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MABUHAY!! VOTY NETWORK MEMBERS!

Yes, vacation starts! But no, the Voice of the Youth Network never
and will never rest in the service of the Filipino youth. That is
our commitment and contribution in nation-building.

The VOTY national directorate expresses it gratitude to those who
shared their ideas and efforts in coming up with another "dispatch".

We are hoping that this issue would be another milestone for us and
would serve as another venue for the fulfillment of our advocacies
to inspire, inform and involve our fellows.

To those who just got their diplomas, we extend our warmest
congratulations. We are wishing you the best of luck in looking for
your place under the sun and may you become successful in your
chosen career and path towards progressive life.

Thank you and God bless us all!

If you have any questions, comments, ideas, or want to be more
involved with Voice of the Youth Network, please e-mail
info@voty.org and we will respond quickly!

In Filipino youth service,

The Voice of the Youth Network Team!
info@voty.org
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PROFILED YOUTH ADVOCATE OF THE MONTH

LLOYD A. LUNA

"It's not aptitude, it's attitude that will bring one to a higher
altitude."

Graduated 2nd Honorable Mention in GuncaWest Central School in the
municipality of Gumaca,Province of Quezon during his primary
education and 3rd Hnorable Mention in Gumaca National High School as
Editor in Chief of the Campus Paper, he is currently enrolled as 5th
year BS Electronics and Communications Engineering student of good
standing at the Polytechnic University of the Philippines (PUP).

In 2001, he was cited as OUTSTANDING STUDENT of the College by the
Office of the Dean and Most Outstanding Campus Journalists in 2001
and 2002.

At 21, he was noted as dedicated paper editor that give an advent to
the inclusion of SPECTRUM, the Official Student Paublication of PUP-
College of Engineering to the 2002 Catholic Mass Media Awards (CMMA)
Finalists for Best Student Organ.

A part-time student, he earned a certificate degree in the
University of the Philippines (UP-Diliman) National College of
Public Administration and Governance on Leadership and Legislative
Governance Training Course complimentated by the Office of Senator
Aquilino Q.Pimentel, Jr.

Education, for him, is the beginning of wisdom and decent life...

As a Youth Leader
"It's not aptitude, it's attitude that will bring one to a higher
altitude" is one of the principle the he is keeping in his heart.
And, in leadership, he simply believes that "it's not the position
that makes a leader, it's the leadership that makes the position".

Chosen by the National Youth Commission, he represented the city
capital of the country, City of Manila, to the 4th National Youth
Parliament in Cagayan de Oro City. After his involvement in policy
making, he joined the 40th National Rizal Youth Leadership Institute
in Baguio City where he was earned National Leadership Achievement
Medal as Head of the 1st Commission.
Lloyd Luna
lloyd@voty.org
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VOTY-NCJP, other youth groups to join 2004 Global Youth Service Day
(GYSD)

"Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) 2004 mobilizes youth in over 150
countries to rebuild communities, breakdown ethnic barriers and
promote peace through community services."


From Kuwait to the Philippines to Uganda, from Bolivia to India to
Spain, millions of youth in over 150 countries around the world are
organizing community service projects and special events to
celebrate the 5th Annual Global Youth Service Day (GYSD), April 16-
18.


It is in this event that the Voice of the Youth Network, the Network
of Campus Journalists of the Philippines, SAVE ME Movement and other
youth groups in the country have expressed their full support and
commitment.


Young people around the world are responding to terrorism, war and
ethnic violence by focusing their efforts to eradicate hunger and
HIV/AIDS, to address education problems in their communities, and to
resolve conflicts. Young volunteers are mobilizing en masse to mark
this year's GYSD.


