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MABUHAY!! VOTY NETWORK MEMBERS!

March is here and Congratulations to our newly graduates! Welcome to
the real world! Good luck to all of you! Especially to all VOTY NET
Coordinators that will graduate this month.

Thank you for your support, interest and involvement with Voice of
the Youth Network.

We now have over 2,000 members from 78 provinces -- That's 800 more
members and 50 provinces since the last issue of the Dispatch two
months ago! We hope that you will continue to play an integral role
in involving young people from Manila and in other parts of the
Philippines!

Many new things have been launched on the web site, including a new
look, expanded and improved discussion board, and much more.

If you have any questions, comments, ideas, or want to be more
involved with Voice of the Youth Network, please e-mail
info@voty.org and we will respond quickly!

In Filipino youth service,

The Voice of the Youth Network Team!
info@voty.org
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PROFILED YOUTH ADVOCATE OF THE MONTH

ALMAHDI "ALDEAN" ALONTO

"what the mind can conceive, the body can achieve."

Aldean, as he is more popularly known, has always been a
conscientious and a driven worker in everything he commits himself
to, whether it is with his academics, his numerous extra-curricular
activities, or even the renumerated services he has rendered to be
able to see himself through school. Despite the tribulations he
had to endure early on in his life, it never deterred him to realize
his aspirations for himself. One could say that he lives by the
adage, "what the mind can conceive, the body can achieve." Although
it may seem customary for people these days to attain a good
education from a premier university, or travel places one has only
dreamed of, in his case it is not; for a person who comes from a
region where there is stark poverty and cyclic retrogression,
realizing such dreams are atypical. But this young man does not
see his accomplishments as his only; he deems it to be something he
shares with others. It is for this reason that he always finds time
to render service to communities, or organizations with humanitarian
pursuits; he sees this as a way of giving and sharing the knowledge,
the strength, and the heart that God has endowed him with.
Sincerity, honesty, and dedication are qualities rare in a person
these days and even many of our leaders today lack very much of but
these are traits he embodies with facility and it has been
contributory to the kind of leader he has been to the organizations
he has headed and the diverse people he has worked with. Aldean is
certainly the type who leads by example and tries to show and not
coerce people to make them do what he wants done. He is not afraid
of hard work and it is for this that even at a young age he has gone
far in life and will probably even go farther, as far as he sets his
mind to.

Aldean Alonto, 26
adeo211@yahoo.com
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CELEBRATE GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY 2004 – PHILIPPINES
April 16-18, 2004!
Celebrate Global Youth Service Day April 16-18, 2004!

On Global Youth Service Day, millions of young people in countries
everywhere will highlight and carry out thousands of community
improvement projects. This day will be a way for local, national,
and international organizations to:
• BUILD the capacity of an international network of
organizations that promotes youth participation, service, and
learning;
• EDUCATE the public, the media, and policy-makers about the
year-round contributions of young people as community leaders around
the world;
• MOBILIZE youth and adults to meet the needs of their
communities through volunteering; and
• LEARN and share effective practices in youth service, youth
voice, and civic engagement in the world today.
If you have a youth event or activities and want it to be recognize
internationally just contact Catherine Kamping for details:
cathy@youthlink.org Or Pocholo Gonzales at pocholo@voty.org or call
YOUTH AFFAIRS OFFICE at 7363057. Visit www.gysd.net
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www.voty.org OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED!!

It is an honor for us to announce the launching of Voice of the
Youth Network Official Website!! After one year of active youth
advocacy at last we have acquired our very own website!! It would be
the incubator of national partnerships among youth organizations in
the Philippines; its mission is to facilitate youth participation
and intergenerational partnership in national decision-making, to
support collaboration among diverse youth organizations, and to
provide tools, resources, and recognition for positive youth action
to change our country. Visit www.voty.org Now!! and make a
difference!

If you have any questions, comments, ideas, or want to be more
involved with Voice of the Youth Network, please e-mail
info@voty.org and we will respond promptly!


