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July, 2000

Supper Club News

Unfortunately, Jim Ledford could not make June’s supper Club.  He was in Pasadena for a Mayor’s Conference.  However, we hope to have May Ledford here for July’s Supper Club.

July’s Supper Club will be held at 7 p.m. July 20th.  As usual, we’ll be at the Greenhouse Café in the A.V. Mall. 

1233 West Avenue P 

               Palmdale 

               661-272-8866

We look forward to seeing you there.  (
Hooray!

I am very happy to report that we have received two checks from the state party.  One is our seed money plus May’s Dues allocation and the other was June’s dues allocation.
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Please attend July’s business meeting to help us decide how to spend this!  Finally we can fulfill some of our ideas!  (
Adopt-A-Highway

As you know, we have adopted a 1.5-mile stretch of Highway 14, around Aqua Dulce road.  Please come out and help us keep it clean.

July’s cleanup is scheduled for July 22nd.  Please note that to avoid the worst of the heat, we’re meeting at 7:30 a.m.  It will last two hours, maximum, as by 9:30 a.m. it’s too hot.  We know it’s early, but it’s better than burning in the sun!  (
This is It

With the open seats for election and/or appointment database being compiled by the California Libertarian Party, and the cross-reference of Libertarians in the state, we should be getting a list of positions we can look to fill ASAP! 

This is where we will put ourselves on the political map by having activist on every available board or committee in our region.  Those of you interested will be kept informed of this MAJOR project in progress.

If you wish to be informed of open positions please contact either Deanna Peugeot (661-943-4408) or Greg Bashem (661-942-2843.)  Or mail us at:

AVLP

P.O. Box 3475

Quartz Hill, CA 93586-3475 (

Convention News

Greg Bashem

The National convention is history and we have the candidates that will take our message to the people.  I can say that I voted for both of these men and I hope that they do indeed break that ONE MILLION vote mark.  This of course will not get them elected. But I feel that this ticket will get more done to put the Libertarian Party name on the lips of the voters more so than in years past.  

Harry Browne has the machine in place and I suppose the funds if you are to believe the hype.  Art Olivier has the GREAT position of having been elected to public office. (A mayor of a fairly large town)  I was very excited to be able to see some of the people you only get to read about that are the movers and shakers of this "political party".  I also was pleased to have met a few of the many local posters on the Libertarian lists.  My biggest surprise was seeing the Antelope Valley's State Senator candidate John Gibson.  It was good to see a familiar face.   

If we just listen to the candidates and disregard reality you would actually believe we are a force to be reckoned with in the political scheme of things. I get the feeling that the convention is a way for the bulk of delegates to get out of town for a few days and say it is business. Well, it is an experience that I will remember for the rest of my life.  I would like to see more of us take part in this.  With the changes I voted for at the State Convention it should be easier to include many more interested Libertarians next time. (
Founding Fathers

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence?

· Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they died.

· Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned.

· Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army; another had two sons captured.

· Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War.

They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor.

What kind of men were they?

Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists.  Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation owners; men of means, well educated.  But they signed the Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were captured.

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the British Navy.  He sold his home and properties to pay his debts, and died in rags.

Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family almost constantly.  He served in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding.  His possessions were taken from him, and poverty was his reward.

Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton.

At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson Jr., noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters.  He quietly urged General George Washington to open fire.  The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt.

Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed.  The enemy jailed his wife, and she died within a few months.

John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying.  Their 13 children fled for their lives.  His fields and his gristmill were laid to waste.  For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home to find his wife dead and his children vanished.  A few weeks later he died from exhaustion and a broken heart.

Norris and Livingston suffered similar fates.

Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution.  These were not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians.  They were soft-spoken men of means and education.  They had security, but they valued liberty more.  Standing tall, straight, and unwavering, they pledged: "For the support of this declaration, with firm reliance on the protection of the divine providence, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor."

They gave you and me a free and independent America.  The history books never told you a lot about what happened in the Revolutionary War.  We didn't fight just the British.  We were British subjects at that time and we fought our own government!

Some of us take these liberties so much for granted, but we shouldn't. So, take a few minutes while enjoying your 4th of July holiday and silently thank these patriots.  It's not much to ask for the price they paid.

Remember: freedom is never free!  (
Eminent Domain

Greg Bashem

The battle over Eminent Domain was taken to the next level at the Lancaster City Redevelopment meeting held last month.  The vote was four to nothing to go ahead and pay 3.9 million dollars of your tax money to "help" keep Costco in town.  The four council members were not swayed by the over 55 speakers against the take over and condemning of the .99 cents only store.  

