A Combined Wiccan & Native American Wedding


Sir Thomas Edward Punton
and

Lady Courtney Del Evans
Wish to welcome you to their handfasting, for which time holds no bounds.
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Prelude:
1. Music starts
2. Priest and Priestess Smudge each other.
3. Grounds cleared of negative energy. (Priestess sweeps away the negative energy with the besom and the priest smudges the area)
4. Smudgings are offered. Those going within the circle MUST be smudged before they enter as they approach the circle. Women by the Priest and men by the Priestess. All other guest will be smudged by the Priest. Smudging for guests is optional and at their own free will.
5. The circle is outlined, and the altar decorated, with flowers; but a gateway is left in the North-East of the circle, with flowers to hand for closing it.

6. Besom is kept ready beside the altar.

7. A cauldron, filled with flowers, is placed by the west candle-West representing water, the element of love.
8. The opening ritual is conducted normally, except that the bride and groom remain outside the gateway, which is not closed yet.
The circle is cast, guardians are called upon:
Facing North, the High Priestess kneels in front of the altar. She puts the bowl of water on the altar, places the point of her athame in it and says:

"I exorcise thee, O Creature of Water that thou cast out from thee all impurities and uncleanliness of the world of phantasm; in the names of The Grandfather and Grandmother Earth"

She then puts down her athame and holds up the bowl of water in both hands. Then she puts the bowl of salt on the altar, puts her athame in the salt and says:
"Blessings be upon this Creature of Salt; let all malignity and hindrance be cast forth hence, and let all good enter herein; wherefore so I bless thee, that thou mayest aid me, in the names of the Grandfather and Grandmother Earth."

She pours the salt into the bowl of water. The High Priestess then stands with the rest of the Coven outside the Circle and takes this opportunity to smudge the wedding party. The High Priestess then draws the Circle with the sword, leaving a gap in the Northeast section. While drawing the Circle, she should visualize the power flowing into the Circle from off the end of the sword. She draws the Circle East to North or deosil or clockwise direction. She says:

"I conjure thee, O Circle of Power, that thou be’est a meeting place of love and joy and truth; a shield against all wickedness and evil; a boundary between men and the realms of the Mighty Ones; a rampart and protection that shall preserve and contain the power that we shall raise within thee. Wherefore do I bless thee and consecrate thee, in the names of the Grandfather and Grandmother Earth."

The High Priestess lays down the sword and admits a male wedding party member with a kiss while spinning him deosil and whispers "Blessed Be". She then admits a woman the same way. Alternate male/female/male. Then the High Priestess finishes closing the Circle with the sword.

She then names three witches to help strengthen the Circle. 

The first witch carries the bowl of consecrated water from East to East going deosil, sprinkling the perimeter as she/he goes. They then sprinkle each member in turn. The bowl is replaced on the altar. 
The second witch takes the incense burner around the perimeter and the third takes one of the altar candles. While going around the perimeter, each person says: 
"Black spirits and white,
Red spirits and grey,
Hearken to the rune I say.
Four points of the Circle, weave thy spell,
East, South, West, North, your tale tell.
East is for break of day,
South is white for thy noontide hour,
In the West is twilight gray,
And North is black, for thy place of power.
Three times round the Circle's cast.
Great ones, spirits from thy past,
Witness it and guard it fast."

The others pick up their athames and face the East with the High Priestess in front, him on her right. The High Priestess says:

"Ye Lords, Guardians of the Watchtowers of the East, ye Lords of Air; I do summon, stir, and call you up to witness our rites and to guard the Circle."

As she speaks she draws the Invoking Pentagram of Earth in the air with her athame. The rest of the group copy her movements with their athames.
The High Priestess scatters sacred herbs to the wind and bids welcome in her native tongue for each of the Guardians, Sky, and Earth. 
The High Priestess turns and faces the South and repeats the summoning:

"Ye Lords, Guardians of the Watchtowers of the South, ye Lords of Fire; I do summon, stir and call you up, to witness our rites and to guard the Circle."