If you haven't looked through the site lately, which we're working
on making easier to look through, you might not have noticed the new
Interviews that Voice of the Youth Network team members have done
with members of the community! Please click Youth Profile!!

http://www.freewebs.com/votyprofile/youthprofiles.htm

Every month, we'll feature a few interviews so we can get to know
each other! If you want to help interview people, or wouldn't mind
being interviewed, please send us an e-mail! info@voty.org
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2,000 Members Strong!

This month, we celebrate the occasion of having reached 2,000+
members in our community! Armed with a diverse and youthful staff at
our Manila headquarters and nationwide, we are determined to enhance
the usability of the site as we expand our online network.

We thank you for joining us on our ongoing journey, and look forward
to engaging many more members with your help. Read on, and stay
connected!

Remember, you can help to promote VOTY by:

Telling your friends: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/voty/
Linking to VOTY: www.voty.org

~ by forwarding this dispatch to everyone in your mailboxes
~ by submitting announcements, stories, how-to's, pictures, or
anything related to youth issues and events to emails: info@voty.org
~ by registering a Filipino Youth
~ by sending all the email addresses that you have to info@voty.org
~ by applying and becoming a VOTY Network Official School or
University Coordinator
~ by registering your organization so you can submit
~ by inspiring, informing and involving other Filipino Youth!
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BE AN ACTIVE VOICE OF THE YOUTH NETWORK COORDINATOR


Voice of the Youth Network Coordinators Needed

Be a part of the team, Be Voice of the Youth Network Coordinator in
your community, school or University.

Are you inspired to make a difference and promote social positive
change through Voice of the Youth Network? Voice of the Youth
Network Coordinators are noteworthy members of the community and
students of various schools and universities, just like you, who
have chosen to seize the opportunities provided and promoted by
Voice of the Youth Network and their local community to create a
positive impact!

Be inspired by the possibilities around you! Aim to become a
Coordinator for Voice of the Youth Network. Members are recognized
as VOTY Network Coordinators as they become involved locally in
their own communities, schools and universities and also as they
contribute to the growth and diversity of the national online
network. Members can apply online or be nominated for recognition as
Voice of the Youth Network Coordinators, and their representation is
reviewed yearly.

VISIT, ANSWER AND SEND US BACK TO US:

http://www.freewebs.com/voty/votynetcoordinator.htm

We are also looking for volunteers as a VOICE OUT!! Editorial Staff:
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VOICE OUT!!

VOICE OUT!! Is an exciting new Voice of the Youth Network blog that
highlights news, announcements and editorials related to national
youth participation in decision-making. There are also opportunities
to submit essays, articles and creative written work on important
national issues.
VOICE OUT!! Is Voice of the Youth Network Coordinators Tambayan!!

Visit: http://www.voty.org/PHP_Nuke/index.php


VOTY NETWORK IS LOOKING FOR PARTNERS AND SPONSORS

To all interested parties, institutions and corporations. VOTY
Network is now open to be your partner for the Filipino youth
development and advocacy. Your help is highly appreciated.

Corporate Partnership Guidelines

While corporate partnerships are important and play an integral role
in helping The Voice of the Youth Network in promoting youth
participation and bringing together young Filipino people in more
than 78 provinces within national networks to collaborate on
concrete projects addressing national problems and creating social
positive change, we still don't have funding at all. Everything is
entirely a voluntary work. Still, we wanted to make sure you're
aware of our organization's guidelines for national corporate
partnerships.

1. Partnership benefits the Filipino youth
2. Partnership activities meet ethical, social standards of The
Network
3. Goals and objectives are compatible with The Network's
mission
4. Financial obligations and risks are defined
5. New partnerships are reviewed with consideration to
implications to existing and future partnerships
6. The Network's logo used only with prior permission
7. The Network willing to disclose publicly any
responsibilities to corporation
For more info: VISIT www.voty.org or EMAIL: info@voty.org
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PRESIDENTIAL POLL SURVEY

Youth Advocates, VOTY is having a survey called Presidential Poll
Survey to determine who's the best choice of the Online Filipino
youth.

