Title: Unity with the Saints by Rev. Jerry Thompson
Let us begin, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit….

A reading from the book of Hebrews Chapter 12: 1,2.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of our faith. — Hebrews 12:1-2
Introduction:
Good morning.  For those of you who don't know me, my name is Father Jerry Thompson and I'm a member of the Confraternity of Priests of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. JMJ. and associate pastor at St. Gregory the Great Church in Whittier.  It is exciting for me to be here again with you and look forward spending the day in study reflection, prayer, praise, adoration, reconciliation and Eucharist. ( Alot to do in one day but by the grace of God, we'll do it…) At our last gathering, Father Mike introduced Father George Reynolds as the walking encyclopedia of Saints.  I must truly agree, and if envy wasn’t a sin. .. If Father George is the walking encyclopedia, I’m the cleft notes… Actually I don’t know very much about the majority of Saints.  And you know what that’s ok because we don’t have to know everything about everything, that’s why we have community.  That’s what “unity” is all about, coming together with all our gifts and talents and let God perfect them in us.
Unity with the Saints is the topic of today’s talk;  Let’s first hear what our founder, Father Luke Zimmer has to say about Saintly Catholics and Sainthood in general.
“The Saintly Catholic, according to Father Luke, is one who has matured more fully in spiritual living: his only interest is to do the will of God no matter what it may Cost him. He is one who has made a commitment to God to Christ and they become the center of his life.  He has made up his mind to become a Saint. He is not afraid to make this commitment too, He does not hold anything back.  He goes all the way.” P.  121. Family Renewal by Father Luke  Zimmer.

Father Luke also stated; “Religion a way of life”. And he quotes “Vatican Council  2 tells us that we are all called to holiness , that is we are all called to be saints.  We are told to be perfect, as the heavenly father is perfect, and this is what Christ told us, too…  It is meant to be lived every moment of one’s life, therefore knowledge of the faith is so important.”

“Knowledge of Faith is Important” 


That’s why you are here today to gain more knowledge about Our Unity with the Saints and you are on the road to sainthood.

1. The approach I wish to take in presenting this is by discussing the Saints themselves in context with Preface numbers 69 and 70 of the Sacramentary.  The two prefaces for Holy Men and Woman, The Glory of the Saints and The Activities of the Saints...  For those unfamiliar with liturgy terminology, the preface prayer is the prayer the priest says before the HOLY, HOLY is sung.  I’ve chosen this approach to my talk on the Unity with the Saints trying to keep in mind our need to continually reflect on all the prayers said at each mass celebrated and their richness in words and our need to reflect on all the prayer's deeper significance.
However, before we do that, lets look at what the church say about our honroing the saints.

Sacrosanctum Concilium -- Dogmatic Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy -- article 104

"The Church has also included in the annual cycle days devoted to the memory of the martyrs and the other saints. Raised up to perfection by the manifold grace of God, and already in possession of eternal salvation, they sing God's perfect praise in heaven and offer prayers for us. By celebrating the passage of these saints from earth to heaven the Church proclaims the paschal mystery as achieved in the saints who have suffered and been glorified with Christ; she proposes them to the faithful as examples who draw all to the Father through Christ, and through their merits she pleads for God's favors."

2. Lets now listen to the Preface #69 said for Holy Men and Woman….

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.

You are glorified in your Saints, for their glory is the crowning of your gifts.

In their lives on earth you give us an example.

In our communion with them, you give us their friendship.

In their prayer for the Church you give us strength and protection.

This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory,

to share their prize of everlasting glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
HOLY MEN AND WOMEN I                  P69

THE GLORY OF THE SAINTS

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks. 
3. (Preface line one) You are glorified in your Saints, for their glory is the crowning of your gifts.
4. The first thing we must remember is that when the Church recognizes the Saints it is really recognizing God. “Raised up to perfection by the manifold grace of God… they sing God's perfect praise in heaven. Sacrosanctum Concilium
5. (Preface) In their lives on earth you give us an example.
6. A little back ground history of the Saints 
When did the Church start honoring saints?

