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BLACK SCREEN. START OF OPENI NG CREDI TS

SOUND: a crowd at a high school baseball gane. A few cheers
and jeers towards the young man at bat.

EXT. A BASEBALL GAME — DAY

JONATHAN swi ngs and stri kes.

The audi ence shouts out its di sapproval.

CUT TO

BLACK. CREDI TS CONTI NUE.
SOUND: an office door opening.

McFARLAND (V. Q)
Cone in, M. Duncan.

ROBERT (V. Q)
You can call me Robert.

McFARLAND (V. Q)
Ah, vyes.

SOUND: an office door sw nging shut.

I NT. THE H GH SCHOCOL PRI NCI PLE' S OFFI CE — DAY

Mc FARLAND
Have a seat... Robert.
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McFARLAND sits behind the desk, and ROBERT DUNCAN sits in
one of the chairs.

Mc FARLAND
Thank you for seeing ne on such
short noti ce.

ROBERT
Ch, no problem

Mc FARLAND
Wel |, Robert, | have your son’s
transcripts fromthe | ast year and
a half. I"’msorry to informyou,

but it’s not good news.

CUT TO

BLACK. CONTI NUE CREDI TS.

SOUND: the crowd still a m xture of scorn and support. A
girl (probably Kendra) yells, “You can do it, Johnny!”
EXT. BASEBALL GAME — DAY

Jonat han swi ngs and stri kes.

CUT TO

BLACK. CONTI NUE CREDI TS.
A nmonment of awkward silence, clearing of throats, etc.
ROBERT (V. Q)
Well...howbad is it?
I NT. THE H GH SCHOOL PRI NCI PLE' S OFFI CE — DAY
McFar | and | ooks over Jonathan’ s papers.
Mc FARLAND
At | east one “C’ in every senester.

Only four “A’’s. Hi's test scores
have dropped by five percent in the
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McFARLAND (cont’ d)
| ast nonth. He’s not involved in
any extra-curricular activities
except the baseball team and his
performance there is, well, sub-
st andar d.

Robert is distraught.

ROBERT
(to hinself)
Goddam.

CUT TO

BLACK. FI NI SH CREDI TS.

SOUND: the crowd is nostly booi ng Jonat han now, shouti ng
“Strike himout!” and so forth.

EXT. BASEBALL GAME — DAY

Jonat han stands at hone plate, |ooking very nervous and
apprehensi ve, afraid of striking out.

The PITCHER throws the ball. Jonathan swi ngs and strikes.

UVPI RE
Y errr out!

Jonat han drops the bat, and wal ks, sullenly, towards the
dugout. His classmates are still calling himnanes, throw ng
clots of dirt at him etc.

He takes a seat on the bench, and | ooks over to the

bl eachers, where his girlfriend KENDRA is seated. She gives
hima synpathetic | ook and blows hima kiss, which nakes him
feel better.

M KE ENZ, Jonathan’'s best friend, sits next to himon the
bench. He pats Jonat han on the shoul der.

M KE
It’s okay, man. Next time, you’'l
hit it out of the park.
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JONATHAN
(al nost believing)
That’s right.

| NT. MFARLAND S OFFI CE — DAY
Robert and MFarl and consort.

Mc FARLAND
Look, |I’m sure you know t he score.
The cl ass roons are over-crowded.
We can’t keep kids who won’t pul
their weight.

ROBERT
| know, | know.

Mc FARLAND
" m sorry.

ROBERT
Well, Linda was right. | guess we
can kiss his college plans goodbye.

Mc FARLAND
Tell me, Robert...If you don’t mnd
me aski ng...How nuch do you meke in
one year?

ROBERT
Ch, about fifty thousand.

Mc FARLAND
Unh huh...And twenty thousand goes
to taxes.

ROBERT
Yeah, of course.

Mc FARLAND
Look, 1’ve seen a lot of parents in
your situation. | know how you
feel. Like a failure. Wll,
sonetinmes we fail, no matter how

hard we try. It doesn’'t make us bad
parents. Fortunately, failures can
be recovered from It is possible
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McFARLAND (cont’ d)
to recoup your |osses and start
over. It’s sonething you shoul d
consi der.

Robert stands to shake MFarl and’ s hand.
ROBERT
Don’t worry, M. MFarland. W
al ready have.

EXT. BASEBALL GAME — DAY

Jonat han and M ke sit next to each other, talking.

M KE
You going for ice creamafter the
gane?