To vote please register first at www.voty.org/phpbb
Then vote at: http://www.voty.org/phpbb/viewforum.php?f=16
Let us hear your voice!! Vote Now!

Download the Voters Education Program by the National Youth
Commission at

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VOTY/files/Voters Education.ppt


Let's help NYC to disseminate this information for all the young
voters to know what they need to know.
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JOIN VOTY FRIENDSTERS

Voty Network has invited you to join Voty's personal and private
community at Friendster, where you and Voty can network with each
other's friends.

Friendster is an online community that connects people through
networks
of friends for dating or making new friends.

Friendster is for people who are single, people in relationships, and
anyone who wants to make new friends or help their friends meet new
people.

You can use Friendster to:

* Meet new people to date, through your friends and their friends
* Make new friends
* Help your friends meet new people

Once you join Friendster, you will be automatically connected to your
friend Voty, and all of Voty's friends.

Click below to join Friendster:
http://www.friendster.com/join.jsp?invite=4340983
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

DEADLINE FOR 31ST SHIP FOR SOUTHEAST ASIAN YOUTH PROGRAM IS FAST
APPROACHING!!

DEADLINE: March 31, 2004

The Ship for Southeast Asian Youth Program (SSEAYP) is an annual
cultural exchange program that provides the youth with the
opportunity to visit ASEAN countries and Japan, and establish
friendship with their counterparts. Delegates live on board a
Japanese luxury ship. While on country visits, they engage in
various activities such as courtesy call, interaction with local
youth, visiting institutions, and staying with local families. The
two-month
cruise provides avenues to broaden their international viewpoint and
cultivate the spirit of international cooperation. The program is
participated in by Japan and ASEAN-member countries namely Brunei,
Indonesia, Lao People's Democratic republic, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and Cambodia.

Send applications to:
National Youth Commission
SSEAYP Secretariat
4th Floor Bookman Building
373 Quezon Avenue, Quezon City
Telefax Nos. +63 2 749-9399/ 9401/9404
+63 2 781-1152/1163/1406
+63 2 781-1613/1671/2372/2386 loc. 123 or 124
For inquiries regarding the program, please feel free to all Mark
Fernandez or Melvin Sellana at telephone numbers +63 2 7811406
(direct line), 7812372 or 7499399 locals 113 and 118.

Visit:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/VOTY/files/SSEAYP/seyappyapplix2004
[1].doc
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4th World Summit on Media for Children: Children in the Media Age

Description
Consumerism or a citizen's right? With what purpose does one produce
media for children today? To encourage children to consume more or
to offer them high-quality products? These questions are hoped to
mobilise educators, families, producers, distributors, and
researchers to take part in the 4th World Summit on Media for
Children. More detailed information will be published when
available. An initiative of the World Summit on Media for Children
Foundation which started in 1995 in Melbourne, Australia, and
rapidly converted into the leading international forum, dealing with
quality of media produced for children and adolescents, new
technologies, public policies, legal and commercial agreements. This
forum consists of innovative and instigating discussions held
through conferences, exhibitions, round tables, workshops, panels,
masterclasses and videoconferences.

After the progress made in Melbourne (1995), London (1998) and
Thessaloniki (2001), the Summit will take place, for the first time,
in Latin America. It will be a very special event where you will
experience what it is to live in a world with a great number of
voices and cultural diversity. The Summit will also encompass an
international Forum for Adolescents.

Chairpersons of the Brasilian committee for Summit 2004:
Regina de Assis, President of MULTIRIO, Emprêsa Municipal de
Multimeios, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil
Tel/Fax: +55 21 2266 4080 or 2286 2747, E-mail:
rdeassis@pcrj.rj.gov.br

or Beth Carmona, Regional Director Programming and Marketing,
Discovery Networks Brasil
E-mail: beth_carmona@discovery.com

Date/Time
April 19, 2004 - April 23, 2004
Location
Brasil
Rio
Brazil
RSVP Information
URL: http://www.riosummit2004.com.br/
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BRIMUN - Bremen International Model United Nations

Description
Bremen International Model United Nations 2004 is a three day
international Model United Nations conference to be held from April
6 to 8, 2004 at International University Bremen in Bremen, Germany.
For more information go to www.brimun.org
Date/Time
April 06, 2004 - April 08, 2004 , all day
Location
International University Bremen
Bremen
Germany
RSVP Information
Name: Tino Kreutzer
URL: http://www.brimun.org
Phone: +49-171-8186774
E-mail: t.kreutzer@brimun.org
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Who wants to be an International Volunteer?