Global Youth Service Day is an annual global event led by Youth
Service America, in cooperation with Global Youth Action Network,
Inc., its key partner, together with a consortium of international
organizations and national committees. GYSD 2004 Philippine
Celebration is led by National Youth Commission and Youth for
Sustainable Development in partnership with the National
Coordinating Committees that include Network of Campus Journalists
of the Philippines (NCJP), Tinig Kabataan (VOICE OF THE YOUTH
NETWORK), Philippine Youth Employment Network, Inc., Batangas Youth
Organization and Family Planning Organization of the Philippines.
SAVE ME Movement, Office of the Presidential Assistant for Youth
Affairs, Tuklas Katutubo, UNESCO Club, Remedios Foundation's Youth
Zone Project also help for the preparation.


NCJP, the fastest growing organization of campus journalist in the
Philippines, is organizing local events in different in different
regions particularly in the Visayas and Mindanao under the SUMMER
2004. This program aims at inculcating moral values in journalism
that involves more than 300 student publication nationwide. They
coordinate on various training on modern mass media, trainings on
journalism, team building activities, leadership congress and
regional writing competitions. NCJP national president Patrick
Asiòero says, "We are putting into writing different events that has
something to do with GYSD because for us, documenting the
celebration itself is very vital in also promoting the active
participation of the Filipino Youth."


In another statement, VOTY founding president and NCJP director on
International Relations Pocholo Gonzales stress, "The Filipino Youth
continuously and passionately inspiring, informing and involving
their fellow youth, through GYSD, where young people represent a
dynamic force of creativity and change." He adds that GYSD creates a
remarkable opportunity to exemplify the power of a generation
uniting its efforts to build a better Philippines and a better world.


VOTY spearheads Youth Action Forum in different chapters nationwide.
The program focuses on peace and development. Under this are voter's
education, crime prevention, anti-terrorism law in the Philippines
and other issues.


Meanwhile, leading GYSD coordinator and Asia-Pacific Coordinator
Global Youth Action Network Catherine Kamping pointed out that
countries around the world are beginning to recognize young people
as assets, tapping into their amazing energy, commitment, and skills
to solve problems especially here in the Philippines. She further
notes, "Young volunteers from different geographic, socio-economic,
ethnic, and religious backgrounds are organizing service projects,
public awareness campaigns, and forums that tackle some of society's
most intractable problems."


Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) is a public education campaign that
highlights the amazing contributions made by youth year-round to
their communities through volunteering.


This celebration envisions fostering youth participation and
involvement and that millions of young people in countries
everywhere will highlight and carry out thousands of community
improvement projects. This day will be a way for local, national,
and international organizations to build the capacity of an
international network and organizations that promote youth
participation, service and learning; to educate the public, the
media, and policy-makers about the year-round contributions of young
people as community leaders around the world; to mobilize youth and
adults to meet the needs of their comities through volunteering; and
to learn and share effective practices in youth service, youth
voice, and civic engagement in the world today.
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New Voice of the Youth Network National Directorate!


It is an honor for us to announce the New National Directorate of
the Voice of the Youth Network

POCHOLO D.GONZALES, Founding President & Chief Executive Office
ALMAHDI ALDEAN ALONTO, Vice President & Chief Operations Officer
MEGHANN AUREA VILLANUEVA, Executive Assistant to the President
LLOYD A. LUNA, Executive Director, Media Affairs and Advocacies
CHRISTOPHER BERNARDO, Director, Finance and VOTY NET Spokesperson
AL IAN BARCELONA, Director, Programs, Leadership and Strategic
Development
JONATAHN BALAO, Director and Field Manager, Global Youth Service Day
ANGELICUM ODA, Director and Program Manager, Information Technology
CRISTINA CABUCO, Director, Communications
CHRISTOPHER LAO, Director, Government Relations and Local Exchanges
JOEL BASSIG, Director, Outreach Program
CHAY DIONCO, Director, Children Affairs
JEFFERSON BALANGA, Director of International Exchanges
ROMMEL T. BRILLANTES, Manager, Grants
JOVENCIO TACIO, Manager, Youth Voice Initiative
POCHOLO D. GONZALES National VOTY NETWORK Coordinator
JOSEPH DIMAANO, Luzon Coordinator
ARDONIS D. GONZALES and ACE VICTOR FABILLAR RISMA, Visayas
Coordinator
SHALIMAR GARSULA,Mindanao Coordinator
MAY ANTONETTE F. GUATATO, NCR Coordinator
RYAN D. LAYUG, Working Youth Coordinator
CHARLES RAMOS, VOTY-SK Coordinator
SAMUEL M. CABRERA JR., Director, Indigenous Youth
BYRON VIDAL, Liaison Officer
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BE AN ACTIVE VOICE OF THE YOUTH NETWORK COORDINATOR

