Reapportionment – A process of redrawing voting district lines from time to time, and adjusting the number of representatives allotted each state.

Redistricting – The redrawing of boundary lines of voting districts in accordance with census data or sometimes by order of the courts.

The legislatures of the states – draws the state’s congressional districts.

Gerrymander – Any attempt during state redistricting of congressional voting boundaries to create a safe seat for one party.

Majority-minority district – A congressional district that has been drawn to include so many members of a minority group that the chance for a minority candidate to be elected is greatly improved.

Select committees or special committees – Temporary congressional committees that conduct investigations or study specific problems or crises.

Standing committees – Permanent congressional committees that determine whether proposed legislation should be sent to the entire chamber for consideration.

Whip – Congress members charged with counting prospective votes on various issues and making certain that members have the information they need for floor action.

Conference Committees are formed to reconcile differences between the versions of a bill passed by the house and the senate.

Joint Committees – Groups of members from both chambers who study broad areas that are of interest to Congress as a whole.

Subcommittees – The subgroups of congressional committees charged with initially dealing with legislation before the entire committee considers it, 151. 

Line item veto – The Power given to the president to veto a specific provision of a bill involving taxing and spending.  Previously the president had to veto an entire bill.  Declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1998, 155.

Filibuster - A technique that allows a senator to speak against a bill, or talk about nothing at all, just to “hold the floor” and prevent the senate from moving forward with a vote.  He or she may yield to other like minded senators, so that the marathon debate can continue for hours or even days.

Seniority Rule – An informal, unwritten rule of Congress that more senior members (those who have served longer than others) are appointed to committees and as chairs of committees. This “rule” is being diluted in the House as other systems are developed for committee appointments, 156.

How a bill becomes a law – Once a bill has been introduced in Congress, it follows a series of steps on its way to becoming law.  In the House, every piece of legislation is introduced by a representative, who hands it to the clerk of the House or places it in a box called the  “hopper.”  In the Senate, a senator must be recognized by the presiding officer to announce the introduction of a bill.  In either case, the bill is first read (printed in the Congressional Record) and then referred to the appr0priate committee (or committees if it is especially complex) bye the Speaker of the House or the Senate majority leader.  Too long to finish.

How a bill becomes a law
Proposed bill is introduced in the house.


Subcommittees hold hearings, recommend passage



Bill is referred to House Committee




House debates and passes

Proposed bill is introduced in the Senate


Subcommittees hold hearings, recommend passage



Bill is referred to Senate committee




Senate debates and passes

House and Senate members sometimes have to confer and reach compromises in conference committee, after which proposed bill must be sent back to both chambers for their approval


All Compromised bills must go back through both House and Senate before reaching the president


House and Senate approve compromise

Compromised version approved by both houses is sent to president, who can either sign it in to law or veto it and return it to Congress.  Congress may override the veto by two-thirds majority vote in both houses.  If this vote is achieved, bill will become law without the president’s signature, 164.

Pocket Veto – Presidential refusal to sign or veto a bill that Congress passes in the last ten days of its session; by not being signed, it automatically dies if Congress adjourns.

Who is eligible for president – Must be 35 years old, must have lived in the Us for at least fourteen years, and must be a natural-born citizen.

Presidential Powers – Only one-third of Article 2 is devoted to formal presidential Powers.  This brevity reflects the framers’ uncertainty on the subject.  First they gave the president some very specific powers.  

Second, and more important, they gave the executive some broad, even sweeping, powers written in vague language subject to individual interpretation.  

The veto power.  

The appointment Power – This affects the president’s ability to staff the executive branch with trusted allies.  Article 2 …. power to appoint ambassadors, public ministers, and consuls; judges of the Supreme Courts; and “other Officers of the United States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law”

The Treaty Power – The Constitution also gives presidents the power to negotiate treaties with other nations.

Executive Privilege – The implied or inherent power of the president to withhold information on the ground that to release such information would affect either national security or the president’s ability to discharge his official duties.

War Powers Resolution – The president must report to Congress within forty-eight hours after committing Us troops to hostile action if no state of war has been declared.  If Congress disagrees with the action, the troops must be removed within ninety days.  Actually the troops must be withdrawn within sixty days unless the president requests thirty additional days to ensure their safety.

The Key Powers of Congress – To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises


To borrow money


To regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the states


To establish rules for naturalization and bankruptcy


To coin money, set its value, and punish counterfeiting


To fix the standard of weights and measures


To establish a post office and post roads


To issue patents and copyrights to inventors and authors


To create courts inferior to the Supreme Court


To define and punish piracies, felonies on the high seas, and crimes against the law of nations 


To declare War


To raise and support an army and navy and make rules for their governance


To provide for a militia

To exercise exclusive legislative powers over the District of Columbia and over places purchased                          

           to be federal facilities

To “make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing            

           Powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitution in Government of the Us 

Constituents – In votes with high visibility, constituents have a significant influence on their representative’s voting decisions.  No representative wants to lose touch with the district or appear to care more about national politics than about the people back home.

Original jurisdiction – The authority of a court to be the first to hear a case.

Appellate jurisdiction – The authority of a court to hear a case on appeal after it has been argued in and decided by a lower federal or state court.

Judicial review – the power of the supreme court established in Marbury v. Madison to overturn acts of the president, congress, and the states if those acts violate the constitution.  This power makes the supreme court the final interpreter of the constitution.

Statutory Construction – the power of the supreme court to interpret or reinterpret a federal or state law.

Criminal cases – Cases in which decisions are made regarding whether or not to punish individuals accused of violating the state or federal criminal code.

Civil cases – noncriminal cases in which courts resolve disputes among individuals and parties to the case over finances, property, or personal well being. 

Trial Court – (petit court) The point of original entry in the legal system, with a single judge and at times a jury deciding matters of both fact and law in a case.

Appellate court – the court that reviews an appeal of the proceedings of the trial court, often with a multijudge panel and without a jury; it considers only mattes of law.

Constitutional Courts – Courts mentioned in Article 3 of the constitution whose judges are life – tenured.

Us district courts- the trial courts serving as the original point of entry for almost all federal cases.

Us court of appeals - The middle appeals level of judicial review beyond the district courts; in 1999, consisted of 167 judges in 13 courts, 12 of which are geographically based.

Senatorial courtesy – A procedure in which a president submits the names of judicial nominees to senators from the same political party who are also from the nominee’s home state for their approval prior to formal nomination.

Writ of certiorari – a Latin term meaning “to be made more certain”; this is a writ that enables the court to accept cases for review only if there are “special and important reasons therefore.”

Majority opinion – a decision of the Supreme Court that represents the agreed-upon compromise judgment of all the justices in the majority.

Plurality opinion – Less than a majority vote on an opinion of the court; does not have the binding legal force of a majority opinion.

Concurring opinion – A written opinion of a justice who agrees with the majority decision of the Court but differs on the reasoning.

Dissenting opinion – A written opinion of a justice who disagrees with the holding of the Court. 

Bureaucracy – a large and complex organizational system in which tasks, roles, and responsibilities are structured to achieve a goal.

The welfare State – it started in 1933.  It is a social system whereby the government assumes primary responsibility for the welfare of citizens, 268.

Spoils system – a system in which government jobs and contracts are awarded on the basis of party loyalty rather than social or economic status or relevant experience.

Civil service – a system of hiring and promoting employees based on professional merit, not party loyalty.

Pendleton Act of 1883 created the civil service. 

Privatization – the turning over of public responsibilities to privately owned and operated enterprises for regulation and for providing goods and services.

Max Weber is the father of bureaucracy.

