Mathew Mendoza

November 21, 2000

Period 5

The Great Gatsby Vocabulary

Chapter 1

frac·tious – Inclined to make trouble; unruly – adj.

feign  - To represent – v

ban·ter - Good-humored, playful conversation – n

com·pla·cen·cy  - A feeling of contentment or self-satisfaction, especially when coupled with an unawareness of danger or trouble – n

in·ti·mate  - To make known subtly and indirectly – v

Chapter 2

des·o·late - Devoid of inhabitants; deserted – adj

su·per·cil·i·ous - Feeling or showing haughty disdain – adj

con·tig·u·ous - Sharing an edge or boundary; touching – adj
ap·a·thet·ic  - Feeling or showing a lack of interest or concern; indifferent – adj

lan·guid - Lacking energy or vitality – adj

Chapter 3

ve·he·ment - Characterized by forcefulness of expression or intensity of emotion or conviction; fervid – adj

cre·du·li·ty - A disposition to believe too readily – n

cyn·i·cal - Scornful of the motives, virtue, or integrity of others – adj

as·cer·tain - To discover with certainty, as through examination or experimentation – v

con·viv·i·al - Fond of feasting, drinking, and good company; sociable – adj

Chapter 4

punc·til·i·ous - Strictly attentive to minute details of form in action or conduct – adj

lab·y·rinth - An intricate structure of interconnecting passages through which it is difficult to find one's way – n
dis·con·cert - To upset the self-possession of; ruffle – v

sin·is·ter  - Suggesting or threatening evil – adj

jux·ta·po·si·tion - The act or an instance of juxtaposing or the state of being juxtaposed – n

Chapter 5

si·mul·ta·ne·ous - Happening, existing, or done at the same time – adj
de·funct - Having ceased to exist or live – adj
dis·traught - Deeply agitated, as from emotional conflict – adj
ves·tige - A visible trace, evidence, or sign of something that once existed but exists or appears no more – ​n

fluc·tu·ate - To vary irregularly – v

Chapter 6

tur·gid - Excessively ornate or complex in style or language; grandiloquent – adj

con·tin·gen·cy - An event that may occur but that is not likely or intended; a possibility – n

pro·fu·sion - The state of being profuse; abundance – n

o·bliv·i·on - The condition or quality of being completely forgotten – n
saun·ter  - To walk at a leisurely pace; stroll – v

Chapter 7

af·front - To insult intentionally, especially openly – v

a·byss - An unfathomable chasm; a yawning gulf – n

in·ter·mit·tent - Stopping and starting at intervals – adj

pre·sump·tu·ous - Going beyond what is right or proper; excessively forward – adj
for·mi·da·ble - Arousing fear, dread, or alarm – adj

Chapter 8

in·ces·sant - Continuing without interruption – adj
rav·en·ous - Extremely hungry; voracious – adj

per·vade  To be present throughout; permeate – v

cor·rob·o·rate - To strengthen or support with other evidence; make more certain – v
hol·o·caust  - Great or total destruction, especially by fire – n

Chapter 9

su·per·flu·ous - Being beyond what is required or sufficient – adj

de·fer - To submit to the opinion, wishes, or decision of another through respect or in recognition of his or her authority, knowledge, or judgment – v

dis·tort - To twist out of a proper or natural relation of parts; misshape – v

tran·si·to·ry - Existing or lasting only a short time; short-lived or temporary – adj

in·co·her·ent - Lacking cohesion, connection, or harmony; not coherent - adj