JONATHAN

Yeah, but then | gotta get home. My
nmom s cooki ng sonme speci al birthday
di nner for ne.

M KE
Oh shit, | forgot!

JONATHAN
And you call yourself ny best
friend.

M KE

Sorry, man. But happy birthday!
JONATHAN
Thanks.
| NT. THE DUNCAN HOVE/ KI TCHEN — DAY

JENNA DUNCAN opens the refrigerator, scanning its contents
for a snack. It holds no offerings. She shuts it.

The wall cl ock reads 6:30.

Jenna speaks to the enpty kitchen.
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JENNA
Were is everybody?

SOUND: a car pulling into the driveway.

Jenna goes to the front door.

EXT. THE DUNCAN HOVE/ DRI VEVAY — DAY
LI NDA DUNCAN gets out of her car at the sane tinme Jenna

cones out of the house. They both grab bags of groceries
fromthe back of the car, and carry themi nside.

| NT. THE KI TCHEN — DAY
Li nda and Jenna put the bags on the counter.

L1 NDA
Nobody here?

Jenna shakes her head.

L1 NDA
| told your brother to cone
straight home after the gane.

JENNA
It shoul d have been over an hour
ago.
They start to put the groceries away.

In a nonent, Robert enters. He stands in the doorway, and
t he not her and daughter | ook at him expectantly.

LI NDA
wel | ?
ROBERT
It’s a go.
JENNA
Yes! | just wish we could get on

withit. I’mstarving.
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LI NDA
Your son’s not back yet.

ROBERT
He probably went out for ice cream

L1 NDA
| guess it doesn’'t matter. i nt
won’t get hone fromwork unti
ei ght o’ cl ock.

JENNA
| can’t wait that |ong!

LI NDA
Yes you can. Have a carrot.

Li nda hands her a carrot fromthe grocery sack. Jenna just
throws it back at her.

JENNA
| don’t want a carrot.

L1 NDA
Fine then. Stop your whining.

Jenna sits on a chair at the table to pout.
Just then, Jonathan enters.

JONATHAN
Hey everybody.

JENNA
Thank God!

JONATHAN
Whoa, wait a mnute. You re happy
to see ne, what’s wong?

L1 NDA
Not hi ng, dear.

ROBERT
Your sister is starving, what el se
IS new?
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JONATHAN
You waited for ne, huh?

L1 NDA
It is your birthday. And there are
guests com ng.

JONATHAN
Ch yeah? Who?

LI NDA
Kendra and her fol ks.

JONATHAN
She didn’t say anything. Mist have
wanted to surprise ne.

Jenna | aughs.
JONATHAN

Isn’t anybody going to ask ne how
t he gane went?

JENNA

You think we care?
ROBERT

Gve it a rest, Jenna.
JONATHAN

W won!
ROBERT

That’ s good, son. Did you hit any
home runs?

JONATHAN
Not today.

ROBERT
Well...Have you hit any at all this
season?

JONATHAN
Well, no, but...

Robert turns away in apparent disappointnent, which causes
Jonat han to stop talking.
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ROBERT
We're really not |osing anything,
are we?

Li nda shakes her head in agreenent.

JENNA
| could ve told you that!

JONATHAN
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

L1 NDA
(To Robert)
Honey, maybe you should restrain
hi m now. Before too much slips out.

ROBERT
What ever you say, dear.

JONATHAN
Restrain...? Wat...?

Robert pulls out a pair of hand cuffs fromhis coat pocket.
He grabs one of Jonathan’s arns and cuffs it.

JONATHAN
Hey!

Robert pulls Jonathan by the handcuffs to a narrow division
bet ween cupboards to which he fastens the other cuff.

JONATHAN
What is this? Wiat’s goi ng on?
JENNA
You' Il know soon enough, birthday
boy!
JONATHAN

Dad, uncuff ne, please.

ROBERT
No can do, son

JONATHAN
What ... Wiy? | don’t understand. ..
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The SM TH FAM LY arrives at the door.

CLI NT
Hey, nei ghbors!

ROBERT
Hey, there they are.

Robert opens the door, and CLINT, MARG E, and KENDRA cone

in.

MARG E

Hope we’'re not too |ate.
L1 NDA

No, you're just in tine.
JONATHAN

Just in time for what?
L1 NDA

Actually, we weren’t expecting you

until eight.
MARG E

Cint was able to | eave work a
little early after he told the boss
about our little soiree tonight.

