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When it comes to Bible-study perusal is a very important component part of learning and understanding the scripture, and without perusal we do little more than scratch the surface of this divinely inspired message. What is “perusal”? Well, it basically means to “read carefully with intent to remember”. In that light a little bit of knowledge can become a dangerous thing in the hands of those who have acquired a superficial understanding of scripture. And so it is that in this world there are many “sea-preachers” who are at best mediocre salespeople; they’re mostly engaged in motivational therapy and salesmanship, the purpose for which is the acquisition of money and wealth! The bottom line is that there are very few modern-day biblical teachers (priests, pastors & preachers) who are worthy of their keep; many of them are little more than hijackers and thieves disguised as sheepherders, and I make no apologies for my viewpoint! The scripture say’s “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn1” and surely Saint Paul was right in 1 Cor. 9:9 when he made the case that a teacher should be entitled to have his/her material needs fulfilled in return for teaching the word. However, wolves in disguise have historically killed and replaced many of the oxen that originally “treadeth the corn”! These imposters and their offspring are inept if not thoroughly incapable of treading out the corn, and frankly I believe we should not only muzzle these wolves, but we should put them out of the pasture altogether. That’s rights… send them back to the Black Forest from which they came! These wolves disguised as teachers have corralled and devoured so many sheep, that they have become obese and lethargic off the fat of the lamb, so to speak. Indeed they barely have to walk in order to increase their flock and their riches, for they have created a mindset whereby the flock runs toward the slaughter with little or no coercion. What a spiritual tragedy the concept of religion has become! 

In my view the word “perusal” should be put on the endangered species list, because with the advent of television and other video many people are being conditioned and imbued with an “idiocy factor” that limits their concentration span to no more than fifteen or twenty seconds. Frankly I think this “idiocy factor” is a deliberate attempt by satanic forces to create an entire race of zombies (living dead people) who lack the intellectual capacity or spirit to think and reason for themselves. The shrewd powers of this world are creating masses of empty flesh shells, robotic spiritual clones that are practically devoid of any and all individuality; indeed just over the horizon is the closest thing to a perfect slave this world has ever seen. And a physical cloning of human flesh could well become the frosting on the cake for a new and improved militaristic society where a few elite beings dominate and rule over an entirely new class of people called ‘zomboids’! I’m not trying to make a case that many people are stupid or incapable of learning, nor do I subscribe to the racist or sexist belief in some sort of master race or genetic superiority of one over another. These perverted concepts of racism and sexism are in themselves a deeply ingrained ignorance and a general reflection of insecurity that manifests itself in a pretentious outward form. The point I’m trying to make is that many people (not just Christians) are being slowly and systematically conditioned, if not intellectually disemboweled into a mindset of sheepish-ness. It’s a dangerous mindset that empowers a pack of wolves, and at the same time degrades or robs the independence and personal power of many individuals. The impetus behind this collective mindset is the anti-Christ; the one who seeks mass control as opposed to personal empowerment. This anti-Christ works by subtlety in the shadows of shifting spiritual paradigms, and he’s pulling the wool over the eyes of many a sheep, so to speak! 
“Give us this day our daily bread” has become a modern-day euphemism to get rich! It has become a slogan for those thieves and beggars who are more intent on filling up their materialistic treasuries, than teaching spiritual truths – i.e., the real (spiritual) bread of life! The great famine and drought predicted of this age is already upon us in the form of an unsatisfied spiritual and intellectual hunger and thirst for knowledge and understanding. What good does it do to distribute and broadcast cheap books & tracts, motivational radio talk-shows and other meaningless garbage all over the world, when the very people who organize and/or support and finance these ventures cannot even understand or discern the scripture for themselves? It’s like a blind archer shooting blunt arrows at a target that is ten miles to his/her rear! And the sad thing is that these same people who’ve hijacked Christianity and put it up for sale, have become so seductive in their approach that many true Christians cannot even see the deception behind this commercialistic approach to evangelism. Thank God for the Holy Spirit and the great masters who have not been seduced by the dark-side. And thank God for those teacher’s who understand the importance of helping and teaching others how to learn and discern for themselves, rather than memorize and recite the meaningless idiotic incantations of false priests, preachers and even prophets.  

