CONFLICT OF LAWS ACT* 
CHAPTER ONE
BASIC PROVISIONS
Article 1
1. This Law contains rules for the determination of the applicable law in status-related, family and property matters and other substantive law matters with an international element.
2. This Law also contains rules on the jurisdiction of the courts of law and other agencies of the Republic of Croatia for settlement of matters referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, rules of procedure, and rules on the recognition and enforcement of judicial decisions and arbitral awards.
Article 2 omitted.
Article 3
The provisions of this Law shall not apply to the matters referred to in Article 1 of this Law if they are regulated by other Croatian laws or international treaties.
CHAPTER FOUR
RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT OF FORIGEN JUDICIAL DECISIONS AND
ARBITRAL AWARDS
1. Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Judicial Decisions
Article 86
1. Foreign judicial decisions have the same status as decisions of the courts of law of the Republic of Croatia and shall have legal effect in the Republic of Croatia if they are recognised by a court of law of the Republic of Croatia.
2. A settlement reached before a foreign court of law (court settlement) shall also be considered to be a foreign judicial decision as referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.
3. A decision of another tribunal of a State in which it would have the same status as a judicial decision or a court settlement shall also be considered to be a foreign judicial decision if it regulates matter as referred to in Article 1 of this Law.
Article 87
1. A foreign judicial decision shall be recognised if the party requesting the recognition of this decision has also submitted a confirmation from the foreign court of law or another organ regarding the final validity of this decision (res judicata) according to the law of the State in which it was rendered.
Article 88
1. A court of law of the Republic of Croatia shall refuse to recognise a foreign judicial decision if, upon an objection of the person against whom the decision was rendered, it finds that this person was not able to take part in the proceedings due to procedural irregularities.
2. In particular, the person against whom the foreign judicial decision was rendered shall be deemed to have been unable to take part in the proceedings if any summons, statement of claim, or a ruling by which the proceedings were commenced was not served on him personally, or that no such service had been attempted, unless he has, in any way, entered into the proceedings on the merits.
Article 89
1. A foreign judicial decision shall not be recognised if the issue involved falls within the exclusive jurisdiction of a court of law or another tribunal of the Republic of Croatia.
2. If the respondent seeks the recognition of a foreign judicial decision rendered in a marital dispute, or if this is demanded by the claimant, and the respondent does not object, the exclusive jurisdiction of a court of law of the Republic of Croatia shall not be an obstacle to the recognition of such a decision.
Article 90
1. A foreign judicial decision shall not be recognised if a court of law or another tribunal of the Republic of Croatia has rendered a final binding decision of the same issue, or if another foreign judicial decision rendered on the same issue has been recognised in the Republic of Croatia.
2. A court of law of the Republic of Croatia shall stay the recognition of a foreign judicial decision if an earlier law suit was filed concerning the same legal issue and between the same parties is in progress and the law suit has not been terminated by a final and binding judgement.
Article 91
A foreign judicial decision shall not be recognised if it is contrary to the public policy of the Republic of Croatia as defined by its Constitution.
Article 92
1. A foreign judicial decision shall not be recognised if there is no reciprocity.
2. The non-existence of reciprocity shall be no obstacle to the recognition of a foreign judicial decision rendered in a marital dispute or a paternity or maternity dispute if the recognition or enforcement of the foreign judicial decision is sought by a citizen of the Republic of Croatia.
3. With respect to the recognition of a foreign judicial decision, the existence of reciprocity is presumed until the contrary is proven, and if the existence of this reciprocity is doubted, an explanation shall be given by the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Croatia.
Articles 93-95 are omitted.
Article 96
1. The provisions of Articles 87-92 of this Act shall apply to the enforcement of foreign judicial decisions.
2. The party submitting a request for enforcement of a foreign judicial decision must, in addition to the confirmation referred to in Article 87 of this Law, submit a confirmation of the enforceability of such decision in accordance with the law of the State in which it was rendered.
2. Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards
Article 97
1. A foreign arbitral award shall be deemed to be an arbitral award which was not made in the Republic of Croatia.
2. A foreign arbitral award shall be treated as an award of the State in which it was made.
3. Arbitral awards made in the Republic of Croatia in which the procedural law of a foreign State was applied shall also be considered foreign awards, if this is not contrary to the mandatory provisions of Croatian law.
4. Foreign arbitral awards referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article shall be considered as being award of the State whose procedural law was applied.
Article 98
1. A foreign arbitral award shall be recognised and enforced if the party demanding its recognition and enforcement has, together with his request, submitted to the court:
1) the original arbitral award or a duly authorised copy thereof; and
2) the original arbitration agreement or a duly authorised copy thereof.
2. If a foreign arbitral award or an arbitration agreement or the duly authorised copies thereof are not made in the language which is the official language of the court of law before which proceedings are instituted for the recognition and enforcement of such award, the party demanding the recognition and enforcement of the award must submit translations thereof made by an authorised person.
Article 99
1. The recognition and enforcement of a foreign arbitral award shall be denied if it is found:
1) that according to the law of the Republic of Croatia the subject matter of the dispute may not be settled by arbitration;
2) that a court of law or other tribunal of the Republic of Croatia has exclusive jurisdiction;
3) that the recognition or enforcement of the award is contrary to the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia;
4) that there is no reciprocity;
5) that the arbitration agreement was not concluded in writing or by an exchange of letters, cables or telexes;
6) that the arbitration agreement is not legally valid;
7) that the party against whom the recognition and enforcement of the award is sought has not been properly notified of the appointment of the arbitrators or the arbitration proceedings, or if for some other reason he was prevented from exercising his rights in the proceedings;
8) that the composition of the arbitral tribunal or arbitration proceedings were not in conformity with the provisions of the arbitration agreement;
9) that the arbitral tribunal exceeded the scope of its authority under the arbitration agreement;
10) that the award has not yet become final and enforceable on the parties, or if the award has been set aside or stayed by the competent agency of the State in which it was made, or on the basis of whose law it was made;
11) that the part containing the decision on merits in the arbitral award is unintelligible or contradictory.
2. If parts of a foreign arbitral award relating to the questions which were the subject matter of the arbitration may be separated from the part with respect to which the arbitral tribunal has exceeded the scope of its authority, the parts of the award in which the arbitral tribunal has not exceeded its authority may be recognised and enforced.
Article 100
If proceedings have been instituted for the setting aside or staying of an arbitral award before the competent agency referred to in Article 99, point 10 of this Law, the court may delay its ruling on the request for the recognition or enforcement of such award. At the request of the creditor or debtor, it may condition its ruling to delay it by the deposition of an appropriate guarantee by the debtor.
3. Proceedings for the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Judicial Decision and Arbitral Awards
Article 101
1. Recognition and enforcement of foreign judicial decisions and foreign arbitral awards falls within the territorial jurisdiction of the court of law in whose area proceedings for the recognition or enforcement proceedings should be carried out.
2. The court shall confine itself to establishing whether or not the requirements referred to in Article 86-100 of this Law are met, and if it considers it necessary, it may seek an explanation from the court which rendered the decision or made the award and from the parties.
An appeal may be made by the parties against a ruling on the recognition or enforcement of a decision or award within 15 days from the date of service of the ruling.
An appeal against a ruling referred to in section 3 of this Article shall be decided by the appellate court.
If no separate ruling has been rendered on the recognition of a foreign judicial decision or award, every court of law may decide on the recognition of such decision or award as a preliminary issue in proceedings, but only with effect on such proceedings.
Anyone who has a legal interest may request the recognition of a decision of a foreign court of law in matters relating to personal status.
