American History 1929 to the present (American History III.)  Prof. Mark Lause. 

Spring 2009, 15HIST112, Sections 901. 354 McMicken, T 6:30-9:10 pm.

Essay Assignment #1. Joseph Heller’s Catch 22 entertains the reader by depicting the way modern institutions and their policies place individuals in circumstances that are fundamentally irrational, sometimes even humorous.   Drawing on three or four relevant examples from the book, discuss similar experiences that you or someone you know have had.  (The assignment should be typed, double-spaced in no larger than 12-point type and be 3-5 pages long.  It is worth 100 points.)
Advice on grade considerations. The most common major mistake made in such an assignment is to ignore the question.  You fail to perform the required assignment if you either write about something else or if you write in some general way about the subject.  

Before you begin, think about your answer.   A good grade requires both clarity of thought and coherence of expression.  Proofread the essay several times before you submit it.  Correct errors of grammar and spelling.

A good essay should have a clear outline and structure.  Specifically, it requires: an introduction stating the thesis or argument of the essay; several points arguing for the position taken; and, a conclusion.  You should be able to tell yourself how well or how poorly you are doing on each of these components.

In this case, you already are evaluating someone else’s statement about what the book does.  A clear understanding of what “the way modern institutions and their policies place individuals in circumstances that are fundamentally irrational” is an essential anchor for starting your essay, and for making a coherent conclusion.  What examples you wish to make to answer the question are up to you, but these choices indicate how well you grasp the subject, and your presentation are all major parts of the grade.  

Factual accuracy is essential.   Any major factual mistakes or resorting to insupportable sweeping generalizations fail the assignment.

Please remember the plagiarism sanction.  If you copy work from any source without citation, you WILL not only fail the assignment but the course.  You will not be allowed to withdraw without getting the “F.”  (This is a department rule on which the instructor has no discretion and is not subject to appeal.)

Submitting the work. The assignment is due April 14 at that start (not the middle or the end) of class on that day. 
My office at 310C McMicken, and the phone number is 556-1520. Office hours will be 12-1 MWF and 5:30-6:30 Tue and by appointment, which can be generally at your convenience, as I don’t live far from campus. An email sent to MLause@cinci.rr.com will usually be read within a few hours. 