She does the same pentagram and then faces West and says:
"Ye Lords, Guardians of the Watchtowers of the West, ye Lords of Water, ye Lords of Death and Initiation; I do summon, stir, and call you up, to witness our rites and to guard the Circle."

She faces North with rest of the Coven and says:

"Ye Lords, Guardians of the Watchtowers of the North, ye Lords of Earth; thou gentle guardian of the Northern Portals; we do summon, stir and call you up, to witness our rites and to guard the Circle."

Grandfather scatters sacred herbs to the wind
and Grandmother Earth sprinkles sacred herbs on the ground 


Guide us in your wisdom, we bid you, be with us


And protect us from harm.
        Bless us with your presence. 

        Blessed Be

Everyone: Blessed Be
The Circle is completed and sealed. If anyone needs to leave, a gate must be made. Using the sword, draw out part of the Circle with a widdershins or counterclockwise stroke. Immediately reseal it and then repeat the opening and closing when the person returns.

Processional [Participants order]:
Tess stops Thomas at the edge of the circle and states: Forgive me brother, but it would be better to thrust yourself upon this sword than to enter into this marriage with any doubt or lack of love. How do you enter this circle? 

      Sir Thomas responds: With perfect love and perfect trust.
Brandie, Matron of Honor, and Scott, Best Man, walk down the aisle.
When the bride walks out, the closest people to her need to light their candles. In succession the next will light theirs. Going all the way down the aisle and encompassing the circle itself.

Courtney walks down the aisle, escorted by Alex Punton.
Tess stops Lady Courtney before entering the circle and states: Forgive me M’Lady, but it would be better to thrust yourself upon this sword than to enter into this circle to be married with any doubt or lack of love. How do you enter? 

Lady Courtney responds: With perfect love and perfect trust.
Soft music plays throughout the ceremony.
The Permissions:

PRIESTESS: Who speaks for Lady Courtney’s Family and friends?
Alex: I do, Alex of the Punton Clan.
PRIEST: Alex, do you give Lady Courtney, to Sir Thomas with her family’s blessing?
Alex: I do now give Lady Courtney, to Sir Thomas on behalf of our family and friends.
[Alex hands Courtney to Thomas and says Blessed Be while doing so]
Welcome:

Priestess now smudges both Sir Thomas and Lady Courtney before leading them into the circle.
High Priestess brings in Sir Thomas and Lady Courtney, each with a kiss, into the circle. The High Priestess then closes the gateway with flowers, and closes it ritually with the sword or athame.

The High Priestess stands with her back to the altar. Sir Thomas and Lady Courtney face the High Priestess in the center of the circle.

PRIESTESS: “Who comes to be joined together in the presence of the Goddess, the great Grandmother Earth?” “What is thy name, O man?”
Sir Thomas: “My name is Sir Thomas Edward Punton.” 

PRIESTESS: “Who comes to be joined together in the presence of the God, The Grandfather?” “What is thy name, O woman?”
Lady Courtney: “My name is Lady Courtney Del Evans.”
PRIESTESS: Sir Thomas Edward Punton and Lady Courtney Del Evans, we greet you with joy.”
PRIESTESS: We have come together here in celebration of the joining together of Lady Courtney Del Evans and Sir Thomas Edward Punton. 
Divine One, I ask thee to bless this couple, their love, and their marriage as long as they shall live in love together. 
May they each enjoy a healthy life filled with joy, love, stability and prosperity. 
Turns to the East: 

Blessed be by the element of air. 
May you be blessed with communication, intellectual growth, and wisdom.
Priestess:
Turns to the South: 

Blessed be by the element of fire. 
May you be blessed with harmony, vitality, creativity, and passion. 
Priestess:

Turns to the West: 

Blessed be by the element of water. 
May you be blessed with friendship, intuition, caring, understanding, and love. 
Priestess:

Turns to the North: 

Blessed be by the element of earth. 
May you be blessed with tenderness, happiness, compassion, and sensuality. 
There are many things to say about marriage. Much wisdom concerning the joining together of two souls has come our way through all paths of belief, and from many cultures. With each union, more knowledge is gained and more wisdom gathered. Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres. True love never fails. If we learn no more in life, let it be this.
Declaration of Intent:
Priestess:

In all the eons, the long slow climb of evolution has no greater culmination than the union of people in love.
From the time the first amoeba divided into two, there has been the possibility of companionship -- and the possibility of loneliness.
From the time Nature invented sexual reproduction, love has been a quickening. 
In humans as self-aware beings, sexuality provided a way that love can conjoin the bodies, hearts, minds, and souls of those who love. 