L1 NDA
(To dint)

Oh, why didn’t you invite himto
join us?

CLI NT
Invite ny boss to dinner? | don’'t
t hi nk so.

ROBERT
Vell, it’s a good thing he was nice

enough to let you off. Jenna was
goi ng bonkers, thought we were
gonna |l et her starve to death.

JONATHAN
Um .. Excuse ne. | am handcuffed to
the fucking wall and you all are
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JONATHAN (cont’ d)
tal ki ng about di nner. Wat the fuck
is going on here?

L1 NDA
(To Jon)
Honey.

JONATHAN
Kendra...Wat the fuck is going on?

JENNA
Haven't you figured it out yet? You
are di nner, you inbecile.

JONATHAN
What ? You wanna run that by ne one
nore tinme?

LI NDA
(scol di ng)
Wiy did you tell himthat? He's
going to start scream ng now.

JENNA
So gag him
JONATHAN
Ch wait a mnute.
(Sm | es)

This is |ike some weird birthday
j oke, right?

Jonat han | aughs and breathes a sigh of relief, unafraid to
show how he fell for their little gag.

JONATHAN
Alright | get it. That was a good
one. Alittle sick and tw sted, but
good.

But when Jonat han scans the room he notices the faces are
all dead serious. So Jonathan gets serious.

JONATHAN
(bol d, conmandi ng)
Hey. Joke’s over. Let ne go. Now.
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Everyone is unfazed, |ooking at Jonathan as if he’'s lost his
m nd. The cruel silence is broken by Jenna.

JENNA
Hey nom

L1 NDA
Yes, sweet heart.

JENNA
(Taunting Jon)
What do you think is the best part?
Legs or arns?

L1 NDA
| don’t know, dear.

JENNA
Who’' s gonna eat his ass?

KENDRA
That’s all mne, girl.

JENNA
You can have it. Feet too. After
pl ayi ng basebal |l for hours. Oh
wait...
(Taunting Jon)
You didn’t do any running, did you?
| forgot.

Jonathan is nonmentarily shocked speechless by this
unbel i evabl e conversati on.

ROBERT
There’s too many bones in the foot
anyway. You' re not gonna get much
neat fromthat.

L1 NDA
Wel |, maybe for a stew.

ROBERT
Oh yeah, that’s right.

JONATHAN
This is not funny.
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Jonat han struggles to get | oose.

CLI NT
No one’s | aughi ng, buddy.

Cint starts to | augh.

CLI NT
vwell, okay, I am Sorry. It just
strikes nme as kind of hunorous
because |’ ve always thought you
were wong for ny little girl here,
but there was nothing I could do
about it. \Wen your folks told nme
they were doing this, | couldn’t
believe it. Al I could think was,
| guess God does answer prayers.

Mar gi e approaches Linda, who is cutting vegetabl es.

MARG E

You know, Linda, | was wondering...
L1 NDA

Yes?
MARG E

Vel |, you know ny nephew is

Jonat han’s age, and he’s grow ng so
fast and wearing out his clothes,
and | just bet sone of Jon's
clothes would fit himperfectly.

L1 NDA
Ch, of course. You can have them
all. W were going to give themto
the thrift store.

JONATHAN
You' re not touching ny goddamn
cl ot hes!

MARG E

(Shocked)

Ch, the | anguage!

Li nda sl aps Jonat han.
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Margie, over it, sits at the table and continues |ike there
had been no interruption.

MARG E
Thank you so much.

L1 NDA
Thi nk nothing of it.

MARG E
| know Steve will really appreciate
wearing sonmething in style for a
change. He’'s especially had his eye
on those canvas shoes of Jon’s.
bet he could even fit in his
basebal | uniform

Sonet hi ng snaps i n Jonat han.

JONATHAN
Hel p! Sonebody hel p ne!

ROBERT
Wy are you shouting, son? It’s not
| i ke everybody doesn’t already
know. Your nother’s been talking
about this for weeks.

L1 NDA
(Sm 1ing)
Yes, it is kind of the neighborhood
gossip, isnt it?

JONATHAN
What ?

JENNA
Why do you think everyone's been so
nice to you lately?

JONATHAN
They haven’t.

JENNA
Vel |, sone have. Getting A's on
papers you didn’t deserve, getting
to be captain all the tine in gym
cl ass.
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JONATHAN
That’s cos |'mthe best captain...

