Age of Jackson.  15HIST524, Sections 001. 354 McMicken, MWF 1-1:50 pm. Prof. Mark Lause. 

Syllabus Addenda:.Essay Assignment #3. Using Wilentz’s Chants Democratic, describe the popular foundations of the second party system that prevailed in the Age of Jackson.  Using this same source, discuss the how that popular base fostered instability of that party system.  Why was this more important at some times than others?  (100 points)

The assignment should be typed, double-spaced in no larger than 12-point type and be 3-5 pages long.  Short quotations from the message are okay, and references to other published work are not needed in this essay.
Advice on grade considerations. The most common major mistake made in such an assignment is to ignore the question.  If you either write about something else or if you write in some general way about the subject, you are not answering the question.  

Before you begin, think about your answer.   A good grade requires both clarity of thought and coherence of expression.  Proofread the essay several times before you submit it.  Correct errors of grammar and spelling.

A good essay should have a clear outline and structure.  Specifically, it requires: an introduction stating the thesis or argument of the essay; several points arguing for the position taken; and, a conclusion.  You should be able to tell yourself how well or how poorly you are doing on each of these components.
This assignment requires relatively little reading but a great deal of thinking.  It starts and ends with Jackson’s statement.  The arguments you want to make should provide the internal structure.  You probably want to present four or five related major considerations.  Don’t get sidetracked by tangents and the focus of the paper should be evident in each and every paragraph..
Factual accuracy is essential.   Major factual mistakes are grounds for failing the assignment.

Please remember the plagiarism sanction.  If you copy work from any source without citation, you not only fail the assignment but the course.  (This is a department rule on which the instructor has no discretion and is not subject to appeal.)

Submitting the work. The assignment is due Friday, March 20 at 1:30 pm.  I will be in the classroom at that time, collecting them.  It can be submitted earlier through the department mailbox or under the office door at 310C, but it’s your responsibility to make sure I get it.  
If you have not yet turned in a book review, YOU MUST DO SO NO LATER THAN THIS DUE DATE or you won’t get credit for it.  (That’s a second book review for grad students.)