Humans have sadly turned away from Nature's harmony for most of our lives.
There is war, loneliness, and desolation, and the soul of Nature mourns. 
Priestess:
So when there are those of us who love enough to make a commitment such as this one tonight between Lady Courtney and Sir Thomas, the very stars rejoice at the rediscovery of love, joy, and bounty. Love has its seasons the same as does the Earth.
In the spring of love is the discovery of each other, the pulse of the senses, the getting to know the mind and heart of the other; a blooming like the buds and flowers of springtime. 
Priestess:

In the summer of love comes the strength, the commitment to each other, the most active part of life, perhaps including the giving of life back to itself through children; the sharing of joys and sorrows, the learning to be humans who are each complete and whole but who can merge each with the other, as the trees grow green and tall in the heat of the sun. 
Priestess:

In the fall of love is the contentment of love that knows the other completely. The heart smoothes love into a steady light, glorious as the autumn leaves. 
Priestess:

In the winter of love, there is parting, and sorrow. But love remains, as do the stark and bare tree trunks in the snow, ready for the renewal of love in the spring as life and love begin anew. 
Priestess: Now is the time of summer.
Thomas and Courtney have gathered before their family and friends to make a statement of their commitment to each other, to their love. 

Thomas and Courtney face each other and take each others right hand. 
Priestess:
Always be mindful that as centuries have held true, death does not part, only lack of love. Do you now commit to each other to love, honor, respect each other, to communicate with each other, to look to your own emotional health so that you can relate in a healthy way, and provide a healthy home for your children; to be a support and comfort for your partner in times of sickness and health as only soul mates would, as long as love shall last?
Together they say: We do.
Introduction of Vows:

PRIESTESS, to Lady Courtney, who repeats back phrase by phrase: Then say after me: By seed and root by bud and stem, by leaf and flower and fruit, by life and love, in the names of Grandfather and Grandmother Earth, I, Courtney Del Evans, take thee, Thomas Edward Punton, to my hand, my heart and my spirit, at the setting of the sun and the rising of the stars. Nor shall death part us; for in the fullness of time we shall be born again at the same time and in the same place as each other and we shall meet, and know, and remember, and love again.
PRIESTESS: Lady Courtney, do you have any additional vows that you want to express?
Bride’s Vows:

I, Courtney, take you, Thomas, to be my lawful wedded husband, to be my friend and my lover, to spend the rest of my life with you and I promise before the god and goddess, grandfather and grandmother earth and all of our friends and family, to be the best person I can be so that our eternity together will be one of happiness and growth. 

I promise to do all in my power to keep our love as fresh and strong as it is today. 

I promise to be a true and loyal friend to you and I will try to be worthy of your love and trust.

I promise to be yours in times of plenty and in times of want, in times of sickness and in times of health, in times of joy and in times of sorrow, in times of failure and in times of triumph. I promise to cherish and respect you, to care and protect you, to comfort and encourage you, and stay with you, for all eternity. I will love you for today and for all of our tomorrows.  All of this I do promise you with all the love that is in my heart and soul. From this day forward, I choose to walk beside you. In this life I found you! However many more lives we live I will find you and rededicate myself to you again and again. In this life, that time is here and now. I say to you, I am yours.  