Jenna and Kendra | ook at each other and |augh at that.

MARG E
(To Linda)
Anyway, you're certainly due for a
tax break.
ROBERT

That’s sure the truth. In fact, we
were thinking for awhil e about
forfeiting Jenna too, but-

JENNA
Mbt her !

JONATHAN
Yeah, do that! Get rid of her and
| et me gol!

L1 NDA
(To Jenna)
He’ s ki ddi ng, sweetheart.

ROBERT
Seriously, we |ooked at the
fi nances and deci ded one was
enough. And there really wasn't
much of a question of which one it
woul d be.

MARG E
Boys are so nuch troubl e anyway.

L1 NDA
You know it, especially when they
start dati ng.

MARG E
Yeah, dint pretty nmuch deci ded
right fromthe start that he didn't
| i ke Jonathan. So this makes things
easier in that regard.

ROBERT
Yeah, our fam lies have gotten
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ROBERT (cont’ d)
along so well, it would be a shane
to have a new source of conflict.

CLI NT
Oh, | don't hold this dating thing
agai nst you. You know how kids are.
Al'l hornmones and such. You can’t
control how they act, who they
wanna fuck..

MARG E
Well, that’s true, honey, but watch
your | anguage.

JONATHAN
You stupi d not herfuckers! This joke
ends now Do you understand?!

Robert goes to the refrigerator for a beer. On his way back,
he passes too close to Jonathan, and Jonathan punches himin
t he face.

L1 NDA
Ch ny Cod.
(To Robert)
Are you alright?

Cint gives Jonathan a threatening | ook.

ROBERT
Yeah. He can throw a punch as good
as he can hit a baseball.

Cint pulls out another pair of handcuffs.

CLI NT
Vel l, we can keep that from
happeni ng agai n.
(To Margie)
| told you these m ght cone in
handy.

Cint hostilely cuffs Jonathan’s other hand to another beam
bet ween cupboards.

Li nda turns to Jonat han
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LI NDA
Look, I know you're upset. Try to
understand this. W all have to
make sacrifices. Do you think I
enjoyed giving up ny third child? |
carried that baby eight nonths
before they passed the two-child
limt. And when they pulled that
thing out of nme, | cried for days.

JONATHAN
Must have been a girl.

Li nda sl aps Jonat han agai n.

L1 NDA
You shut your nouth.
(Pause)
| said, “I don’t care about grow ng

popul ation in Africa, or even in
our big cities. That doesn’'t affect
nme.” But soneone in sone high place
i n Washi ngton decided that it did
affect nme, that it affects every-
one. | don't like it. |I don’'t agree
with it. But I don’t have a choice.

ROBERT
Well | ook, at |east they did put
some freedom of choice back in our
hands.

CLI NT
That’s right. Uncle Samtakes a | ot
| ess fromsingle-child famlies
than two-child famlies.

JONATHAN
Hey! | can nove out! | can |ive
wi th soneone el se!

CLI NT
That’ s a cop-out, son.

ROBERT
Look, the point is, we’'re doing
sonet hing for the environnent.
That’s the thing they reward us
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ROBERT (cont’ d)
for. You know why that guy...oh,
what’ s his nanme, Kevorkian Il won
t he Nobel prize? He realized that
the cow, deer, and chicken
popul ati ons were declining because,
for so many years, we negl ected our
nost prom nent food resource: nan.
And that discovery is what's going
to heal our world.

JONATHAN
|’ve heard this shit before, at
school, thousands of times. |'ve

had fri ends who were al nost
sacrificed. But they weren't
because their famlies | oved them

L1 NDA
But that’s what sacrifice neans,
gi ving up sonething you | ove. And
soneone’s got to nake that choice,
ot herwi se there woul d be no change.

ROBERT
| knowit’'s kind of a jolt to
realize that you yourself m ght be
the necessary sacrifice, but that’s
just the nature of life. You have
to just accept it. Does the cow
whi ch turns into your hanburger
think, “Ch CGCee, | wsh it was sone
ot her cow’? No.

JONATHAN
Ch God, stop this! Please! I’mtoo
young to die.

ROBERT
Hi story woul d di sagree with that
statenent. Did you ever hear of the
Donner Party? A group of pioneer
famlies in the md-1800's,
traveling by wagon train over the
Sierras in the dead of winter.
Vel l, they got snowed in. They ran
out of food. Sonme starved or froze
to death, and you know what

19
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ROBERT (cont’ d)
happened to them after they di ed?
The living used their bodies for
food. One of “emwas a 12-year-old
boy...l can’t recall his nane,
Mur phy | think. Died on Christnas
Day. H's teenage sister watched in
horror as they roasted his heart
over the fire.

