Multimedia: Global Business Opportunity

          The capacity of computer nowadays expand still futher, bringing not only text, but colour images, audio, moving video into everyday use. The term ‘multimedia’ has been used as a shorthand way to describe these systems since the mid 1980s.

One source of confusion is the use of the term for marketing purposes to describe a wide variety of products from games for home entertainment to video conferencing for business users. We could define ‘multimedia systems’ as those computer platforms, software tools and telecommunication networking that support the interactive users communicate one each others or for stand alone purposes.

During the 1980s, a number of multimedia applications were developed, mostly training and education systems for large corporations, government departments and military installitions. 

          At the beginning of the 1990s a number of important changes are taking place that mark the emergence of a new phase in the history of multimedia:

· digital systems are appearing, based on new technology that can access multimedia information stored on a CD-ROM.

· new machines and upgrade kits are being launched on the market, based on the specification for the Multimedia PC backed by microsoft and a consortium of other vendors.

· International compression standards are emerging that will boost the development of a mass market for video processors in the same way that standards such as the GroupIII fax standard did for the image processing market.

          As the result of these changes a rapid reduction in the cost delivery platforms occurred during that period. However, the replacement of add-in boards by video processors on the PC’s motherboard should reduce the price of true multimedia systems to the end user. At the same time, increased multimedia support in the operating system encourage sales of packaged software and make multimedia a feasible option for large scale global business use.

Information Technology , especially the internet, is shaping our future. But delivering the Internet’s full promise to every person on the world will take hard effort.Government and industry worldwide must work together on policies and regulation that encourage the internet’s progress.

          Broadband communications are exploding, both the capacity for high speed communications and availability of broadband are booming. Globally, at least 52 undersea communications cables are operating or underconstruction in addition to an expanding global network of sattelite communications meanwhile fiber networks installation upgrade the facilities to handle conventional telecommunication services, handling voice and data, and internet services supported by wireless networks.

The internet is changing everything,  yet the more things change and become a tremendous rival for business of telephony and telegraph-telex services all over the world.