Voice of the Youth Network Coordinators Needed

Be a part of the team, Be Voice of the Youth Network Coordinator in
your community, school or University.

Are you inspired to make a difference and promote social positive
change through Voice of the Youth Network? Voice of the Youth
Network Coordinators are noteworthy members of the community and
students of various schools and universities, just like you, who
have chosen to seize the opportunities provided and promoted by
Voice of the Youth Network and their local community to create a
positive impact!

Be inspired by the possibilities around you! Aim to become a
Coordinator for Voice of the Youth Network. Members are recognized
as VOTY Network Coordinators as they become involved locally in
their own communities, schools and universities and also as they
contribute to the growth and diversity of the national online
network. Members can apply online or be nominated for recognition as
Voice of the Youth Network Coordinators, and their representation is
reviewed yearly.

VISIT, ANSWER AND SEND US BACK TO US:

http://www.freewebs.com/voty/votynetcoordinator.htm

We are also looking for volunteers as a VOTY NETWORK DISPATCH
Editorial Staff:
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VOTY NETWORK IS LOOKING FOR PARTNERS AND SPONSORS

To all interested parties, institutions and corporations. VOTY
Network is now open to be your partner for the Filipino youth
development and advocacy. Your help is highly appreciated.

Corporate Partnership Guidelines

While corporate partnerships are important and play an integral role
in helping The Voice of the Youth Network in promoting youth
participation and bringing together young Filipino people in more
than 78 provinces within national networks to collaborate on
concrete projects addressing national problems and creating social
positive change, we still don't have funding at all. Everything is
entirely a voluntary work. Still, we wanted to make sure you're
aware of our organization's guidelines for national corporate
partnerships.

1. Partnership benefits the Filipino youth
2. Partnership activities meet ethical, social standards of The
Network
3. Goals and objectives are compatible with The Network's
mission
4. Financial obligations and risks are defined
5. New partnerships are reviewed with consideration to
implications to existing and future partnerships
6. The Network's logo used only with prior permission
7. The Network willing to disclose publicly any
responsibilities to corporation
For more info: VISIT www.voty.org or EMAIL: info@voty.org
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JOIN VOTY FRIENDSTERS

Voty Network has invited you to join Voty's personal and private
community at Friendster, where you and Voty can network with each
other's friends.

Friendster is an online community that connects people through
networks of friends for dating or making new friends.

Friendster is for people who are single, people in relationships,
and anyone who wants to make new friends or help their friends meet
new people.

You can use Friendster to:

* Meet new people to date, through your friends and their friends
* Make new friends
* Help your friends meet new people

Once you join Friendster, you will be automatically connected to
your friend Voty, and all of Voty's friends.

Click below to join Friendster:
http://www.friendster.com/join.jsp?invite=4340983
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

