 Vietnam Wartime/ Escape


The Vietnam war resulting in caused many mixed feelings.  The U.S. was skeptical on the involment that they had.  Many would say that it was a war for the Vietnamese to fight.  Others would say that Communism had to be stopped.  In the end, the U.S. had slowly started pulling her troops out.  Below is a chronological timeline of significant events that took place.

June, 1954
The CIA establishes a military mission in Saigon. Bao Dai selects Ngo Dinh Diem as prime minster of his government.
July 20, 1954
The Geneva Conference on Indochina declares a demilitarized zone at the 17th parallel.
October 24, 1954
President Eisenhower pledges support to Diem's government and military forces.
1955
The U.S.-backed Ngo Dinh Diem organizes the Republic of Vietnam as an independent nation; declares himself president.
July 8, 1959
The first American combat deaths in Vietnam occur when Viet Cong attack Bien Hoa billets; two servicemen are killed.
1960
The National Liberation Front (NLF)--called the Viet Cong--is founded in South Vietnam.
1961
The U.S. military buildup in Vietnam begins.
June 16, 1963
A Buddhist monk immolates himself in Saigon. Buddhist demonstrations occurred from May through August.
November 1, 1963
South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem is assassinated.
May 4, 1964
Trade embargo imposed on North Vietnam in response to attacks from the North on South Vietnam. 
August 2 and 4, 1964
The Gulf of Tonkin Incident. North Vietnamese torpedo boats attacked the U.S. destroyer Maddox in the Gulf of Tonkin. A second attack allegedly occurs on August 4.
August 5, 1964
President Lyndon Johnson asks Congress for a resolution against North Vietnam following the Gulf of Tonkin incident. Congress debates.
August 7, 1964
Congress approves the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution which allows the president to take any necessary measures to repel further attacks and to provide military assistance to any SEATO member. Senators Wayne L. Morse of Oregon and Ernest Gruening of Alaska cast the only dissenting votes. President Johnson orders the bombing of North Vietnam. For additional information, see New Light on Gulf of Tonkin, McNamara Asks Giap, "What Happened at Tonkin Gulf?", and 30-Year Anniversary: Tonkin Gulf Lie Launched the Vietnam War.
March 8-9, 1965
The first American combat troops arrive in Vietnam.
April 6-8, 1965
President Johnson authorizes the use of U.S. ground combat troops for offensive operations. The next day he offers North Vietnam aid in exchange for peace. North Vietnam rejects the offer.
April 17, 1965
Students for a Democratic Society sponsor the first major anti-war rally in Washington, D.C.
June, 1965
Generals Ky and Thieu seize the South Vietnamese government.
October 15-16, 1965
Anti-war protests are held in aobut 40 American cities.
November 14-16, 1965
The first major military engagement occurs between U.S. and North Vietnamese forces.
September, 1967
Thieu is elected president of South Vietnam.
Oct. 21-23, 1967
50,000 people demonstrate against the war in Washington, D.C.
January 31, 1968
The Tet Offensive. Communist forces launch attacks on Hue and other major South Vietnamese towns, and military bases. One assault team gets inside the walls of the U.S. embassy in Saigon but is driven back.

March 16, 1968
150 unarmed Vietnamese civilians are herded into a ditch and killed by members of U.S. Army Lt. Willima L. Calley Jr.'s platoon in The My Lai.
May 10, 1968
The Paris peace talks begin between U. S. and Vietnamese officials.
May 10-20, 1969
The battle for Hamburger Hill
June 8, 1969
President Richard Nixon announces the first troop withdrawals from South Vietnam 
September 3, 1969
Ho Chi Minh dies.
November 15, 1969
250,000 people demonstrate against the war in Washington, D.C.
1970
The draft lottery begins.
April 30, 1970
The armies of the U.S. and South Vietnam invade Cambodia.
May 4, 1970
Four students are killed by National Guardsmen at Kent State University in Ohio.
December, 1972
Christmas bombing of Hanoi
January 27, 1973
United States, South Vietnam, and North Vietnam sign Paris Peace Accords, ending American combat role in war. U.S. military draft ends. 
February 12-27, 1973
POWs begin to come home as part of Operation Homecoming
April 1, 1973
Hanoi releases last 591 acknowledged American POWs.
September 16, 1974
President Gerald Ford offers clemency to draft evaders and military deserters.
April 21, 1975
South Vietnamese President Thieu resigns.
April 29-30, 1975
Saigon falls. U. S. Navy evacuates U.S. personnel and South Vietnamese refugees. The last American combat death occurs. South Vietnamese President Duong Van Minh surrenders.
April 30, 1975
North Vietnamese forces take over Saigon, South Vietnam surrenders to North Vietnam, ending the war and reunifying the country under communist control. Washington extends embargo to all of Vietnam.
 
 

