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Worship Services from Book of Hymns:
Ideas for Congregational Celebrations of WELS 150

Compiled by John L. Hoh, Jr.

Dear Readers:

| recently found an old hymnal called Book of Hymns. It was
published by Northwestern Publishing House in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, for the “Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of
Wisconsin and Other States.” No date is given for the book’s
publication, but a chart disclosing the dates for Easter starts at
1913 and runs through 2000 (many hymnals in the first half of
the 20th. century only calculated Easter through 2000). Likely

Book of Hymns also has a Communion setting that can be used
with either orders of service, either after the hymn following the
sermon or at the end of the service proper.

| addedBook of HymnsOrder of Evening Service (Vesper) for
those wishing an evening observance of the synod or a
congregational anniversary. The Summer 1993 issue of Praise
Todayrelates how Mt. Olive Evangelical Lutheran in Mankato,
Minnesota, used the Ascension evening service to commemorate

the hymnal was published around the time of the first World Warthe 75th. Anniversary of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).

when anti-German sentiment was at a fevered pitch. This

You may want to consider this for the upcoming Ascension

sentiment would re-ignite during the Second World War when thdestival.

Synodical Conference introducétie Lutheran Hymnal.

I have received requests from several people asking if | knew o

any orders of service used in the WELS in 1850, requests no
doubt fueled by the WELS Sesquicentennial observance in the
year 2000. However, any service used in 1850 is likely in
German and not in English.

This issue will share the two orders of service founBadok of
Hymns. Form | is shorter in length, probably similar to the Matins
used today. Form Il is the longer and more “high church” order.

Praise Today is an independent publication serving pastors
and worship leaders of confessional Lutheranism. It is
published monthly and relies heavily on the submissions of
subscribers to share their ideas of worship framed in the
historical orders of service with application to the needs of
Christians today.
Comments and submissions may be sent to:

John L. Hoh, Jr., Editor

Praise Today

7731 N. 60th. St., Unit H-204

Milwaukee, WI 53223

Phone: 1-414-365-6470
e-mail: hohjohn@yahoo.com
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Agora/5814
Back issues are available by writing to the editor at the address
above.
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Special Anniversary Issue

by John L. Hoh, Jr.

Feel free to share with me anything special you do to observe a
synod or congregational anniversary. The following anniversary
services have been shared in the pages of Praise Today:

e ELS 75th. Anniversary at Mt. Olive, Mankato, MN
(Summer 1993)

+ Redeemer Ev. Lutheran Church, Yakima, WA
(January/February 1999)

« Salem’s 110th. Anniversary Service, Milwaukee, WI
(September/October 1999)

Anniversary hymns featured Fraise Today are found in the
March/April 1999 (page 8).

— - —
Praise TOday is an independent publication serving confessional Lutherans who seek to enhance the worship of the Lutheran Church within the parameters of the
Historic Christian Service and the historical forms of worship used in the Lutheran church.
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