I think if we had MORE citizens of Lancaster in attendance we might have put up a better fight.  I sent out over 30 e-mails and made numerous phone calls in attempt to fill the chambers with Libertarians.  I was happy to see John Gibson and David Matherly in attendance.  The .99 cent store had filled the hall with their own employees BUT they live out of town (not too much of a threat to the council.)  There were a few speakers from Lancaster of which I was one. There just was not enough locals to sway the (in my opinion) already made up minds of the city council!  People we need to get active if we want to see change!  

Mr. Gold has vowed to fight them in court.  He is still looking for a retired businessperson who lives in Lancaster that wants to throw his or her name on a lawsuit against the city.  (Mr. Gold will pay all costs)  I plan on being at every council meeting from now on to just make sure that the smug Andy Viscosky knows that when there is no one running against you, you can be a pr*ck.  He best be ready next election when there will be an opponent running against his arrogant ways.  I hope to see you at the next city council meeting 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 18:00 and 19:00.  (
Libertarians attack state plan to interrogate five year olds

Calling it a "disturbing invasion of family privacy," the Libertarian Party of

California today attacked a bill in the state Legislature that would require children as young as five years old to be asked intrusive, personal questions such as whether or not their parents spank them, keep guns in the house, or watch violent television shows. 

The bill, AB 2068 by Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento) passed the Assembly by one vote on May 25 and is pending before the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services. 

"This has to be one of the most frightening bills I have ever seen introduced in the California Legislature," stated Libertarian state chair Mark Hinkle. 

"Forcing children to report 'suspicious' activity of their parents or neighbors is a strategy right out of the totalitarian playbook, not something that should even be considered in a free and civil society."  AB 2068 adopts recommendations made by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) in a January 1999 Policy Statement entitled "The Role of the Pediatrician in Youth Violence Prevention and Clinical Practice and at the Community Level." In that paper, the AAP advises pediatricians to screen children for risk factors indicating violence, such as: 

· Whether the parents or family members have substance abuse problems 

· Whether the parents are employed 

· Whether any family members are involved in gangs 

· Whether the parents spank their children 

· Whether the parents watch violent television programs or keep guns in the home 

Under Steinberg's bill, the AAP guidelines would be used by the Child Health and Disability Prevention program, which is administered by county governments for poor families under the supervision of the state Department of Health Services. Nearly 2 million children are expected to be screened under this program next year. 

"None of these questions is the government's business. Children should never be put into the position of 'telling' on their parents -- especially poor children who may have no other alternative for health screening than unpleasant, oppressive government programs," Hinkle said.

"The Senate must kill this bill," concluded Hinkle, "and strike a blow for every family's right to privacy. Let's interrogate violent criminals, not innocent impoverished children." (
Tax and Spending Policies Benefit some States, Leave Others Footing the Bill

Courtesy of the Tax Foundation

Washington, D.C. June 27, 2000 – The federal tax burden falls much more heavily on some states than others, according to a new Tax Foundation analysis of federal fiscal operations. Comparing the federal tax burden by state with an adjusted set of the Census Bureau’s most recent data (1999) on federal expenditures by state, economist Scott Moody has ranked states in order of which got the best deal in 1999 from Uncle Sam’s tax and spending policies.

In No. 98 of the Tax Foundation’s Special Report series, titled Federal Tax Burdens and Expenditures by State, Moody points out that during fiscal 1999, taxpayers in New Mexico benefited the most from the give-and-take with Uncle Sam. Residents of New Mexico received $1.97 in federal outlays for every $1.00 they paid in federal taxes. Other states with high federal spending-to-tax ratios include Montana ($1.73), West Virginia ($1.72), Mississippi ($1.67), and North Dakota ($1.65). (Though not comparable as a state, the District of Columbia is by far the biggest beneficiary: In 1999 it received $6.71 in federal outlays for every dollar its taxpayers sent to the U.S. Treasury.)

Factors influencing the shifting of federal dollars include the location of people who receive Social Security, Medicare and other substantial federal entitlements, the location of federal employees, federal procurement decisions, and grants to state and local governments.

If some states receive more than they send in, then naturally some states must be benefactors – those states where so much is collected in federal taxes that any federal largesse they receive is overwhelmed. With an extremely high FY 1999 federal tax burden per capita (165 percent of the national average), even above-average federal spending (107 percent of the national average) couldn’t prevent Connecticut from having the lowest federal spending-to-tax ratio (0.65). The 0.65 ratio means that Connecticut only receives 65¢ in federal spending for every dollar its taxpayers send to Washington and is therefore the nation’s biggest loser from federal fiscal operations. Other states that had low federal spending-to-tax ratios in FY 1998 are New 

Jersey (65¢), New Hampshire (69¢), Nevada (73¢), and Illinois (73¢).