PRIESTESS, to Sir Thomas, who repeats back phrase by phrase: Say after me Sir Thomas: By seed and root by bud and stem, by leaf and flower and fruit, by life and love, in the names of Grandfather and Grandmother Earth, I, Thomas Edward Punton, take thee, Courtney Del Evans, to my hand, my heart and my spirit, at the setting of the sun and the rising of the stars. Nor shall death part us; for in the fullness of time we shall be born again at the same time and in the same place as each other and we shall meet, and know, and remember, and love again.
PRIESTESS: Sir Thomas, do you have any additional vows that you want to express?
Groom’s Vows:  
I, Thomas, take you, Courtney, to be my lawful wedded wife, to be my friend and my lover, to spend the rest of my life with you and I promise before the god and goddess, grandfather and grandmother earth and all of our friends and family, to be the best person I can be so that our eternity together will be one of happiness and growth. 

I promise to do all in my power to keep our love as fresh and strong as it is today. 

I promise to be a true and loyal friend to you and I will try to be worthy of your love and trust.

I promise to be yours in times of plenty and in times of want, in times of sickness and in times of health, in times of joy and in times of sorrow, in times of failure and in times of triumph. I promise to cherish and respect you, to care and protect you, to comfort and encourage you, and stay with you, for all eternity. I will love you for today and for all of our tomorrows.  All of this I do promise you with all the love that is in my heart and soul. From this day forward, I choose to walk beside you. In this life I found you! However many more lives we live I will find you and rededicate myself to you again and again. In this life, that time is here and now. I say to you, I am yours.  

Hand Fasting, Tying of the knot:

PRIESTESS: Lady Courtney and Sir Thomas have lived with each other longer than the traditional hand fasting requires which is a year and a day. In doing so they have seen that they are more than lovers, more than friends. This is more than a completion of the age old tradition of hand fasting. This is the life long realization of soul mates. 

Lady Courtney, Sir Thomas, will you both cross your wrists together. 
[The Priestess then takes the blood red cord from the altar and wraps it once crossways around their wrists.]
Priestess:
As this knot is tied, so are your lives now bound. Woven into this blood red cord, imbued into its very fibers, are all the hopes of your friends and family, and of yourselves, for your new life together. With the fashioning of this knot do I tie all the desires, dreams, love, and happiness wished here in this place to your lives. In the joining of hands and the fashion of a knot, so are your lives now bound, one to another. May this cord draw your hands together in love, never to be used in anger. May the vows you have spoken never grow bitter in your mouths.  [Priestess then wraps once crossways]
Priestess:
As any child discovers when they are learning to tie their own shoes, the first move is to cross the ends. In Norse mythology the cross creates the Rune Gebo (X), which is the Rune of partnership and union. As your hands are bound by this cord, so is your partnership held by the symbol of this knot. [Priestess then finishes tying the knot]
Priestess:

May it be granted that what is done before the gods, goddess, grandfather, or grandmother be not undone by man with the knowledge that the two are now entwined in love, bound by commitment and fear, sadness and joy, by hardship and victory, anger and reconciliation, all of which brings strength to this union. Hold tight to one another through both good times and bad, and watch as your strength grows.
Sharing of the Cup:
PRIESTESS: Take up now your vessels, which represent your own persons. The water within them is as your own lives, similar yet separate. In the mixing of these fluids in the singular vessel of your union are your lives thus blended. [Thomas and Courtney pour their cups into the cauldron] 
Priestess:

See how the two, once separate, are a complete whole. So now are your lives: water to water, and soul to soul. Love binds and blends us all.
The Lighting of the Unity Cauldron:
Priestess:
Take up and light the candles before you, representing your individual lives. Examine the flame, how it can warm, how it can energize, and how it can harm; fire is both creation and destruction. By the bringing and sharing of light, display your intent; let the two fires of your spirits and love for one another merge as one. 
Priestess:

As you light the vessel of your union, bring into it the fire of your love, the warmth of your compassion, and the spark of creativity. Display your intent; let the two fires of your spirits and love for one another merge as one. Together light the cauldron but extinguish not the first two. For in marriage you do not lose yourself you add something new a relationship. [Sir Thomas and Lady Courtney light the cauldron]
Affirmation by Guests:
PRIESTESS: As these two people are so joined, so are their families and friends united through them. It has been their decision to bind themselves by marriage, and their lives will be blessed and enriched by the support you give. You are the friends and relatives of this couple, and thus you are an important part of their lives. Their interactions with you are colored by your actions and words. You have a responsibility to one another and to this couple to be supportive, understanding, and honest, and on this day of their marriage I hereby charge you to temper all of your dealings with love. Will you encourage and bless Sir Thomas and Lady Courtney in their union? Will you celebrate their marriage, standing beside them in rough times, yet not standing between them? 

