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“The Hardy Boys and the Mystery of Where Babies Come From”

Structural Analysis

French Scene 1

Characters: Frank, Joe

Location: The Hardy Boys’ Bedroom

Archetype: The Debate Scene

Function: to set up motivations

Dramatic Activity

· Joe greets Frank

· Frank Greets Joe
· Joe compliments Frank’s sweater
· Frank compliments Joe’s sweater
· Joes suggests a game
· Frank declines
· Frank suggests another game
· Frank declines
· Joe suggests another game
· Frank suggests “sleuthing”
· Joe expresses his excitement
· Frank concurs
· Joe inquires of Frank
· Frank answers
· Frank suggests that they change sweaters
· Joe compliments Frank’s sweater
· Frank returns the compliment
· Joe questions Frank
· Frank mentions Nancy Drew’s predicament
· Joe is confused
· Frank is suspicious
· Joe expresses excitement
· Frank concurs
· Frank attempts to think
· Frank gives up
· Joe “interrogates” Frank
· Frank’s memory fails him
· Joe announces the investigation over
· Frank remembers
· Joe exclaims
· Joe comments on the ominous music
· Joe complains about Mrs. Danvers
· Frank commiserates with Joe
· The boys discuss Mrs. Danver’s behavior
· They conclude that women are terrifying
· Joe suggests interviewing Nurse Ratched
· Frank Hesitates
· Joe suggests “sleuthing”
· Joe becomes excited
· Frank concurs
· Frank suggests changing sweaters
· Joe agrees
Outside Action

· The boys change sweaters during a fade

· Nancy Drew is pregnant/”has a bun in the oven”

· Mrs. Danvers is not fond of the boys

French Scene 2

Characters: Joe, Frank, Nurse Ratched

Location: The School Nurse’s Office

Archetype: The Interrogation Scene

Function: To provide a contrast between values

Dramatic Activity

· Frank greets Nurse Ratched

· Nurse Ratched returns the greeting

· Nurse Ratched comments on the boy’s sweaters

· Nurse Ratched inquires of the boys

· Joe begins to reply

· Frank interrupts him

· Frank invents an ailment

· Nurse Ratched inquires of the boys

· Joes replies

· Nurse agrees

· Nurse comments on the boy’s appearance

· Frank alludes to the “buns in the oven”

· Nurse makes a subtly crude joke

· Nurse laughs hysterically

· Joe does not understand

· Nurse inquires as to who is who

· Frank identifies himself

· Joe identifies himself

· Nurse makes another joke

· Nurse makes more innuendos

· Joes is confused about his own name

· Frank calls Joe a name

· Nurse orders the boys to take off their clothes

Outside Action

· Nurse Ratched has gotten in trouble in the past for liking young boys

French Scene 3

Characters: Joe, Frank, 

Location: The School Nurse’s Office

Archetype: The Debate Scene

Function: To act as a bridge

Dramatic Activity

· Frank is confused

· Joe is also confused

· Frank returns to the mystery

· Joe and Frank review the facts of the case

· Frank worries about Nancy

· Joe wonders about Nurse Ratched’s impending return

Outside Action

· Nurse Ratched “Examined” the boys for four hours

French Scene 4

Characters: Joe, Frank, Mr. Hardy

Location: The School Nurse’s Office

Archetype: The Message Scene

Function: To serve plot

Dramatic Activity

· Mr. Hardy inquires to the boys presence in the Nurse’s office

· Frank answers

· Joe gets excited

· Mr. Hardy comments on the boy’s lack of intelligence

· Mr. Hardy informs the boys that Nurse Ratched is a sex maniac

· The Boys are surprised and confused

· Frank asks Mr. Hardy about Nancy’s condition

· Mr. Hardy is confused

· Frank rewords the question

· Mr. Hardy answers

· The boys are surprised and confused

· Mr. Hardy attempts to explain where babies come from

Outside Action

· Mr. Hardy has extreme doubts about the boy’s intelligence and had planned to wait to tell them about sex until they turned 35

French Scene Five

Characters: Joe, Frank, Nurse Ratched

Location: The School Nurse’s Office

Archetype: The Confrontation Scene

Function: To serve Plot

Dramatic Activity

· Nurse Ratched incapacitates Mr. Hardy

· Joe is confused
· Joe asks the Nurse a question
· Nurse replies with a joke
· Joe is confused
· Frank begins to piece the clues together
· Joe is confused and excited

· Nurse Ratchet baits the boys

· Frank continues to put clues together
· Nurse puts sexual spin on all of the boy’s comments
Outside Activity

· Frank is on the verge of making a discovery

French Scene 6

Characters: Joe, Frank

Location: The School Nurse’s Office

Archetype: The (almost) Revelation Scene 

Function: To provide catharsis (or deny it)

Dramatic Activity

· Frank expresses that he is on the verge of discovery but is confused

· Frank is distracted by the sweaters

· Frank and Joe are amazed

Unifying Factors

Two subjects that are returned to often in the script are the Hardy Boy’s sweaters (and their need to change them) and Joe’s sense of excitement whenever “sleuthing” or similar subjects are mentions.  The sweaters and Joe’s obvious (though not to him) sexual excitement provide a nice contrast between the safe, comfy (dare we say “sweater-like?”)  world that the Hardy Boys have become accustomed to and Nurse Ratched’s world of sexual discovery; which is certainly more exciting than the Land of Sweater. It is also interesting that the Hardy Boys sense a need for change, and thus change their sweaters quite often. They are of course, not quite ready to completely discard their notions of safety and comfort, so each time a sweater is removed it is replaced by a new one. It is no wonder then, that the Hardy Boys are so alarmed at Nurse Ratched’s casual attitude towards their sweaters. 

What’s It About?

On the surface, this play is about sexual discovery and poking fun at a popular genre of television. I had a hard time seeing much below this surface. The author obviously meant this play to be a piece of light-hearted fluff. If there is a deeper meaning, it was not communicated to me.

Plot Analysis

Status Quo

Joe and Frank Hardy are two brothers who love sleuthing and sweaters

Major Expectation

Nancy Drew has “a bun in the oven,” 

Frank overheard Nurse Ratched talking about Nancy’s situation

Joe and Frank do not know what this mean

Inciting Incident

Frank and Joe decide to interrogate Nurse Ratched

Major Dramatic Question

How will the Hardy Boys solve this one?

Rising Action

· Because Nurse Ratched was the one who mentioned Nancy Drew’s “buns” the Hardy Boys decide to start their investigation by questioning her

· Because Joe and Frank had earlier agreed that they would rather “sleuth” than be direct, Joe lies about being sick to Nurse Ratched
· Etc.
Turning Point

· Frank pieces together the significance of being “on top” and “inside”

At this point, the dialog makes a definite shift from innocent banter into blatantly sexual innuendo.

This Analysis does not work because while the script seems to follow the steps of the analysis quite well at first, one runs into trouble when trying to identify the climax and resolution of the plot. Yes, there is a return to the status quo by the end of the play (the Hardy Boy’s basic mental ineptitude and preoccupation with sweaters), but no conclusion has been reached. It’s as if the playwright has purposefully built up the plot to the point where the climax should be and then dropped it either to be funny or different (I can’t decide which). Even the Rising action can be simplified to:

· The Hardy boys are dumb

· Because of this they can not figure out where babies come from

I also hesitated to include a Turning point simply because a turning point usually leads to a conclusion and this play has none.