Now having aired my frustration over the lack of biblical scholarship and effectual teaching, let me expound upon a few techniques of self learning that I’ve found useful in my own personal quest for spiritual enlightenment:

1. Don’t take anything at face value or resign yourself to someone else’s authority, opinion or interpretation of scripture without investigating for yourself. Just because someone wears authoritative garb or displays a theological or other degree doesn’t mean that they’re right or more intelligent than you are, nor does it mean that their interpretation is any more accurate than anyone else’s. Nobody but God owns the scripture and nobody has any more right to interpret or teach it than anyone else. Despite whatever façade one might put forth, an individuals interpretation or perusal study is more likely to bring them closer to enlightenment then listening to some preachers’ self-aggrandizing sermon. In Matthew 27:51 it states that at the moment of Christ’s death, “…the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.” This empowering event signified an end to the separation between God and his people. The priest was/is no longer needed for communion (i.e., sharing thoughts and feelings) with God, despite their lingering sacramental and other ritualistic pretenses. Priestly authority is also no longer needed to teach the word of God, because as Christ said in the Gospel of John 14:16-17, “…I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever – the Spirit of truth.” Just in case there is any question as to what this verse really means, let me refer you down to verses 25-27 of the same chapter of John 14 where Jesus states: “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
2. Do not rely only upon one or two translations of the scripture, and for the sake of your enlightenment invest in a decent reference library that will help you and your family in a perusal study of the word. What is your spiritual salvation worth to you? This is a very important question and the older one gets the easier it is to ponder about such things. Life can be so fleeting! We tend to look back from our later years and wonder if we’ve made the best possible use of the time and energy that God has given us. But unfortunately many people will fall short of their own expectations in this regard; some will indeed pass away before they even begin to think about spiritual growth. An investment of several hundred dollars to build a decent reference library is a mere pittance compared to the knowledge that can be acquired from such. And an investment in study-time coupled with meditation and reflection is also another important factor that many people take for granted. Indeed there are many so-called Christians who dust their Bibles off maybe once per week for an hour or so, and often they don’t even open the books before putting them back on the shelf. This is called pretentiousness and it means, “creating a false appearance of great importance or worth”, but the truth is the only “appearance” that is of any real consequence is that appearance that we will have when we stand before our creator. At the end of this treatise I will provide a list of several books, which I think are essential to understanding the Bible. What is your spiritual salvation worth to you?
3. Two or more heads are better than one, but too many heads can spoil the broth! It is important to set aside some time to study by yourself and it can also be very productive to study with a small group so long as one or two persons don’t try to dominate and control the group. Start your own study or fellowship group! A small democracy is the best way to share and learn, and in so doing a person can benefit from various biblical or scriptural perspectives. The roundtable concept of discussion should be encouraged and a chairperson rotation should be the norm for the group. This is an impossible benefit when you sit and listen to a single teacher who is usually ingrained with someone else’s preconceived notions. There is little learning within an environment that does not take advantage of the small cell concept and exchange of ideas! That is not to say that a particularly enlightened person cannot be commissioned to lecture before the group, but it must be by the will of the entire group and should be a separate occasion altogether. The cell concept of a study group should be limited to no more than twelve couples, before it breaks off into separate cells. We would do well to learn from the ways of the master! Did he not break bread with the twelve apostles as well as the women who accompanied them? What is bread if it is not a symbol of Christ’s body2? And as John said in his first verses of the Gospel of John, “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” And so, “let us break bread together” in fellowship (Gk.=koinonia), but when it comes to sharing spiritual bread, then let us follow the example of Christ and limit it to twelve couples or less.