GUEST RESPONSE: I will.
PRIESTESS: So Mote It Be
Exchange of Rings:
PRIESTESS: Scott, will you hand me the rings please. 
PRIESTESS: Let us bless the rings. Circles represent eternity, and though our lives are finite, love is everlasting, the creative force that binds us together, the force that gives new life. The blessings of the wind upon these rings and your love, that you share communication and creativity. 

PRIESTESS: The blessings of fire upon these rings and your love, that you share passion and the spirit.
PRIESTESS: The blessings of water upon these rings and your love, that you share love and compassion.
PRIESTESS: The blessings of the earth upon these rings and your love, that you share health and sexuality. We humans are born of stardust and deepest oceans, of erupting volcanoes and the bones of the earth. In celebrating love you celebrate a heritage of all these things, and of the love of all humans from the dawn of time. In making a commitment to loving each other, you share that which is best in us and give a moment of light to the world. By the light of Nissa, Grandmother Moon, I charge these rings with the power of trust, patience and understanding.
PRIESTESS: By the light of Nissa, Grandmother Moon, I charge these rings with the power of communication and love eternal.
PRIESTESS: Lady Courtney, place the ring on Sir Thomas’s finger and repeat after me:

With this ring I thee wed. I give to you this ring, my love. May it always be a symbol of the bond between us, the love we have for one another, and of the promises I have spoken to you on this day.
Sir Thomas: Lady Courtney, I shall wear this ring as a symbol of our love, being always mindful of the vows we have spoken on this day. 
Priestess: Sir Thomas, place the ring on Lady Courtney’s hand and repeat after me: 

With this ring I thee wed. I give to you this ring, my love. May it always be a symbol of the bond between us, the love we have for one another, and of the promises I have spoken to you on this day.

Lady Courtney: Sir Thomas, I shall always wear this ring as a symbol of our love, being always mindful of the vows we have spoken on this day on so many others, and in our hearts. 
Priestess:

Onto each other’s hand you have now placed a ring, the circlet symbolizing the wheel of life that turns ever onward. There is a lesson in both the hand and the wedding ring. The ring is worn on the fourth finger; in numerology, the number four stands for steadiness and endurance. The circle itself is all encompassing and inclusive. Your hand opens to receive and to give, clenches in frustration and anger, holds and soothes in times of sadness, and clutches in fear. With this hand are cities and sand castles made, music played and poetry written; into these hands is life given, and from these hands is it taken.
Priestess:

All the actions of your hand move in sympathetic rhythm with the wheel of life and with your destiny. Pleasure, pain, creation, destruction, giving and receiving are all within the power of your hand. As the ring symbolizes the cycle, so does the hand symbolize the power of actualization and creation. Let this ring remind you of the many turns of the Wheel through which you and your love shall pass, and may everything that is touched by your hand be touched also by love. 
Priestess:

So Mote It Be.
Blessing:
Priestess:
May the Winds of communication blow ever between you; may the Fires of love sustain you; may the Waters of life heal and soothe you; and may the strength of the Earth bind and steady you throughout your time together.

As the Fire of love burns within you, may you always find a spark even in your anger. For without Love, we are but weak shadows upon the stones.

As the Waters of life flow within your bodies, may your personal tides move in unison, and your emotions flow. For Water contains life, sustains life, and without it we are but dry husks.

As the Earth grounds and steadies you, may you always remain strong for one another. For strength adds to strength and builds upon itself.

