Dear Majors in Anthropology:

This is a joint letter by Jennifer Staple (class of '03) Enrique Mayer (DUS) and Marcello Canuto to call your attention to an initiative to revive the Yale Anthropology Society, a registered Student Organization, that on-and-off has provided an interesting venue for undergraduate activities related to being a student anthropologist. The Society was founded on September 23, 1998.  Its charter lists the following proposed activities:

(1) Organize social and academic gatherings where students would have an

opportunity to meet and invite the anthropology faculty and graduate students for presentations. Such events would acquaint members with research projects, as well as with the characteristics and goals of the four subdivisions of anthropology.

(2) Carry out trips to different academic conferences, museums and other

institutions where related issues are discussed and presented, as well as view films of anthropological interest.

3) Invite well-known anthropologists/speakers from Yale or other nearby institutions to present their contributions to anthropology as a whole.

Some of you may remember Lauren Ristvet and Priscilla Song, both dynamic student members of the Society. The founding faculty advisors were Sergio Chávez and Karen Mohr Chávez, followed by Frederika Kaestle until her departure.  At the Anthropology faculty meeting on Tuesday, December 4 2001, Marcello Canuto volunteered to be the society's faculty advisor. Also, the DUS will resume a supportive and active role.

Jennifer is also a member of the Yale Student Union, and she has been very successful in bringing famous anthropologists to campus, among them Sydney Mintz and James Clifford.  For the Spring Term 2002, the Yale Student Union has engaged the following speakers--all of them prominent anthropologists. The format of the talks at the Student Union addresses the interests of undergraduates and the wider Yale community.

* Wednesday, February 27th: George Marcus

* Tuesday, March 26th: Mary Catherine Bateson

* Wednesday, April 29th: Marshall Sahlins

The Society will be able to develop some other activities with these guest speakers during their visit to Yale.

Jennifer, Marcello and I have  several suggestions for other activities that could be

undertaken by the Society if you are interested.  Among them:

* An undergraduate colloquium for students to discuss their senior essay research.

* A take-out-to-lunch your favorite faculty member or teaching fellow.

* A Yale Anthropology Society web page that would be part of the Department of Anthropology's web page which could function as a student journal and discussion forum. The web page has already been created. Please check it out at http://www.geocities.com/yaleanthro/index.html

The Yale Anthropology Journal would offer an opportunity for undergraduates to publish articles, research reports, and reviews.  The journal would be student-administered and student-edited.

In order to formalize the Yale Anthropology Society (and thus qualify for funding possibilities), we will need to update the registration with Yale's Undergraduate Organizations. We are now recruiting at least five volunteers to sign the form to update the official registration with the Yale Student Organization Guide.

The DUS office will be sponsoring another Undergraduate Get-Together on January 22nd.  One important item will be the election of the society's student officers.  This advance notice is sent out in preparation for these events.

This letter is therefore a recruitment letter.  If you have any ideas for any of these activities, or other suggestions, please let us know by e-mail.  Above all, please sign up if you wish to become involved in organizing any of the activities mentioned above.  We have a great start with this impressive list of speakers lined up for the spring semester that will allow the society to become a vibrant component to the academic activities of the department.

Hoping to hear from you soon,

Jennifer Staple

Enrique Mayer


Marcello Canuto

Class of '03

DUS, Anthropology

Assistant Professor

