American History 1929 to the present (American History III.)  Prof. Mark Lause. 

Spring 2009, 15HIST112, Sections 901. 354 McMicken, T 6:30-9:10 pm.
:

Course description. This is a survey of American history from 1848 to 1929.  As in other components of this survey sequence—American History I and III (HIST110 and HIST 112)—the course will introduce students to the environmental, technological, economic, social, institutional, and ideological development of American civilization over a particular period of time with reference to the global context in which that civilization took form.  It will explore the ways in which issues of class, race, and gender have shaped the institutions and ideas central to that civilization.   Through the requirement of interpretative reading and discussion, the course will allow students to evaluate and formulate educated o9pinions about American society and the issues it has faced and is facing.  General Education statement. This course familiarizes students with multiple areas of traditional knowledge and integrates into history an appreciation for scholarship in other disciplines.  It promotes awareness of the world at large.  It encourages intellectual excellence, an appreciation for diversity, and intellectual openness. As such, it fosters critical thinking and information literacy, and, to the extent possible in a larger section, it also develops effective communication. It is hoped that students leave the course with an appreciation for the subject that contributes to an ethos of lifelong learning.
Course requirements. Students are responsible for demonstrating in your work that you have met these requirements; this includes keeping copies of all work submitted.  By enrolling and remaining in this section, students accept these requirements.
· Enrollment. All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved after that time. Officially enrolling on time is the sole responsibility of the student.

· Attendance. Full attendance record is almost always reflected in the quality of the work done, while nonattendance (even with the best excuse) does not accomplish missed work. The student should be at each session. Attendance will be taken randomly.  After three misses with no penalty, you may be docked 10 points for each absence.  If for whatever reason you will miss class, it is the responsibility of the student to acquire the lecture or discussion notes.  .
· Readings. These assignments are due at the start of the week indicated in the Schedule.  Textbook. Alan Brinckley, The Unfinished Nation; a Brief Interactive history of the American People.  NY: McGraw-Hill Companies, 2005) ISBN: 0072918470.  In addition, you also required to read: Joseph Heller, Catch-22 (many editions and lots of used copies in paperback are around) ISBN: 0684833394; Malcolm X Speaks ; and, David Thelen, Becoming Citizens in the Age of Television.  (NY: Basic Books, 2004) ISBN10: 022679417 or ISBN13: 978-022679416.
· Papers. There will be three essays, including that for the final paper..  . 
· Exam. We will discuss several possible questions prior to the scheduled exam and the student should be prepared to write an essay on one of them.  
· Deadlines. Without written permission in advance, there will be no acceptance of late work. This holds true as well for getting an "I[ncomplete]" for the course.  A make-up exam will not simply replicate what was done in the regular exam session.  In order to be able to write a make-up exam, the student must have given prior notice of the absence well in advance of the exam date.  If the absence results from an unexpected illness, the student must provide verification from the attending physician (not just a note from the health service).
Grading. The grading scale is: A = 90 to 100%; B = 80 to 89%; C = 70 to 79%; D = 60 to 69%; F = 59% and lower.  The grade will be based on the following: 

· Papers. 300 points, or 100 points on each of the three required papers.  These papers will cover the readings, but will NOT be book reviews or summaries.  Rather, they will be responses to specific questions involving the content of these books.  Each of the questions will be formulated and distributed in class
· Exam. The final paper will be the final exam. 

· Extra Credit Work. As a general rule, there will be no extra credit work.  Such work would be "extra" not "substituted" work for the course requirements.  If you need additional credit, you will be given the option of writing a well-organized book review on a title I select in a structure on which we will agree.  It will not be easy.
Advice for success in the course
In addition to meeting the course requirements (including attendance), you would be wise to follow these suggestions: 

· Ask questions! What you do not ask may never be answered. 

· Work together! This is the best way to check your knowledge and understanding. Grading is not competitive, so it is not against your interest to assist each other over particular difficulties. Too, should you must miss a class, you should know who in the class is trustworthy on what you've missed. 