JENNA

( Si ngi ng)
Brot her roasting on an open fire...

Jenna and Kendra start cackling.

JONATHAN
That’s a sweet story, Dad. Too bad
we’'re not starving to death.

ROBERT
Hey, I'’mjust trying to give you
sone perspective.

JONATHAN
(To Kenda)
So what do you think about al
thi s? Say sonet hi ng!

L1 NDA
Maybe we shoul d | eave them al one
for a mnute.

JENNA
Can we get on with dinner already?
You said we'd eat after they got
her e.

CLI NT
| don’'t see a need to prolong this.
My daughter’s just gonna start
bl ubbering to go wth his whining,
and pretty soon, she’'ll want to be
cooked up along with him

Kendra smles a sweet Daddy’ s-Little-Grl smle and takes
hi s hand, | ooking up at him
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KENDRA
That’s not true, Dad. You don’t
have to worry. Besides, Johnny
woul dn’t want ne to suffer with

hi m

JONATHAN
What nmekes you say that? Fuckin’
bitch.

Adint lets go of his daughter’s hand, and approaches
Jonat han nenaci ngly, but Robert stops him

ROBERT
(To dint)
Let it go.
CLI NT
(To Jon)
You watch your nmouth, you little
shit.
JONATHAN
Why? What are you gonna do, Kil
me?
ROBERT
Let’s all just clear the roomfor a
few m nutes.
(To dint)

Let your daughter say goodbye.
Adint calnms down.

CLI NT
Yeah, fine. \Watever you say.

L1 NDA
(To Margie)
Wul d you like to go to the corner
market with nme? | forgot to get

pop.

ROBERT
W' re short on beer, too.
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MARG E
| suppose. What’'s a barbecue
w t hout pop and beer?

JENNA
This is ridiculous. I'’mgonna start
eati ng.
Jenna starts to charge at Jonat han, but Robert hol ds her
back.
ROBERT
You will wait for everyone el se,
young | ady.
JENNA
| want —
L1 NDA

Just go to your room Jen. Now.
Jenna begrudgingly exits.

L1 NDA
W' Il be back shortly.

ROBERT
Al right.

Li nda and Margi e go out the door.

Robert and dint go to the other end of the roomto talk
privately, but Jon can still hear what they are saying, and
it terrifies him

ROBERT
You know, | was thinking it m ght
be easier to cut off sone portions
and cook them separately. O herw se
we'll just have little sections
chewed out all over, which would be
a pain to sal vage.

CLI NT
Wll, if you cut himinto six
pi eces...say, |linbs, head, torso,

etc., you could do part in the oven
and barbecue the rest.
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ROBERT
| know what Linda woul d say about
t hat .

ROBERT and CLI NT
(Toget her, m m cking)
“It’s too hot to bake in the oven.”

CLI NT
So you wanna just stick to
bar becue?

ROBERT
| think so. | better go find the
briquettes. You got the lighter
fluid at your house?

CLI NT
Yeah, 1'Il go fetch it.

Robert and dint exit.

During that whol e conversation, and continui ng now, Kendra
has tried to get romanti c and ki ss Jonat han, but Jonat han
has been dodgi ng her advances.

JONATHAN
Fuck off!

KENDRA
You know, we have tinme for one |ast
qui cki e before they get back

JONATHAN
Does this turn you on?

KENDRA
Actually...It does.

JONATHAN
VWhat ?

KENDRA

You know, | always used to | ove
novies |ike Jaws. You know when
t hey show sonme guy slowy getting
eaten by a shark. | used to wonder
what went through that person’s
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KENDRA (cont’ d)
m nd, every nonent while it was
happening to him What’s he
t hi nki ng when the shark grabs hold
of his feet and starts shredding
away? “l ran the bases with these
feet.” When the nonstrous jaws are
up to his knees. “No nore kneeling
down to pray.” Md-section...You
know what that neans. Then the
teeth crack his ribs. Ah...

As Kendra continues relaying this information to Jonat han,
she gets nore and nore sexually aroused.

KENDRA
When al nost all of the nman’s body
is enveloped in the giant fish,
what are his last horrific thoughts
and enotions?

