
 

CONTENTS 

 

List of Tables...................................................................................................... xi 

Foreword......................................................................................................... xvii 

Acknowledgments............................................................................................. xix 

List of Abbreviations ........................................................................................ xxi 

 

 Part One: Introduction 
 
Chapter One. Introduction—The Legacy of Urban Planning.............................. 3  

The Obsession with Sustainability............................................................... 3 
A Metamorphic History of Urban Planning................................................. 4 
Density, Void, and Sustainability ................................................................ 9 
The Theoretical Debate.............................................................................. 14 
The Contingent Theory of Urban Planning................................................ 19 
Theory and Meta-Theory ........................................................................... 20 

 The Logic of Existential Dialectics............................................................ 20 
Sophisticated Methodological Holism ....................................................... 42 
Chapter Outline.......................................................................................... 48  
Some Clarifications.................................................................................... 49 

 

Part Two: Urban Density 
 
Chapter Two. Density and Its Crowdedness ................................................... 111 

The Function of Density ......................................................................... 111 

Density and the Mind............................................................................... 111 

Density and Nature .................................................................................. 125 

Density and Society ................................................................................. 133 

Density and Culture ................................................................................. 149 

The Dysfunction of Density .................................................................... 160  



The Future of Post-Human Urban Planning 
 

 

x 

Part Three: Urban Void 
 

Chapter Three. Void and Its Solitude ............................................................. 169 

The Attraction of Void............................................................................. 169 

Void and the Mind ................................................................................... 169 

Void and Nature....................................................................................... 181 

Void and Society...................................................................................... 195 

Void and Culture...................................................................................... 210 

The Repulsion of Void............................................................................. 223 

  

Part Four: Conclusion 
 
Chapter Four. Conclusion—The Future of Urban Planning ........................... 243 

The Concern with Sustainability.............................................................. 243 

1
st
 Thesis: The Denseness-Emptiness Principle ....................................... 250 

2
nd
 Thesis: The Absoluteness-Relativeness Principle .............................. 252 

3
rd
 Thesis: The Simpleness-Complicatedness Principle........................... 254 

4
th
 Thesis: The Evolution-Transformation Principle................................ 256 

5
th
 Thesis: The Symmetry-Asymmetry Principle..................................... 257 

6
th
 Thesis: The Regression-Progression Principle.................................... 259 

7
th
 Thesis: The Post-Human Planning...................................................... 261 

Beyond Sustainability .............................................................................. 262 

 

Bibliography ................................................................................................... 357 

Index................................................................................................................ 375 




