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Chapter 4: Spectroscopy Review and Discussion.

1.   What is spectroscopy? Why is it so important to astronomers? 

 Spectroscopy is the study of the way in which atoms absorb and emit electromagnetic radiation.        Spectroscopy allows astronomers to determine the chemical composition of stars.

2.      Describe the basic components of a simple spectroscope. 
A simple Spectroscope is consisted of a slit where light can pass through.  It is then directed into a prism which breaks it up in to various colors.  It is then projected onto a screen where we are able to see the light’s emission lines.  From my experience they are basically diffraction lenses encased in a viewer that contains a scale to measure the waves.

3.     What is a continuous spectrum? An absorption spectrum? 

Spectrum in which the radiation is distributed over all frequencies, not just a few specific frequency ranges. 

An absorption spectrum is where you are able to see specific lines.  Where that color is not present.

