
 

CONTENTS 

 

 

List of Tables.................................................................................................... xiii 

Foreword (Sylvan von Berg)........................................................................... xvii 

Acknowledgments............................................................................................. xix 

List of Abbreviations ........................................................................................ xxi 

 

 

Part One: Introduction 
 
Chapter One. Introduction—The Appeal of Aesthetic Experience ..................... 3  

The Aesthetic Question................................................................................ 3 
The Classificatory Dispute about Artwork .................................................. 4 
The Theoretical Debate................................................................................ 5 
The Transformative Theory of Aesthetic Experience .................................. 7 
Theory and Meta-Theory ............................................................................. 8 

 The Ontology of Existential Dialectics ........................................................ 8 
Sophisticated Methodological Holism ....................................................... 18 
Chapter Outline.......................................................................................... 21  
Five Qualifications..................................................................................... 22 

 
 

Part Two: Nature 
 
Chapter Two. Aesthetic Experience and Nature ............................................... 81 

The Awe of Nature .................................................................................... 81 

Aesthetic Experience and the Physical World ........................................... 81 

Aesthetic Experience and the Chemical World.......................................... 88 

Aesthetic Experience and the Cosmological World................................... 89 

The Overcoming of Nature ........................................................................ 93 



The Future of Aesthetic Experience 
 

 

x 

 Part Three: The Mind 
 

Chapter Three. Aesthetic Experience and the Mind.......................................... 97 

The Sensibility of the Mind ....................................................................... 97 

Aesthetic Experience and Instincts ............................................................ 97 

Aesthetic Experience and Sensation ........................................................ 100 

Aesthetic Experience and Reason ............................................................ 102 

Aesthetic Experience and Intuition .......................................................... 105 

Aesthetic Experience and Imagination..................................................... 107 

Aesthetic Experience and Emotions ........................................................ 110 

The Plasticity of the Mind........................................................................ 113 

  

 

Part Four: Culture  
 
Chapter Four. Aesthetic Experience and Culture ............................................ 117 

The Molding of Culture ........................................................................... 117 

Aesthetic Experience and Truth............................................................... 117 

Aesthetic Experience and Religion .......................................................... 122 

Aesthetic Experience and Morality.......................................................... 125 

The Distortion of Culture......................................................................... 128 

 

 

 Part Five: Society 
 
Chapter Five. Aesthetic Experience and Society ............................................ 131 

The Power of Society............................................................................... 131 

Aesthetic Experience and Social Organizations....................................... 131 

Aesthetic Experience and Social Institutions ........................................... 134 

Aesthetic Experience and Social Structure .............................................. 140 

Aesthetic Experience and Social Systems................................................ 144 

The Weakness of Society......................................................................... 153 

 

 

  



Contents 
 

 

xi 

Part Six: Conclusion 
 
Chapter Six. Conclusion—The Future of Aesthetic Experience..................... 157 

The Aesthetic Answer.............................................................................. 157 

1
st
 Thesis—The Partiality-Totality Principle ........................................... 158 

2
nd
 Thesis—The Evolution-Transformation Principle ............................. 159 

3
rd
 Thesis—The Symmetry-Asymmetry Principle................................... 160 

4
th
 Thesis—The Regression-Progression Principle.................................. 160 

5
th
 Thesis—The Post-Human Moment .................................................... 161 

An Epilogue ............................................................................................. 162 

 

 

Bibliography ................................................................................................... 203 

Index................................................................................................................ 213  

  

  


