
His Eminence Cardinal Roger M. Mahony *W6QYI* Born 27 February 1936 in North
Hollywood, Calif to Victor(electrician) and Loretta Marie Baron Mahony. Young Roger attended
St Charles School in N. Hollywood and Los Angeles College (prep seminary) later, Mission Hill’s
Queen of Angels Seminary. He went on to attend St. Johns Seminary in Camarillo and National
Catholic School of Social Science at Catholic University in Washington D.C.

He was ordained a priest on 1
May 1962 in the Fresno
Diocese. In 1975 he was
ordained as the Titular Bishop
of Tamascani and Auxiliary
Bishop of Fresno, then Bishop
of Stockton, five years later in
1985  he  was  named
Archbishop of Los Angeles.  

He became the first head of the
Los Angeles Archdiocese to
have actually been born in Los
Angeles. In 1991 Roger M.
Mahony was elevated to
Cardinal, titular church, four

Crowned Saints. The Archdiocese of Los Angeles is the largest flock of Roman Catholics in the
country –since 1985. In 1991, Cardinal Mahony became the youngest American named to the
College of Cardinals, a select group who are the Pope’s closest advisors and who cast votes to
choose new Popes. 

His Eminence has been asked various questions about ham radio and we have been chronicling the
following. “He often communicates with others on the Ham radio bands as a radio afficionado with
call letters W6QYI.” Or “My hobby is amateur radio. It has gotten very high-tech, with the use of
satellites and transmitting images, but I just use it to talk to people.” He said he doesn’t mention who
he is, most don’t ask. “If someone wants to know what kind of work I do, I just say I’m self
employed. So, it’s not lying.”  

For our new rectory, we will have a great sound system. There will be surround sound in the big
living room and the den. I installed most of the wires in the walls before the sheet rock was put in,
I used 12 gauge vampire wire, which is really good. 

The son of a North Hollywood electrician, Mahony, 64, is known for championing social causes
while maintaining strong beliefs in official church teachings. One of his most cherished projects is
the $163 million cathedral complex under construction. Partially scripted urbandharma.org &
laalmanac.com    W8SU 2006
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