"We wouldn't want only MONEY. We want PEOPLE to help us make use of
it. We need BOTH."
Margaret P. Yuoni, Regional Director

Ghana Education Service
VSO volunteers work within communities in Africa, Asia, the Balkans
and the Carribean/Pacific region, sharing their professional skills
and experience with local people. They exchange ideas so that
together, they can find lasting solutions to the problems local
people face. It's a unique approach that helps some of the world's
poorest people change their lives. BAHAGINAN, the Southern Volunteer
Programme-Philippines of VSO, offers a unique opportunity for
Filipino professionals to share their skills with the disadvantaged
people of other developing countries and join in this worthy
endeavor.

If you are qualified and trained to practice any of these
professions:

BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT
- NGO programme managers, livelihood officers and
micro-credit/enterprise development advisers, small
business/marketing development advisers, fundraisers/communication
advisers

COMMUNITY & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
- community/social development workers, community
facilitators/organizers, registered social workers

TECHNICAL & NATURAL RESOURCES
- agriculturists, agricultural business managers, agriculture
extension officers, agriculture teachers, agro-foresters, community
foresters, horticulturists, natural resources managers, community-
based environmentalists, fisheries specialists, livestock/vets

HEALTH
- doctors, pediatricians, physiotherapists, occupational therapists,
speech therapists, HIV/AIDS professionals, health managers and
administrators, maternal and child health professionals, medical
laboratory officers, primary health/community-based health
educators, community nurses, learning difficulties nurses

EDUCATION
- curriculum development specialists, education managers, English
teacher trainers, teachers for Math and Science (secondary level)

And you are:

from 25 to 68 years of age; college graduate, with at least three
years relevant work experience; in good health/ medically fit; able
to speak and write well in English; able to spend up to two years
working in a developing country; willing to live modestly in
volunteer allowance; and willing to be assigned where you are most
needed...

Share your skills where they really matter...
Be a VSO Volunteer!
Send in your detailed résumé and a letter of intent through email at
Philippines.registry@vsoint.org, or via post mail to:

The Programme Manager
VSO Bahaginan
Unit 505, Pacific Corporate Center
131 West Avenue, Quezon City 1105

As a VSO volunteer, you will have extraordinary opportunities:
living and working as part of a different community for two years;
* gaining fresh insights and understanding;
* enhanced career prospects upon your return; and
* enough memories to last you a lifetime.
We provide trainings to help you prepare as a volunteer and you will
receive modest financial support during your time overseas and a
small end-of-service grant.

Visit our website at www.vso.org.uk (click "Other VSO Sites" and go
to "Southern Volunteers")for a more comprehensive information about
VSO and Bahaginan.
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KAMP KALIKASAN

Description
Kamp Kalikasan 2004 (Corregidor Island) (Kamp Kalikasan translates
to "nature camp") is a national youth leadership camp on
sustainability principles, issues and practices which aims to create
a new partnership between campus journalists and youth-based nature
clubs to strengthen the environmental movement in campuses in the
Philippines. For more information, please visit
www.kampkalikasan.org
Date/Time
April 21, 2004 - April 23, 2004 , all day
Location
South Beach, Corregidor Island
Cavite
Philippines
Event Cost
PhP 2,500.00 or US$ 150
RSVP Information
Name: Roy Cabonegro
URL: http://www.kampkalikasan.org
Phone: +63 918 5077114
E-mail: kampkalikasan@yahoo.com
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AWARDS