By the year 100 A.D., Christians were honoring other Christians who had died, and asking for their intercession. Many people think that honoring saints was something the Church set up later, but it was part of Christianity from the very beginning. As a matter of fact, this practice came from a long-standing tradition in the Jewish faith of honoring prophets and holy people with shrines. The first saints were martyrs, people who had given up their lives for the Faith in the persecution of Christians

7. B.  Saints manifests God's charism, grace and actions
A.  Saints are our models:  The cross:

1. “the Western church while maintaining the primacy of the resurrection has gone further in the direction of the passion.  The veneration of Christ cross has shaped the history of Christian Hyatt he and has inspired the greatest saints emerging over the centuries from the heart of the church.  All of them beginning with St. Paul have been “lovers of the cross of Christ”.   (Cf. Gal:6:14)…and, “there is no Christian holiness without devotion to the passion just as there is no holiness without the centrality the Paschal Mystery…  The saints of the Catholic Church  often received the stigmata, beginning with St. Francis of Assisi.  They bore on  their own bodies the sign of their similarity to Christ in his passion.” P. 76

3.   (Preface line 3) In our communion with them, you give us their friendship
A. Creed = Believe in the Communion of Saints 

946 After confessing "the holy catholic Church," the Apostles' Creed adds "the communion of saints." In a certain sense this article is a further explanation of the preceding: taken from out of our Catechism: 

"What is the Church if not the assembly of all the saints?"[477] The communion of saints is the Church. 
947 "Since all the faithful form one body, the good of each is communicated to the others...the riches of Christ are communicated to all the members, through the sacraments."[478] "
 948 The term "communion of saints" therefore has two closely linked meanings:  communion in holy things (sancta)" and "among holy persons (sancti)." Sancta sancti's! ("God's holy gifts for God's holy people") is proclaimed by the celebrant in most Eastern liturgies during the elevation of the holy Gifts before the distribution of communion. The faithful (sancta) are fed by Christ's holy body and blood (sancta) to grow in the communion of the Holy Spirit (koinonia) and to communicate it to the world.

B. The church considers us in communion with the saints, past present and future.
C. Communion = community = church = union = unity

4.   (Preface line 4) In their prayer for the Church you give us strength and protection. 
A.  The saints in heaven are praying for the Church on earth.

B.  Through their prayers God gives us strength and protection.
5.  This great company of witnesses spurs us on to victory,  to share their prize of everlasting glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
A. Church considers the saints as witnesses to the Gospel.

2. B. The saints are our rooting section

3. C. They want us to share in God's glory
D. Through their lives they show us many ways for us to strive towards sainthood.
St. Louis Marie de Montfort recognized his path to Sainthood by developing a devotion to Mary.
St. Louis De Montfort believed that Jesus Christ is the end to which we tend. And there can be no other end in view in all our striving: "Jesus, our Saviour, true God and true man must be the ultimate end of all our other devotions; otherwise they would be false and misleading. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and end of everything. ... For in him alone dwells the entire fullness of the divinity and the complete fullness of grace, virtue and perfection. In him alone we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing; he is the only teacher from whom we must learn; the only Lord on whom we should depend; the only Head to whom we should be united and the only model that we should imitate" (TD 60-61). 
But again, St Louis Marie says, we must follow the path chosen by God himself. That path, in the descent of his love, involved Mary. So, in our ascent to God, we ought to follow the same way: "It was through the Blessed Virgin Mary that Jesus came into the world, and it is also through her that he must reign in the world" (TD 1). It has to be noted, however, that Mary is only the path; she is not the end towards which we travel, which is the reign of Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God. Devotion to Mary is a means to the end, and indeed only one among several means to the acquisition of divine Wisdom. It is, however, "the greatest means of all, and the most wonderful of all secrets for obtaining and preserving divine Wisdom" LEW 203), precisely because she was the means chosen by God for bringing into being his plan of love.

I truly like what St Louis De Montfort said. “we must follow the path chosen by God himself.”

What is the path God chose himself? “slavery and death on the Cross”

1.  We must live Christ and by living Christ, we follow God’s path.

2.  if each of us is very unique, with different personalities, different vocations, jobs, marital status, income level, etc, how can we model Christ?
FORTY DAYS OF REFLECTION

38th day:
“in the community of the Church, we more easily live Jesus way of life.  It is one of private and community prayer; fasting; spreading the good news through catechesis and evangelization; helping those in need (through healing the sick, forgiving the sinner, vanishing evils spirits and racing people from spiritual death.); caring his cross; and forgiving with unconditional love and Mercy, so that through his redemptive suffering all could be saved.”

We have to remember that saints are not just those men and women that have been recognized by the Church, but each and every person who is striving for perfection.

We all know that with God there is no time and space, we’re all part of God’s time and his space but with our finite minds, we understand only as much as we see and experience of God in our lives.  In our present state, we can not fully experience the totality of God.  However, by the way we unite our lives to Christ and his cross and the by reflecting on the lives of those holy men and women who have either gone before us or are still living among us, we can more fully experience God.  I say those that are still living among us because Saint can still be living.  You and I may be those saints. 