JONATHAN
You are one sick bitch

KENDRA
Am | ? You don’t know peopl e think
t hese things? You can call it one

of ny denons if you wish, but it’s
just ne. Like there are things
i nside of you that you woul dn’t
admt to anyone.

(Pause)
Your |ife passes before your eyes.
And so does your death. You think
“Ch ny God, | ama human being with
a soul and a spirit, and it’s
getting snuffed out by this great
whi te beast that doesn’'t give a
dam!” Just think! Al your tastes
in novies and nusic, everything
you' ve ever |earned at school,
everything that is uniquely you and
defines who you are...It neans
nothing to that animal. You' re just
food, nourishnment. | nmagine the
humlity you nust feel, realizing
your body mnerals wll provide
this creature’s nutrition. Guess
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KENDRA (cont’ d)

you' Il mss that rerun of Friends
toni ght. Just one nore | ost
anbition along with all your other
hopes, dreans, and nenories, and
the m nd and body that house them
which will soon be reduced to food.
And then shit. As the pieces of
your body slowy crunble away, so
does your consci ousness.

(Al nost perky)
Just i magi ne!

Kendra suddenly bursts into a fit of |aughter.

KENDRA
| guess you don’t have to imagine
it, do you?

Jonathan is a little in shock from what Kendra has said, and
so his words have an i nordi nate cal mess.

JONATHAN
You said you | oved ne.

KENDRA

So? What’ s your point? Look, |ove
is good. Best thing in the world.
But it’s funny...One of the few
guar antees you ever have in this
life is that | ove, no matter how
great or wonderful it is, wll
al ways turn into nenories. It’s
just a question of when. Now, these
menories can be bitter or they can
be special. | would |ike ny
menories of you to be special.

(Pause)
" m here toni ght because of ny
feelings for you. | could have
stayed home. But | want to be a
part of this. I want you to be
i nsi de ne.

JONATHAN
| ve been inside you.
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KENDRA
Not |ike this.

Kendra takes Jonat han’'s hand.

KENDRA
Your blood will mx with mne. Your
organic matter will mesh with ny
own, and in a sense, you' |l stay
wth ne.

Jonat han takes his hand away from her.
JONATHAN
| don’t want to stay with you!

Don’t you fuckin touch ne. GCet
t hee behind ne, Satan!

Kendra i s shocked by Jonathan’s harsh words.

KENDRA
Fine. You wanna hurt ne, go ahead.

Kendra, on inpul se, slaps Jonathan.
M ke Enz has arrived just in tine to witness the sl ap.

M KE
(Thru the screen)
Hope |’ m not interrupting anything.

JONATHAN
Oh t hank God!

But Kendra is clearly very happy to see him tipping
Jonat han off to trouble.

KENDRA
M ke! Cone on in.

M ke enters. He heads straight for Kendra, and they enbrace,
ki ssi ng passionately, while Jonathan stares in shock.

M KE
| see I'mnot too late. | probably
woul dn’t have showed up at all if

Jon hadn’t rem nded ne what day it
was.
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JONATHAN
You backst abbi ng son of a bitch.

M KE
What ? What was that? What are you
noani ng about? M. Average.
Everything you do is either |aughed
at or ignored. Now, you're finally
the center of attention, and al
you can do is whine. Jesus! Be a
man, for once.

Jonat han realizes he has an opportunity and kicks M ke hard
in the groin. M ke doubles over in pain.

M KE
(G oani ng)
Ch fuck! Goddammit!

KENDRA
You little...

Kendra makes |i ke she’s about to slap Jonathan again, but
M ke stops her.

M KE
No. Let ne.

M ke punches Jonathan in the gut, taking his wnd out. He
then turns and |inps away, still in agony.

Kendra cones up to M ke and puts her arns around him
KENDRA
(Synpat heti ¢)
Oh. | can nake it better, baby.

Kendra slides her hand fromhis check to his groin area.
M ke makes a nonverbal gesture that they should go upstairs.

M ke and Kendra head upstairs in each other’s arns.

Jonat han has been rendered speechless, and a single tear
escapes one of his eyes.
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EXT. A SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

Li nda and Margie wal k al ong the sidewal k, both carrying a
smal | bag of groceries.

MARG E
| worry about Kendra sonetines. You
know, she puts on a brave show, but
| have to wonder if this isn't
really getting to her. | know dint
wants her to participate so that
she knows once and for all that
it’s over with Jonathan. |’ mjust
worried about the long term
effects.

