The Great Depression 
15HIST556, Sections 001. MWF 1-1:50. 354 McMicken. Prof. Mark Lause. 

Syllabus Addenda:.Essay Assignment #2. Steinbeck’s In Dubious Battle has been variously described as pro-Communist and anti-Communist.  Explain why either assertion can be made.  Give three or four for reasons for each, using examples from the book.  Close by explaining why Steinbeck would have seen this question as relatively unimportant. (100 points)

The assignment should be typed, double-spaced in no larger than 12-point type and be 3-5 pages long.  It should include at least five appropriately substantial references to material (not just quotes) from the book, footnoted in the proper style (where appropriate).
  References to other published work are not needed in this essay.
Advice on grade considerations. The required assignment is to write not a “theme” or “topic” but a proposition that needs to be argued.  The most common major mistake made in such an assignment is to ignore the question.  If you either write about something else or if you write in some general way about the subject, you are not answering the question.  

Before you begin, think about your answer.   A good grade requires both clarity of thought and coherence of expression.  Proofread the essay several times before you submit it.  Correct errors of grammar and spelling.

A good essay should have a clear outline and structure.  Specifically, it requires: an introduction stating the thesis or argument of the essay; several points arguing for the position taken; and, a conclusion.  You should be able to tell yourself how well or how poorly you are doing on each of these components.

There are several points you can select to discuss, some better than others.  There are also also several ways to argue the importance of what you are selecting.  Basically, explain why you have made each of your choices.  Keep in mind, of course, that you are making an implicit argument that other approaches are not the most needed.  Your choice of the points arguing for your position and how well you present them are major parts of the grade.  

Factual accuracy is essential.   Major factual mistakes are grounds for failing the assignment.

Please remember the plagiarism sanction.  If you copy work from any source without citation, you not only fail the assignment but the course.  (This is a department rule on which the instructor has no discretion and is not subject to appeal.)

Submitting the work. The assignment is due May 8.  As stated in the syllabus, late work is not accepted; any exceptions made to this rule may be docked points.  
Also: Remember your liability for in-class quizes..
� Mary Beth Norton, In the Devil's Snare: The Salem Witchcraft Crisis of 1692 (New York: Vintage, 2002), page number.  The second reference to the book should be: Ibid, page numbers.  