4. Live and let live! Practice unbending respect for others, and try to keep an open mind in all matters! Allow other people a right to their opinion, and try to foster a mindset of learning from others rather than trying to change them so that everyone thinks and believes in exactly the same manner. There is no growth potential in spiritual cloning, and this is one problem with mega-mass sermons where some motivational speaker seeks to condition the masses into an unbending spiritual mono-cult. Did not Adolph Hitler think in these terms? Allow others their opinions and rather than trying to change them and how they think, stay focused on changing yourself and how you think! Don’t argue with someone else’s opinion – just offer your own without trying to change another’s viewpoint. Seek out and encourage opposing views and different opinion and carefully consider these new and different perspectives as potential food, but never forget that some concepts can be poisonous to your soul. And if you feel compelled to rebuke someone else’s point of view, then try to do it through offering your own opinion. Always offer your opinion with humility and utmost respect for the other members of your group, and don’t be afraid to invite outside opinions and even other religious beliefs and doctrine for consideration. Also encourage one another to independently seek out new concepts and/or study resources, book reviews etc., and to bring them to the group as recommendations. Encourage diversity among one another! 
5. Learn how to study and think and learn! Unfortunately schools do not teach children and other people how to be creative or how to think. They are mostly taught how to assimilate data that has been provided or spoon fed to them, but eventually even the best assimilating mind gets overloaded and burned out by this nonsensical approach to so-called learning i.e., studies in senseless memorization. Children are rarely if ever taught the techniques of self-actualization and inventiveness that are so essential to creativity. And so it is that the endowment of man that is the inheritance of the likeness of God (the creative nature of man), has been stymied by the very beast that was endowed with the gift. I don’t even know how to approach this subject of creative thinking, except maybe to describe those things that are most effective at destroying one’s creative thinking & learning abilities. Of course television and the boob-tube mentality that goes along with it is one of the biggest culprits, however we have a whole gamut of modern-day maladies that range from drug & alcohol addiction to an unyielding intent to acquire material things. All of these addictions have become a sickness that is draining the spiritual lifeblood and intellect out of the human species. It’s not difficult to see that most of society (all but an elite few) is regressing both spiritually and intellectually. This has a lot to do with the satanic energy that pervades this world, and this satanic energy has the intent to keep people in bondage, and to keep them in darkness and ignorance by preventing them from a perusal study of the scripture. Satan does not want people to study the scripture with intent to understand because it would set them free from bondage. Freedom is contrary to the anti-Christ, and the anti-Christ is contrary to freedom! Self-study of scripture is contrary to satanic darkness, and will naturally bring us closer to Christ and God. If there is anything in and of this world that is more important to you than finding God and Christ, then you are in danger of losing your soul! 

6. And last but not least… pray for spiritual discernment and be selective with your course of studies. Remember that in a sense you will become what you focus on and so it is very important that we pray for guidance and direction in our studies. And that we also become responsible in directing our selves in a manner that is in keeping with the principles of Christ-hood. I find it very helpful to leave little written reminders or cue cards in places that I frequent throughout the day. They help to redirect and keep me focused upon those things that will not wither or rust in time. One of my favorites is a quote taken from the Bhagavad-Gita, which reads, “Those who remember me at the time of death will come to me. Do not doubt this. Whatever occupies the mind at the time of death determines the destination of the dying; always they will tend toward the state of being. Therefore, remember me at all times and fight on. With your heart and mind intent on me, you will surely come to me. When you make your mind one-pointed through regular practice of meditation, you will find the supreme glory of the Lord.” –(Bhagavad-Gita 8:5-8) 
Another favorite cue card reads, “It’s what you focus upon – that becomes your reality. That is creative consciousness… Keep the focus!” –(W.E. Blackburn)

I used to be offended by this quotation, that is until I came to understand just how much truth there is behind these words:

“Life’s a ----- and then you die!”
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