YOUNG LEADERS PROGRAM

The National Defense College of the Philippines (NDCP) is now
accepting nominees (should be youth leaders based in Mindanao) to
the Young Leaders Program (YLP). The YLP is a two-day leadership
seminar which aims to provide participants an understanding of the
various dimensions of national security: socio-cultural,
environmental, political, economic and military. Leadership in the
philippines, Status of the environment, peace and order situation,
poverty, Filipino values and Philipine security relations with other
nations are among the topics that will be discussed. Through
lectures, group dynamics and workshop, this program shall highlight
the role of the youth in national security. The seminar is on May
19-20, 2004 at the Silsilah Center, Zamboanga City. Registration is
Free. However, transportation of accepted nominees coming from
outside Zamboanga City cannot be shouldered by the NDCP. But their
meals and accomodation for two days will be sponsored.
Qualifications of nominees are: Filipions, aged 18-30 years old,
minimum of two years experience as an active youth leader of a
government accredited youth organization/school/student-organization
or a government employee with high potentials of becoming executives
in the future, should be based in Mindanao, has fair orientation of
the security concerns of the country, has no religious, ethnic or
gender bias. For more information, you may visit www.ndpc.edu.ph
or contact me through sofdg@yahoo.com or sofia_iecs@ndcp.edu.ph or
telephone number 02+9129632.
Qualifications of nominees are: Filipinos, aged 18-30 years old,
minimum of two years experience as an active youth leader of a
government accredited youth organization/school/student-organization
or a government employee with high potentials of becoming executives
in the future, should be based in Mindanao, has fair orientation of
the security concerns of the country, has no religious, ethnic or
gender bias. For more information, you may visit www.ndpc.edu.ph
or contact me through sofdg@yahoo.com or sofia_iecs@ndcp.edu.ph or
telephone number 02+9129632.
I have attached nomination forms to this email. Please be reminded
that a letter of nomination signed by the head of your
organization/agency/school addressed to the NDCP President, Commo
Carlos L Agustin AFP (Ret) should be attached to the nomination
forms. Deadline of submission is on April 30, 2004. You can send
it through email or local mail: National Defense College of the
Philippines, Academic Row, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, 1110

Please email VOICE OF THE YOUTH NETWORK if you are interested to represent VOTY
NET. We have 2 slots available, deadline of submission. May 7, 2004.

Download nomination form at:
http://www.ndcp.edu.ph/nominationform1.doc
http://www.ndcp.edu.ph/nominationform2.doc
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KKK's Munting Yapak Project

Greetings to our fellow youth!

Kilusan para sa Kinabukasan ng Kabataan (KKK) is a non-stock, non-
government organization/corporation composed of students from
different colleges and universities that have volunteered their time
and talents to projects benefiting indigent children and fellow
youth. KKK is currently the youth arm of the Asian Social Institute
(ASI), a graduate school of transformative praxis under its Youth
Accompaniment Program.

At present, the organization is working on its summer project, Mga
Munting Yapak. It is a Values oriented story-telling workshop which
aims to stir up the children's creativity. This activity will be
held at the Bagong Silangan Elementary School in Bagong Silangan,
Quezon City. The participants of this project will be the incoming
grade two students, ages seven to eight, from the said elementary
school. It will start on April 17, 2004, Saturday and shall
continue every Saturday until June 12, 2004, from 9:00am to
12:00nn.

In line with this, we would like to invite individuals or volunteers
from your school / organization to participate in this activity. We
are in need of individuals who are willing to spend their Saturday
to serve as facilitators and storytellers.

If you have any inquiries you can reach us through 5238265-66 loc
102 or 0919-4227415(Delan), 0927-2546907(Potchay), 0917-8407457
(Marie)

Thank you, and we are looking forward for a favorable response from
you and your school / organization.


Respectfully Yours,


Florinda Inoturan
President
Kilusan para sa Kinabukasan ng Kabataan, Inc.

Noted by:


Delan S. Ajero
Youth Coordinator
Asian Social Institute, Inc.
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SOME IDEAS TO CELEBRATE WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY- JUNE 5- FACTORING
VOLUNTEERISM...


Contact every organization in your area that is in some way
connected with environmental work, and also those grassroots
organizations who don't engage in environmental activities but whose
members may care about such none-the-less (a women's cooperative,
for instance), and talk with them about things you all could do as a
coalition regarding volunteers and the environment for June 5.