Before the gods, in your sight have these people promised themselves to one another, made vows before you and these people. Bless them in their new life together.

Presentation of the Couple:
Priestess:

You have witnessed the promises made by Sir Thomas and Lady Courtney one to another and the exchange of the symbols of their union. They are now connected to experience together whatever life may bring them.
Priestess:

Sir Thomas and Lady Courtney, you have made your vows, one to the other, before God, Goddess, Grandfather and Grandmother Earth and this company, and exchanged tokens of your love. By the power of your love, and the power invested to me by the State of North Dakota, I do pronounce you Husband and Wife.
Priestess:

By the power of your love, and the power invested to me by the state of North Dakota, I do pronounce you Husband and Wife.

May you each and together be blessed with health, happiness, harmony, and love. 
So mote it be!
Priestess:

Family, friends and honored guests, we are honored to present to you, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Edward Punton
Kissing of the Bride: If directions are required for this we need serious help….but please do announce; “You may now kiss your bride”.
As the bride and groom are kissing or directly after the priestess wraps the blanket over their shoulders.

Wrapping of the Blanket: Native American tradition in which the groom wraps his wife into his blanket with him signifying that he will provide her with warmth and safety. He will hunt if necessary to provide food, clothing and lodging for their family and provide protection from all harm. 
Jumping the Besom:
Besom is placed at the feet of the bride and groom by the priestess:

PRIESTESS: Jumping the Besom is a very old tradition that recognizes a transition in your lives. As you jump you leave your old lives behind and begin a new life, together. Tradition says the higher you jump, the more prosperous your lives together will be. Now Jump I say you! [Jump the besom together]
Closing the circle:

The High Priestess goes to each of the four directions in turn and draws a Banishing Pentacle, saying:

Ye Lords, Guardians of the Watchtowers of the North 
ye Lords of Earth
we thank you
For joining in our circle
And we ask for your blessing
Go if you must, stay if you will
May there be peace between us
Now and forever. Blessed be.

Ye Lords, Guardians of the Watchtowers of the West
ye Lords of Water

we thank you
For joining in our circle
And we ask for your blessing
Go if you must, stay if you will
May there be peace between us
Now and forever. Blessed be.
Ye Lords, Guardians of the Watchtowers of the South
ye Lords of Fire
we thank you
For joining in our circle
And we ask for your blessing
Go if you must, stay if you will
May there be peace between us
Now and forever. Blessed be.
Ye Lords, Guardians of the Watchtowers of the East
ye Lords of Air
we thank you
For joining in our circle
And we ask for your blessing
Go if you must, stay if you will
May there be peace between us
Now and forever. Blessed be.
God and Goddess, Grandfather and Grandmother Earth

Blessed ones charged with all of creation,

we thank you
For joining in our circle
And we ask for your blessing
Go if you must, stay if you will
May there be peace between us
Now and forever. Blessed be.
After completing bidding farewell to all of the Guardians and ancients

the Priestess raises her athame to the sky 

and scatters some sacred herbs to the wind 

then kneels, touches her athame to the earth 

and places some sacred herbs, 

then stands, opens her arms and says:

The circle is open, but never broken,
May the peace and love of the God and Goddess

Grandfather and Grandmother Earth
Go in your hearts,

To each and all living or departed
Native American wedding prayer: 

Priestess:
 Now you will feel no rain, For each of you will be shelter to the other.

Now you will feel no cold, For each of you will be warmth to the other.

Now there is no more loneliness, For each of you will be companion to the other.

Now you are two bodies, But there is only one life before you.

Go now to your dwelling place, To enter your days of togetherness.

And may your days be good and long upon the earth.


Priestess: 
Merry meet, and merry part.
And merry meet again. Blessed be.

Recessional/Reception:

[Music starts]

Bride and Groom Exit, guest shower Bride and Groom with bird seed as they exit.
Maid of Honor [Brandie] & Best Man [Scott] exit.
All in the handfasting  party form into a reception line to thank the guests.
Wedding guests exit.
From here everyone shall travel to City Lights Restaurant for the reception.
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