November 27, 2003
Premier of Ontario

Dear Mr. Dalton McGuinty,

I am writing this letter to express not only my own concern, but many citizens of Toronto’s concern about violence in the streets of Toronto. With many teens possessing a firearm of some type, anything can happen. If guns were more well monitored as to who legally owns one, then gang violence, homicide, and crime rate in general would most probably lower.
Better monitoring of who carries firearms (at what age, for what purpose) could be a first step in taking actions. Of all homicides, 45% of them involve firearms (a weapon that fires a projectile 500 feet in a second or over) such as guns. There is already a Firearms Law, but it obviously doesn’t work well if every other teen carries a gun. With teen and gang violence, stray bullets also become a problem – when bullets unintentionally rip through walls, can, and have killed people “accidentally”. Although, looking to the bright side, the amount of crimes have been an improvement, seeing that 2003’s crime rate was lower than the past five years, but it is still one of our major concerns. Police may be trying their hardest, but sadly it’s just not enough to stop the massive and violent crimes.
Having more police patrol around darker areas, night clubs, raves and other areas where drug trafficking is suspected to be common could be a solution, seeing as many gang fights occur on dark streets during night hours and often over drug disputes. Improved management regarding the Firearms Law would help as well, so there is a better tracking system of who legally has a Firearms License. Safety is a concern to us all. With so many gangs and guns in Toronto, we do not feel safe. This is a good issue to reflect on citizen’s concerns and safety, as a Premier.
Sincerely,

Karmen Lam

_____---
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Section 1: Explain why you are writing this letter and why this issue is of concern to you and to your local community

Section 2: Explain what you know about the issue and your understanding of the problem.

Explain that you understand that there are other viewpoints on the issue (multiple perspectives).

Explain one of those viewpoints in addition to your viewpoint.

Section 3: Outline your reasonable and realistic solution.

Explain why it Is a good solution.

Politely request action.

Sincerely,

A concerned citizen

