Coordinators, and their representation is reviewed
yearly.

VISIT, ANSWER AND SEND US BACK TO US:

http://www.freewebs.com/voty/votynetcoordinator.htm

We are also looking for volunteers as a VOICE OUT!! Editorial Staff:
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VOICE OUT!!

VOICE OUT!! Is an exciting new Voice of the Youth Network blog that
highlights news, announcements and editorials related to national
youth participation in decision-making. There are also opportunities
to submit essays, articles and creative written work on important
global issues.
VOICE OUT!! Is Voice of the Youth Network Coordinators Tambayan!!
Visit: http://www.voty.org/PHP_Nuke/index.php
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

DEADLINE FOR 31ST SHIP FOR SOUTHEAST ASIAN YOUTH PROGRAM IS FAST
APPROACHING!!

DEADLINE: February 28, 2004

The Ship for Southeast Asian Youth Program (SSEAYP) is an annual
cultural exchange program that provides the youth with the
opportunity to visit ASEAN countries and Japan, and establish
friendship with their counterparts. Delegates live on board a
Japanese luxury ship. While on country visits, they engage in various
activities such as courtesy call, interaction with local youth,
visiting institutions, and staying with local families. The two-month
cruise provides avenues to broaden their international viewpoint and
cultivate the spirit of international cooperation. The program is
participated in by Japan and ASEAN-member countries namely Brunei,
Indonesia, Lao People's Democratic republic, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and Cambodia.

Visit:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VOTY/files/SSEAYP/seyappyapplix2004[1].doc
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WORLD YOUTH PEACE SUMMIT: VOICES OF THE NEXT GENERATION
- October 2004, Nairobi, Kenya - "Cradle of Humanity"

DESCRIPTION

From October 23-28, 2004, approximately 2000 youth leaders from every
sector and field namely Government, Business, Education, Law,
Medicine, Science, Religion, Arts, Technology, Sports, Media,
Agriculture and many Youth Organizations, will gather at the United
Nations headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya for the first ever World Youth
Peace Summit. Attendees will also include Nobel Laureates, Honorary
Guest Celebrities, Religious and Spiritual Leaders, International
Dignitaries, Scholars, Civic Leaders, Arts and Sports Personalities.

This Historic gathering will focus on informing and educating youth
leaders on critical issues, such as, AIDS/Health, poverty,
unemployment, violence, environmental degradation, development etc.
and on empowering them to take action to resolve these issues. The
Summit will provide a framework for youth leadership training so that
the leaders of tomorrow will be better equipped to cope with the
challenges facing them.


MISSION AND GOALS

To build a forum for young leaders from all regions, cultures,
religions, and genders whereby they can unite and pledge a commitment
to work collectively toward the achievement of world peace;
To create a global network of young people committed to peace-
building;
To focus on issues affecting youth and work towards finding solutions
that will change the prospects for the future of the next generation;
To develop and promote mutual understanding, respect and harmony
among young people, who will become a new generation of global
citizens;
To identify talented youth with leadership potential from all parts
of the world;
To educate young people about the many critical issues their
generation faces-weapons of mass destruction, international terrorism
and conflict, environmental degradation and climate change, AIDS and
its social consequences, poverty and development, education and
employment, drug abuse and juvenile delinquency, among many other
issues;
To provide a moral and spiritual vision for addressing these issues.
To develop an understanding that spiritual resources are an essential
aspect of creating a peaceful and sustainable world; and
To communicate to world leaders that young people must have a say in
their own future.

RATIONALE

Of the 6 billion people living in the world today, more than 50% of
the population is between the ages of 15-24. The young people who
will assume leadership in the future are facing many challenges that
generations before them have not. The Coalition to Stop the Use of
Child Soldiers reports that 120, 000 children under the age of 18 are
participating in armed conflict across Africa. Additional studies are
being conducted in Asia, Europe and South America on the abduction,
trafficking and military recruitment of youth. According to the World
Health Organization's report on Health and Violence, "armed violence
is one of the leading causes of death for people between the ages of
15-44 and about 35 people are killed every hour as a direct result of
armed conflict".

Young people are the most vulnerable to the devastating effects of
violence, war and AIDS. Global warming and the depletion of natural
resources threaten their future. 'Population Reports', by Johns
Hopkins University has found that nearly 12 million young people are
living with HIV/AIDS in the world today. It is the fourth largest
cause of death globally and the leading cause of death in Africa.
Solutions for global problems such as these will require the
collaboration of peoples from all regions, religions, cultures,
genders and ages to ensure the prosperity of the world. While the
global community and its governments have begun to pave the way, a
brighter future lies in the hands of the next generation.
Technological advances and communication have brought young people
from across the globe closer together. Media, the Internet and
transportation have helped to cross the traditional borders.

However, direct dialogue and personal interaction is only one step in
understanding. The mission of the Youth Summit is to provide a
framework that goes beyond the abstracts of dialogue by fostering a
stronger foundation through spirituality, from which mutual
understanding and effective leadership skills can grow.