-- Arrange with your local newspaper to have an editorial, written
by you or someone else, published on June 5th that talks about the
value of volunteerism for sustainable natural resources and
conservation. Provide examples!

-- Send a press release out the day before, or two days before, June
5th, from your office/organization to all local media, that is for
publication on June 5th
and that talks about the value of volunteerism for sustainable
natural resources and conservation. Provide examples!

-- Organize a clean up day of a particular area for June 5th, in
honor of World Environment Day, for people to show why, as
volunteers, they care about the environment. Before the activity
begins, bring everyone together and talk briefly about why such a
day is important, and have
someone write down some of the things said; share these thoughts
later with the media, on a web site, or on posters you display in
your offices.

-- Solicit artistic creations that promote the important role of
volunteers in sustaining natural resources and conservation, and
display all of the contributions in a central location for public
viewing on June 5th.

A few examples of volunteers contributing to causes relating to
sustainable natural resources and conservation

-- community members -- families, adults, children, elders --
cleaning up beaches/parks/forests

-- volunteers taking members of the public on tours of natural
habitats

-- community members engaging in advocacy activities to urge
government protection of natural areas or endangered species.

-- volunteers going to schools, communities of faith or groups of
particular workers (such as farmers) to explain to people the
importance of sustainable natural resources and conservation, and
ways each group can contribute to such (such as by helping farmers
engage in effective organic pest control methods)

-- volunteers helping organizations that are focused on educating
people about the importance of sustainable natural resources,
preserving natural habitats, protecting endangered species and
conservation (such as building a web site for the organization,
helping in the office, etc.)
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NEW! The UN Programme on Youth has recently launched two new
exciting publications!

The World Youth Report 2003 provides an overview of the global
situation of youth with regards to the priorities identified in the
World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond. The
Report highlights the major challenges and opportunities that young
people are presented with today.
Click here to read the press release of the World Youth Report
launch at UN Headquarters!
Making Commitments Matter: A Toolkit for young people to evaluate
national youth policy offers youth organizations and representatives
a starting point for determining what has been done to better the
lives of young people since 1995. Take a look at this practical
resource and put it to use in your community!

The latest resolution concerning policies and programmes involving
youth was passed at the 58th session of the General Assembly. This
resolution, A/C.3/58/L.11, decides to hold two special review
plenary meetings during the General Assembly's 60th session in the
fall of 2005, ten years after the initial adoption of the World
Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY) .

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/wyr/index.html#toolkit
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YOUTH QUOTES OF THE MONTH!

The Need for New Politics: A People's Analysis of the Platforms o f
Presidential Candidates Just wanted to share this. Something to
refer to before you make that final decision which will affect the
next 6 years of your life, the fate of this country and the future
of the generations to come of politics and the promise of a better
Philippines,

"AFI DELANTAR, Marie Sol" <sol@ayalafoundation.org>
registered voter
concerned Filipino citizen
NAMFREL volunteer
Youth Alliance Philippines - Young Voters Caravan Facilitator

- - - - -

http://www.bulatlat.com/news/4-11/4-11-platforms.html
http://qc.indymedia.org/news/2004/04/417.php

from PPCRV, attention voters

Come May 10th, it will be Election Day. We, the voters, will fill up
so many names in the ballots. Let us help the public school teachers
in our own little way.

There will be instances where we will have to write at least two
names for certain positions. There will be 12 for senators, 6 sa
councilors (although this
will differ in some areas, and at least 3 for board members in some
provinces.

CAN WE WRITE THE SURNAMES OF THE CANDIDATES (whom we are voting for)
IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER?

This is already a big help for the teachers!!!!! For one, the tally
sheets and the certificate of canvass (issued by the COMELEC) have
the names of the all the candidates in ALPHABETICAL ORDER.

For instance, there are 63 candidates for the 12 senatorial
positions. Just imagine the effort of the teachers looking for the
names of the candidates if we did not arrange our votes in
alphabetical order?