TAYO Search Now on Its Second Run by The National Youth Commission
(NYC).
Among this year's developments is the expansion of the search to
include semi-finals in Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao, and the National
Capital Region. Winners in these Area Finals will participate in the
national judging to be held in Manila in April 2004. Each TAYO
national winner will receive a P50,000 cash grant to continue their
projects.
The search is open to all youth organizations, clubs and societies
with at least 15 members aged 15 to 30. Winners will be judged based
on a recent project or program that left a positive impact in their
communities and which best reflects the efforts of the youth sector
towards nation-building.
Entry forms are available at the NYC office, the office of student
affairs of colleges and universities, the National Movement of Young
Legislators other government agencies.
Deadline for submission of entries is March 31, 2004. For
inquiries, call the TAYO Secretariat at 781-2323, 781-1152, 749-
9399, 749-9404 or e-mail tayo@youth.net.ph.

DEADLINE EXTENDED: March 31, 2004
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2005 Asian Youth Fellowship Scholarship of Japan

The 2005 Asian Youth Fellowship Scholarship (AYF) of Japan is now
accepting applicants.

Field of Study:

Humanities and Social Sciences in principle, such as
History,Archaeology, Law, Politics, Economics, Commerce, Education,
Sociology, etc, but students majoring in a study field of
Engineering and Natural Sciences are also encouraged to apply.

Qualifications:

-- Applicants must be nationals of one of the following countries:

Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand or Vietnam

-- Applicants must be under 35 years of age as of April 1, 2006
(i.e. born on or after April 2, 1971)

-- Applicants must be university or college graduates.

The study area must be in the same field as the applicant has
studied (or is now studying) or related one.

-- Applicants should not have Japanese language proficiency. Those
who have learned Japanese language and already acquired Japanese
proficiency comparable to the Japanese Proficiency Test Level 3 are
excluded.

-- Good proficiency in English is required.

Term of Scholarship:

The scholarship will be granted for a period of about 14 months, in
principle, from the date of arrival in Kuala Lumpur to March 2006.

After completing the AYF Program, the Japanese Government
(Monbukagakusho) scholarship will be granted according to its own
regulation.

Required documents may be submitted directly to the library of Japan
Information and Cultural Center in the Embassy of Japan, not later
than the 16th of April,2004.

Please access the AYF website for more information and to download
the application form at http://www.asiaseed-institute.com/AYF
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YOUTH QUOTE OF THE MONTH!

From: "christopherjohnlao" <christopherjohnlao@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed Dec 10, 2003 11:39 am
Subject:
An Organization that's for me is "near perfection"

VOTY is an organization that caters to all. It is not exclusive,
meaning it doesn't make room for any barriers be it socio-cultural,
political or religious barriers. Secondly, its aims are so noble and
not consumed by self-interests that's why it will never lead to
fragmentations as well as isolation as what happened to other youth
organizations that supposedly are founded on noble vision.

VOTY's brilliance to inspire, inform and involve the youth can be
attested by the international community that's why it garnered
numerous awards both locally and internationally. In VOTY, you will
meet people from all sectors of society and all of you are
comfortable with one another because VOTY is non-traditional,
meaning it doesn't
give the sense of having bosses to unleash terror on you. Lastly
VOTY fuels the youth with self-esteem and allows for initiative to
settle in because the playing field is leveled through opportunity
equity.
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Notes: The Voice of the Youth Network Dispatch is the official
newsletter of Voice of the Youth Network, electronically published
via email, and compiled from various events and news from within the
Voice of the Youth Network.
Contributions should be sent to info@voty.org with the subject
line 'Submission for VOTY Dispatch', as should questions, comments,
and requests.

Please include your full name and Organization in all
correspondence, as well as your age if it is regarding a submission.


Well that's it from us! Hope you enjoyed the first installment, we
certainly enjoyed putting it all together!

Thank you very much!!


PLEASE PASS THIS E-NEWSLETTER TO YOUR E-GROUPS and EMAIL ADDRESSES
ON YOUR LIST
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