· If you have trouble, contact the instructor ASAP. I am available regularly and, as a rule, I am only a few hours away by email at any time.

Contacting the Instructor. 

· In person. You can contact me before or after class, or during office hours,  My office at 310C McMicken, and the phone number is 556-1520. Office hours will be 12-1 MWF and 5:30-6:30 Tue and by appointment, which can be generally at your convenience, as I don’t live far from campus.

· Email.  An email sent to MLause@cinci.rr.com will be read within a few hours.  Any email sent to lausema@ucmail.uc.edu or to Mark.Lause@uc.edu may not be read until I get to the office and checks the email on my computer there.  Always include your name and class.  

· Phone calls or notes. Using these, as well, you should include your name, subject, class, time of its meeting, and any specifics helpful in addressing your concerns.  My phone number is 556-1520. You can leave notes in the department mailbox, or put a note under the door of the office.  

· Graduate Assistants. Ms Evan Hart (haree@email.uc.edu) and Ms Ann roos (roosa@email.uc.edu) are both in 358 McMicken, 556-2130.  Ms Hart’s office house are MW, 2-3 and Ms Roos TTh, 2:30-3:30.
General Policies. 

Your participation in this course implies acceptance of the rules and requirements that come with your choice to enroll.  You will be treated fairly as an adult, which means that you have to live by the same rules and requirements as everybody else does.  Don't ask for special exemptions from those requirements and rules, especially not in the name of “fairness.” 

· Academic Freedom. Institutions of higher learning function through the clash of ideas, theories and interpretations. This develops our abilities to weigh rationally the merits of conflicting views. An atmosphere of free discussion is essential to this. Even an unsound point of view helps to clarify our standards of evaluation in this process. The expression of any and all views are welcome in this classroom; anything that stifles freedom of discussion is correspondingly unwelcome. 

· Classroom courtesy. Attendance implies your attention to the business of the class. Doing other things while you are here is not only discourteous to the instructor but disrupts the work of others.  It is also self-destructive in that it always injures the quality of your work.  Turn your cell phones off. Do not read during class. Do not engage in cross talk.  Using a laptop is a privilege and, if you abuse it, you lose it.  As a rule of thumb, do not do what distracts others.  If you do so repeatedly, you may be invited to leave the classroom..
· Tardiness. Showing up more than a few minutes after the class starts will disrupt it.  If you decide to leave to do something in the middle of the class, take your stuff with you, because you shouldn’t disrupt the same class twice. If you leave before the end of class, you must leave your name with one of the graduate assistants and, without prior excuse, your leaving negates the record of your attendance.

· Student Misconduct. This class will be conducted in conformity with the policy of the Department of History on plagiarism, and with the University of Cincinnati Code of Student Conduct on matters of cheating, or attempts to intimidate faculty. See http://www.uc.edu/conduct/Code_of_Conduct.html. 
Sessions. 

March 31. Review; Modern America—the 1920s. Brinkley, 374-86, 388-401.
April  7. The Depression & the New Deal. Brinkley, 403-416, 418-26.
April  14. World War Two. Brinkley, 428-45.
April 14. Essay #1 Due.

April 21. The Cold War & Affluence. Brinkley, 447-62, 464-82; Heller, Catch-22.
April 28. Testing Assumptions. Brinkley, 484-99; Malcolm X Speak.

May 5. The Sixties. Brinkley, 501-20; Malcolm X Speaks.
May 12. Restoration Without Reflection. Brinkley, 501-20.
May 12. Essay #2 Due.

May 19. Cold War Without the Cold War.  Brinkley, 522-38; Thelen, Becoming Citizens in the Age of Television.
May 26. A New World Order.  Brinkley, 522-38, 540-63.
June 2. To Be scheduled
June 9. Final Exam Slot: Issues Ahead.  Brinkley, 522-38, 540-63.
June 9. Essay #3 Due at this time.