If we take into consideration that these teachers MUST BE in their
polling assignments at 6:00 AM, PAGOD NA PAGOD NA SILA!!!!!! And
pagod could be a contributory factor in errors and mistakes.

AND BECAUSE THE ELECTIONS WOULD BE MANUAL, WE GUESS THAT THE
TEACHERS WILL BE STIL COUNTING THE VOTES UNTIL THE WEE HOURS IN THE
MORNING. We highly suspect
that these teachers will probably have no sleep for the past 36
hours. ERGO, I WILL STONGLY URGE YOU TO ALPHABETIZE YOUR VOTES.

Secondly, in alphabetizing your votes, this would mean that
the "sample ballots" that the "ayudante" of the candidates
distribute during election day would be useless. Kasi, the
electorate has already decided whom they will vote for.

Besides, distributing sample ballots is still campaigning. Election
rules state that the campaign period ends on the Saturday before
election day.

GERRY A. LOPEZ
PPCRV COORDINATOR
Ecclesiastical District of Quezon City
Diocese of Novaliches and Cubao

Jeffrey Bandejas <angelus_of_death@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed Apr 28, 2004 0:08pm
Subject: A MESSAGE OF CONCERN

Before anything else I would like to make it clear the first hand
that this message is not driven by any political means or
whatsoever. This is just a mere petition out of my sense of
responsibility – social responsibility, that is.

In a couple of more days, our country will again experience one of
the best gifts democracy has to offer. At that very moment we will
be empowered to choose not a king or queen we are supposed to serve,
but for leaders who will commit themselves to public service out of
social responsibility, and not selfish interest.

My appeal is simple. Let us be responsible and courageous in
choosing these leaders. Stand by our choice and be not influenced by
any rewards or threats. We were given this right for us to enjoy and
use. Why would we let anyone enjoy its benefit for his/her own
personal gain?

Our generation occupies a large fraction in our population. That is
why it is not surprising that we are hearing a lot of good offers
from these aspirants. But haven't we heard this before? What
happened to those anyways? Don't you find it annoying and absurd
hearing those over and over again?

This coming National and Local Election, we see a lot of faces. Some
of them we have seen for decades, some are hopeful to make their
debut while some are familiar because they are either family
members/relatives or friends of the incumbents. But one of the most
amusing scenes brought by this occasion is the picture where
political foes are now friends, and are in the same party to
offer "public service".

You might have heard that many consider this coming election as a
crucial one if not the most important of all we have experienced. I
guess my main thought that I would like to leave here is this:
Haven't we seen enough? I will not present my personal assessment on
these wannabes nor recommend guides in choosing the right candidate
because it will revoke the mere essence of this message. What I am
trying to point out here is for us to be responsible enough, be
prepared and be serious about this matter. It's no joke to be laid
off from a job due to closure – considering the difficulty in
looking for a job, or to budget your earnings because the prices of
the commodities are high, or to be a victim of crimes, and so on.

I have a firm belief in the power of our generation to make a
difference and to impose changes. We all dream of a better life not
only for our family but also for everyone. The road to progress may
be that hard and tough but isn't worth fighting for? We may still
have a long way to go. Don't you think we have to make a step
forward now? We are done with ignorance and fear. It's time to move
on.
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Notes: The Voice of the Youth Network Dispatch is the official
newsletter of Voice of the Youth Network, electronically published
via email, and compiled from various events and news from within the
Voice of the Youth Network.

Contributions should be sent to info@voty.org with the subject
line 'Submission for VOTY Dispatch', as should questions, comments,
and requests.

Please include your full name and Organization in all
correspondence, as well as your age if it is regarding a submission.


Well that's it from us! Hope you enjoyed the first installment, we
certainly enjoyed putting it all together!

Thank you very much!!


PLEASE PASS THIS E-NEWSLETTER TO YOUR E-GROUPS and EMAIL ADDRESSES
ON YOUR LIST

copyright@2004 VOICE OF THE YOUTH NETWORK. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