Role models are most important for us today more than ever.  Good role models or saints are of utmost importance. As the new millennium enters, 

4. Let us now listen to the Preface number 70, Holy Men and Woman,
You renew the church in every age by raising up men and woman outstanding in holiness, they inspire by their heroic lives and help us by their constant prayers and to be the living sign of your saving power
5. You renew the church in every age by raising up men and woman outstanding in holiness.
1. 20th Century saints;

Pope John Paul II said “the saints of our century have been in large part martyrs. The totalitarian regimes which dominated Europe in the middle of 20th-century added to their numbers.  Concentration camps death camps which produce among other things the monstrous Holocaust of the Jews--revealed authentic saints among Catholics and Orthodox and among Protestants as well.  These were true martyrs.  It is enough to recall such figures as Father Maximilian: Kolbe and Edith Stein.”

Example. In this age four very people outstanding in Holiness, 
A.  Saints are men and woman, God uses to bring new life to the church.  I’m going to talk about four saints, one declared Saint and three non-declared saints.
1. Maximilian Kolbe, 2.  Mother Teresa, . Pope John Paul II . Father Luke Zimmer.
2.  They inspire by their heroic lives
1. Maximilian Kolbe:

in 1941, Max the million was arrested by the Germans. He was sent to the notorious prison camp in Auschwitz.  There were 10 men to be executed, he took the place of a married man with a family who are to be executed because of another escaped prisoner.  This was in retaliation.  “Father Kohl being was killed on Aug. 14th  by an injection of carbolic acid and was beatified by Pope Paul VIVI in 1971.”
2. Mother Teresa:  We know the struggle Mother Teresa even had becoming a nun.  Rejected by orders, only through the grace of God and her perseverance was she able to establish one of the fastest growing orders.  She spent her life ministering to the poor in Calcutta India and taking that same care to the world; all this with a weak heart and pacemaker.
3. Pope John Paul II: he is known as the traveling pope.  In his reign, he has traveled more and longer than any other Pope in history.  His mission is to of spread the good news and help bring unity among the Christian world and the entire world.  Through this, he has endured much pain and suffering.  The assassination attempt on his life began a deterioration in his health.  As years have caught up with him, he has signs of Parkinson’s disease.  Even with this illness, Pope John Paul II continues his work of unity in Christ.  A model today for anyone striving for holiness while carrying a very heavy cross.
4. Father Luke Zimmer:  in his book, A Journey through Life: Chosen, we read of Father Luke’s life, and see that it was full of suffering.  At the time he was born his family was poor.  They only had the bare necessities and lived off hand me downs.  Father Luke was born with a club foot. It took many surgeries and trips to the doctor to re-break, reset and recast his foot.  The pain was unbearable for a little boy.  In his first few years of life he was diagnosed with leukemia.

Throughout his young life and through adulthood many illnesses plagued him.  On and off for years the sickness is kept returning.  You will find in his book a chapter on the benefits of suffering and how “suffering can be turned into joy”.

The suffering didn’t end there.  His dream of starting in order of priests came to a crashing halt, when cancer finally took his life
3.  and help us by their constant prayers and

Intercessory prayer is always directed to the Father, ours and the Saints.
Intercessors even today according to the Church.  What is important to remember that if the saints are still or constantly praying, then they still are alive today. Actually, they are more alive then us.
4.  to be the living sign of your saving power.  

When we unite ourselves to the cross of Christ, God’s saving actions look at our lives in relationship to the saints that have gone before us, those church declared saints and the individual saints in our own families that we have known we have the models for us to emulate. 

This goes to the heart of our purpose as lays servants and  handmaids of the sacred heart of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.

“our purpose.  In the lays servant’s and handmaid’s way of life, we are sent forth to bring to fruition Jesus prayer for unity at the last supper.  John 17: 20 -- 23…  We live in share our charism and spirituality as to bring about the renewal of the person: to help each one become a saint.”

ON THE INVOCATION, VENERATION, AND RELICS, OF SAlNTS, AND ON SACRED IMAGES. The twenty-fifth Session of the Council of Trent
Moreover, that the images of Christ, of the Virgin Mother of God, and of the other saints, are to be had and retained particularly in temples, and that due honor and veneration are to be given them; not that any divinity, or virtue, is believed to be in them, on account of which they are to be worshipped; or that anything is to be asked of them; or, that trust is to be reposed in images, as was of old done by the Gentiles who placed their hope in idols; but because the honor which is shown them is referred to the prototypes which those images represent; in such wise that by the images which we kiss, and before which we uncover the head, and prostrate ourselves, we adore Christ; and we venerate the saints, whose similitude they bear: as, by the decrees of Councils, and especially of the second Synod of Nicaea, has been defined against the opponents of images.

CONCLUSION
Let us conclude united with the angels and archangels and the whole company of saints as we sing our unending hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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