Day 1: God is real!

<Put up Reasonable Doubt Reasonable Faith banner before class begins.>
A Quick Questionnaire

Have children fill out the Easy As Pie Questions sheet as they come in.
Have faith

You guys are full of an amazing amount of faith.  Did you know that?  You believe that things are true without absolute proof all the time.  You believed that I would be here this morning.  Did any of you call here this morning to check and see if I was really here?  You believe your parents when they tell you what your birthday is.  Raise your hand if you remember being born.  Did you read a calendar hanging on the wall of your hospital room?  Could you calculate the date from the stars outside of your window?  Of course not.  Brainstorm with me.  What are some of the things that you take on faith?

<Take verbal answers.  Some ideas of things harder to prove include: My parents love me.  New York exists when I am not there.  Jesus saves me.  I am awake.>
Now, how many of these things could not be proven?

<Pick 1 of the suggestions, other than that God exists.>

Let’s try it out.  I’ll be the skeptic.  Who will try to prove to me that New York is a real place, even when I am not there?

<Spend at most 2 minutes bantering with volunteer.>

Now, when you use logic like that, there’s not much point in trying to prove that anything is real.  The fact is, people have died in a war because New York is a real place where real terrorists killed real people.
This one will be a bigger question, so anyone can help out.  Convince me that God exists.

<Depending on quality of answers, this could take awhile.>
Here is one way people have tried to respond to the difficulty of proving God is real.
<Show the scene from the movie Contact, based on the Carl Sagan novel, where the atheist scientist and the preacher debate the idea of proving that God exists versus proving that the scientist loves her father.  This movie is available both in the school and public library.  Under no circumstances should a clip be copied off the internet.  That is illegal.> 
Sometimes, even when you can’t prove things completely, you can still make reasonable assumptions based on the evidence.  Just like in court, once you are sure beyond “reasonable doubt,” that has to be sufficient.


Luckily, God has left us many more clues about His existence and His work in our universe.  First of all, the universe exists.

<Pick a child, preferably one who does not like to try to shock people verbally.>
See, you are here, Tracy.  How do you happen to exist?

<If the child does not conclude this herself, briefly explain that she exists because her parents made her.  If you pick the child in advance, you may be able to ask her parents for pictures of themselves, the child’s grandparents, and possibly great-grandparents, depending on how far back they keep these things.  In that case, the pictures can be displayed as the people are mentioned.>
So how do they exist?

<Continue prompting until it becomes mechanical that “their parents” and “their parents” made each preceding pair of parents.>

So where did it all start?  It is only logical that someone has to exist who was never born, but who made the first person who was.  We know that the one who did that was God.  People used to think that the universe itself had existed forever and somehow “made” life, but science proves that wrong.  Have any of you learned the 2nd law of thermodynamics yet?
<If yes, let the children explain, and then proceed with demonstration.  Otherwise, explain.>

Thermodynamics means the energy of heat.  It comes from the same words as thermometer and dynamite.  The problem is, we’re always using up energy.  The sun gives energy to plants, but the plants use up some of the energy, so animals have to eat a lot of plants to get enough energy to live.  Next, those animals burn up some of the energy.  Then people have to eat a lot of plants and animals.  Do you know what the energy we get from food is called?  It is calories.  When we burn up calories, what we are really doing is using some of the energy from the food, and we convert it to a different type of energy – heat.  Of course, you can get energy from heat – by using steam to run a train, for example, but it won’t move the train as far as the original energy source could have.

This is important when we talk about God, because if the universe had existed forever, it would have run out of energy by now.