VISIT: www.wpys.org
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National Congress on Good Governance

The University of the Philippines National College of Public
Administration and Governance (UP NCPAG) Student Council and the
University of the Philippines Harvard Project for Asian and
International Relations (UP-HPAIR), in cooperation with the UP School
of Economics (SE) Student Council, are jointly organizing the first
National Congress for Good Governance (NCGG) which will be held at
Diosdado Macapagal Auditorium, School of Economics, UP Diliman,
Quezon City from February 21 to 22, 2004.


This Congress will consist of:
1. lectures focusing on the theme to be given by speakers
representing the public and private sectors and the civil society;
2. workshops, teambuilding and group discussions; and
3. cocktails and other social activities.

Details of the program:

Confirmed Panelists:
Bayani Fernando, Chairman of the Metropolitan Manila Development
Authority
Guillermo Luz, Executive Director of the Makati Business Club
Aquilino Pimentel Jr., Senator of the Philippines
Benjamin Diokno, Former Secretary of Budget and Management
Satur Ocampo, Party-list Representative for Bayan Muna
Cezar Quiambao, Chairman of Stradcom International

Guest of Honor: His Excellency Fidel V. Ramos, Former President of
the Philippines


I. Identifying Good Governance – How do we develop the idea
and practice of good governance for the context of the Philippine
state?
Good governance is the subject of endless discussion and debate among
all levels of our society. The problems of the Philippines are
rooted in a specific historical and social experience, and the
responses and solutions promulgated by our government need to be
understood within this framework. Given the many divergent views on
what constitutes a good government in the Philippines, what standards
and concepts are most useful in assessing the success or failure of
the state in governing the country? What agenda or platform should
form the core of the state's response to the challenge of good
governance? And what are the realistic, achievable measures to
overcome the many problems and obstacles in achieving good governance
in the Philippines?

II. Outsourcing the Social Contract – How much of its functions
should the Philippine state surrender to the private sector?
The ascendancy of the free market ideology has caused a tremendous
retreat by states from many areas of economic activity in the past
two decades. Increased efficiency and a reduction in waste and
corruption are the promised benefits in turning over government
responsibilities to profit-seeking private entities. The Philippines
has not been spared from this trend, and the past few years have seen
a flurry of activity designed to reduce the state's grasp on the
economy. How effective has this policy been in achieving economic
efficiency and competitiveness? What criteria should be used in
deciding whether a particular government agency or corporation
belongs with the public or the private sector? Has this trend made
the state more or less effective in upholding Filipino people's
interests and rights?

III. The Philippine Government in the Digital Age– What impact
will information technology have in the development of an effective
Philippine state?
Information technology has been heralded as a catalyst for
reinventing and improving the way people do things. E-governance
promises to be no different in its potential for reducing abuse and
red tape in the Philippine state. An era of digital governance and
online services seems to be the ideal solution for the corruption,
sloth and inefficiency that often prevails in the halls of
authority. But the advent of a wired government confronts the
citizenry with problems as well as possibilities, ranging from
privacy issues to the public and personal accountability of an
electronic bureaucracy. What areas of public service stand to
benefit the most from a policy of digitized governance? How has
information technology contributed to reform within state
institutions and enhancement of government capabilities? Should a
strategy of e-governance even be prioritized given its high cost and
the financial difficulties faced by our country?

How to apply?

Application forms are also available at
http://www.econ.upd.edu.ph/~hpair/. For further details on the
conference and on the payment arrangements, please contact Jose Luise
Abaya at 0917-8436965.
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An Invitation

THE HARIBON FORUM:
"Can we afford to give up our natural resources to mining?"
January 22, 2004, 6:30 PM
DAP Building, San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City

The Haribon Forum for January, formerly scheduled to be held at the
Meralco Center, will now be held at the DAP Building, also in the
Ortigas area. This forum tackles the issue of mining with emphasis
on biodiversity concerns.

Guests include DENR Undersecretary Demetrio Ignacio, Dr. Ben
Malayang, Dr. Emelina Regis, and other representatives from the NGO,
government, and academe sectors.

Attendance is free and open to all. For inquiries or registrations,
please contact:

Rina Bernabe/ Lala Bautista
9207430, 4364363, 4333476 loc. 20 or 15
advocacy@h...
act@h...


The Haribon Forum is held every month and tackles important
biodiversity concerns. Starting February 2004, it will be held every
third Thursday of the month at the Meralco Center in Ortigas Avenue.
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Notes: The Voice of the Youth Network Dispatch is the official
newsletter of Voice of the Youth Network, electronically published
via email, and compiled from various events and news from within the
Voice of the Youth Network.
Contributions should be sent to pocholo@v... with the subject
line 'Submission for VOTY Dispatch', as should questions, comments,
and requests.

Please include your full name and Organization in all correspondence,
as well as your age if it is regarding a submission.


Well that's it from us! Hope you enjoyed the first installment, we
certainly
enjoyed putting it all together!

Thank you very much!!


PLEASE PASS THIS E-NEWSLETTER TO YOUR E-GROUPS
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