L1 NDA
Vell...Kendra s a tough girl.
Resilient. Like Jenna. | know
she’ || be alright.

Li nda puts her free hand on Margi e’ s shoul der, a reassuring
gesture.

| NT. THE KI TCHEN — DAY
Jonat han is now alone in the kitchen.
SOUND: sexual ecstasy from one of the bedroons upstairs.

Jonathan attenpts to tune it out. He | ooks out the kitchen
w ndow at the sky and setting sun

JONATHAN
Dear CGod...You renmenber ne, don’'t
you? Several years ago, | prayed
that you would let nme be inlittle
| eague. And you did it! I was so
happy. Did I ever thank you for
that? Probably not. | guess it’s a
little late now. | don’t know what
to do, God. | nean, I'mreally
pi ssed, but you probably don’t
listen to people when they're
pi ssed, right? You see inside ny
heart, and you know how nuch |
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JONATHAN (cont’ d)
hate you if you let themdo this to
me. So with those inpure thoughts,
how can you hear ny prayers?

Jonat han starts crying.

JONATHAN
Oh dear God, please let ne livel
Pl ease! Make this all a nightmarel
Make them change their mnds. O
give ne a way to escape. O Kkil
them kill themall! Ch please Cod,
"Il do anything! Ch help nme, God,

hel p ne.
Jonathan cries for a few nore nonents, then gets it under
control
JONATHAN
(To God)

| believe in you. Amen.

McFar|l and appears outside the front door, and knocks as he
speaks.

Mc FARLAND
Knock knock.

McFarl and does not wait for an answer; he steps inside,
carrying a video canera.

Mc FARLAND
Anybody honme?

Jonat han hears, but draws no attention to hinmself. This is
not a new source of hope.

McFarl and appears in the kitchen and seens happy to see
Jonat han.

Mc FARLAND
So...You're still alive and kickin’,
| see.

JONATHAN
What are you doing here?
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Mc FARLAND
Oh, this is just for the |egal
docunent ati on. Your parents need
a record of the proceedings in
order to get their noney.

JONATHAN
How much noney am | worth?

Mc FARLAND
Jonat han, it’s not about the noney.
It’s about patriotismand the new
wor |l d consci ousness. This is so much
bi gger than you and ne. It’'s a
revolution in conservation. \Wat an
inspiring lesson to our students once
t hey see the docunentary and di scover
how everyt hing has a purpose. Every
part is used, just |ike whenever the
Native Americans woul d made a kil l
They don’t waste a thing. Your hair
will be used to nmake warm earth-
friendly Afghans. Your teeth and finger-
nails and toenails, along with all your
bones will be ground up and used as a
food additive in the school cafeteria.

Linda and Margie enter wwth a bag of groceries. They put the
groceries on the counter.

L1 NDA
Ch M. MFarland, welcone. |I’msorry
we had to run to the store. | hope
Jon kept you conpany while you were
wai ti ng.
Mc FARLAND
On | was doing nost of the talking,
really. I was trying to explain to
himthe significance of this event.
L1 NDA
Oh. You' re wasting your breath, |I'm

afraid. Thanks you so nuch for doing
this. W got a video canera two years
ago for Christmas but Robert stil
hasn't figured out how to use the dam
t hi ng.
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Robert enters with dint.

ROBERT
What’ s that, dear? Are you talking
about ne again?

Mar gi e | aughs.
ROBERT

Honey, | don’t know what the hel
happened to the briquettes and the

lighter fluid. |I don’t suppose you
| adi es want to go back to the
store.

L1 NDA
Not really. 1’ve already been there
twce. It’s getting late. | don’'t
know about you, but my stomach is
grow i ng.

MARG E
Yes, |’ve got to get sone food in
ny stomach shortly.

ROBERT
Well, you know it’s going to take

hours to cook.

JONATHAN
[t? |'"man it now?

CLI NT
Vell, here’'s an idea. Wiy cook it
at all? Wre all hungry. Let’s
just eat.

MARG E
Honey, don’t you think we' Il get
sick if we don't cook it?

ROBERT
| don’t know why. WId aninals eat
raw prey all the tine and don’t get
si ck.

LI NDA
Don’t you ever eat sushi?
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MARG E
Well, | guess there’'s a first tinme
for everything.
L1 NDA
G eat. Let’s eat.
(Cal l'ing)
Jenna! Tinme for dinner!
MARG E
Where' s Kendra?
CLI NT
| think she’s upstairs.
(Cal l'ing)
Kendra! Are you with M ke? Cone on
down.
JONATHAN

On God, no! Please don't do this!
Jenna storns in, followed soon after, by Kendra and M ke.

McFARLAND turns on the canera.

JENNA
It's about tine.
LI NDA
Well, hold on a mnute. W stil

have to say grace.

They all, with the exception of MFarland, join hands in a
circle, bowi ng their heads.

L1 NDA
Dear Lord, we thank you for this
opportunity to be together, anong
friends, this evening. Thank you
for providing for us. W ask that
you bless this food to the use of
our bodies and souls in your
service. In Jesus’ name we pray,
Anen.

They di sband.
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ROBERT
Ckay girls, step back for a mnute.
We have to uncuff himso we can get
hi m positioned on the table. M ke,
we’ re gonna need your hel p.

M KE
You got it.

Cint and M ke grab hold of Jonathan to pin himdown, while
Robert carefully unlocks the handcuffs.

Jonat han slips out of the nen's grip and bolts toward the
door.

Jenna trips him and he falls on the fl oor.

McFarland is all around the room catching everything on
t ape.

ROBERT
Cone on!

Robert, dint, and Mke grab himand lift himup, and | ay
hi m down on the dining roomtable. Jonathan starts to
scream Jenna, Kendra, Linda, and Margie assist in pinning
hi m down, while dint takes four short |engths of wire and
ties his wists and ankles to the four |legs of the table.
Through all this, the |loud, blood-curdling shrillness of
Jon’ s scream ng.

Robert takes a knife fromone of the drawers and cuts off
Jonathan’s shirt. Kendra slides it out from under himand
throws it on the floor. This is repeated with Jon’s pants.

Jenna takes a piece of fabric fromJonathan’s shirt and gags
Jonathan with it.

Jonat han, once gagged, quiets his screans and stops jerking
his body in the futile struggle to free hinself. He |ays,
shaking, in a cold sweat, eyes wide in terror.

Shadows start to cover his body as they lean in, to bite
into him A CLOSE UP of his face.
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DREAM SEQUENCE

A series of quick flashes of daydreans are juxtaposed with
the reality going on in the kitchen.

VWhite light. The followi ng inmages are brightly lit to revea
a dream sequence.

EXT. A BASEBALL GAME - DAY

DREAM Jonat han swings the bat, and hits the ball. He starts
runni ng, as the crowd cheers.

| NT. A BEDROOM — DAY

DREAM Jonat han and Kendra are in his bedroom Kendra, who

| ooks di fferent sonehow, pulls himclose to her and | ovingly
ki sses him

| NT. THE KI TCHEN — DAY

SOUND: | oud munchi ng, crunching, slurping, eating sounds.

Cl ose-up on JONATHAN s face, his eyes are in a daze. Stray
drops of blood fall on his chin.

EXT. THE BASEBALL GAME - DAY

DREAM Jonat han runs fromfirst to second base.

| NT. THE BEDROOM — DAY

DREAM Kendra takes off Jonathan's shirt, and leads himto
t he bed.

I NT. THE KI TCHEN — DAY

Jonathan’s dreamis interrupted by MFarland, comng in for
a close-up of his face. Blood is comng out fromhis nouth.
The dazed | ook is replaced by one of extrenme agony. He

cl oses his eyes, trying to escape.
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EXT. THE BASEBALL GAME — DAY

DREAM Jonat han runs from second to third base.

| NT. THE BEDROOM — DAY

DREAM Jonat han and Kendra, under the covers, Kkissing
wildly.

I NT. THE KI TCHEN — NI GHT

A shot of the backs and asses of the crowd, still gathered
around the table, eating.

The crowd bl ocks any view of Jonathan, except for one of his
| egs, his ankle still tied to the table |eg. Blood seeps
down his leg. H's foot twtches slightly, an involuntary
spasm indicating he’s not quite dead yet. The bl ood drips
fromhis foot to the floor, where a puddl e has forned, about
five inches away from Jonat han’s abandoned basebal | gl ove.

EXT. THE BASEBALL GAME — DAY
DREAM Jonat han slides into hone, and everyone stands
cheering. Jonathan rolls over on his back and starts to

smle. It isonly a half-smle, as if this dream Jonat han
knows that it’'s only an illusion.

FADE QUT.

CREDI TS.