Table 1 (page 4), shows which states’ ratios rose or fell between 1989 and 1999. The state that raised its ratio the most is West Virginia where the federal spending-to-tax ratio rose from an FY 1989 level of $1.39 for each dollar in taxes to $1.72 in FY 1999. Other states that are now getting a much better deal from Uncle Sam than they were a decade ago are Maine (from $1.05 to $1.31), Alaska (from $1.31 to $1.57), Montana (from $1.58 to $1.73), Vermont (from 89¢ to $1.07), and Virginia (from $1.36 to $1.53).

States that have not fared so well include Utah, Colorado, Idaho and Connecticut. Of these, Utah saw the largest decline, with its federal spending-to-tax ratio falling from $1.45 in FY 1989 to $1.06 in FY 1999. Colorado has seen its spending-to-tax ratio drop from $1.20 to 90¢. Idaho’s has dropped from $1.41 to $1.19, and Connecticut’s has dropped from 85¢ to 65¢.

In FY 2000 the federal government will collect $1.914 trillion in tax revenue, a 6.7 percent increase over FY 1999. By FY 2001 this figure is expected to rise 3.4 percent to $1.979 trillion. Virtually all of the FY 2000 tax revenue comes from four sources. The largest of these, the individual income tax, is expected to raise $951.6 billion, or 49.7 percent of the total. Social insurance taxes, which fund programs such as Social Security and Medicare, will raise another $650 billion, or 34 percent of the total. Levies on corporate income will raise $192.4 billion, or 10.1 percent of the total; and excise taxes imposed on beer, wine, tobacco, gasoline and other products will bring in $68.4 billion–3.6 percent of total federal taxes.

Other levies–such as estate and gift taxes ($30.5 billion) and customs duties ($20.9 billion)–will raise the balance of federal tax revenue.  (
Our Tax Money is going Where?

The last financial disclosure forms for the presidential candidates reveled an interesting fact: our tax dollars are funding Vice President Gore’s Campaign!

Every one knows that both candidates are accepting matching funds, but this is above and beyond that.  Apparently Gore has received contributions from the U.S. Government, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Department of Justice and the State of Tennessee.  Interesting how George W. Bush receives no money from these institutions.

Is this another sign of Clinton/Gore corruption?  Or is this business as usual where the insiders are rewarded?  Make up your own mind.  (
AL GORE Top Contributors

Ernst & Young
$127,125 

Citigroup Inc 
$98,750 

Viacom Inc 
$95,175 

Goldman, Sachs & Co 
$84,250 

Time Warner 
$72,125 

BellSouth Corp 
$71,250 

US Government 
$60,975 

US Dept of Agriculture 
$57,696 

National Jewish Democratic Council 
$52,250 

Cablevision Systems Corp 
$48,700 

Holland & Knight 
$47,150 

Akin, Gump et al 
$43,750 

Jenner & Block 
$43,750 

US Dept of Justice 
$43,251 

Morgan Stanley, Dean Witter & Co 
$41,550 

State of Tennessee 
$38,640 

Patton Boggs LLP 
$36,250 

Anheuser-Busch 
$36,000 

Verner, Liipfert et al 
$35,150

GEORGE W. BUSH Top Contributors

MBNA America Bank 
$213,400 

Vinson & Elkins 
$196,350 

AXA Financial 
$179,800 

Andersen Worldwide 
$171,500 

Ernst & Young 
$161,999 

Morgan Stanley, Dean Witter & Co 
$123,800 

Merrill Lynch 
$120,100 

PricewaterhouseCoopers 
$113,798 

Enron Corp 
$104,750 

Goldman, Sachs & Co 
$104,149 

Jenkens & Gilchrist 
$102,450 

Bank of America 
$101,000 

KPMG LLP 
$99,819 

Citigroup Inc 
$99,650 

Baker & Botts 
$99,521 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
$92,299 

American General Financial Group 
$79,634 

FirstEnergy Corp 
$75,935 

Haynes & Boone 
$71,950

Congratulations to our New Officers

Elections for new officers were held at June’s business meeting.  The new officers are as follows:

· Chair  - Deanna Peugeot

· Vice-Chair – Doc Ellis

· Secretary – Greg Bashem

· Treasurer – John Gibson

· Membership – Clyde Dotson

· Webmaster – Shawna Bashem

· Newsletter – Deanna Peugeot

Congratulations to all new officers on achieving their positions.  (

· 
� EMBED MSDraw.Drawing.8.1  ���





Upcoming Events


July 20, 6:20 p.m. – July Business meeting


July 20, 7:00 p.m. – July Supper Club, Jim Ledford to speak


July 22, 7:30 a.m. – Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup, Aqua Dulce Road, under the 14 Overpass


August 17, 6:30 p.m. – August Business Meeting


August 17, 7:00 p.m. – August Supper Club, speaker to be decided


August 19, 7:30 a.m. – Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup
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Adjusted Federal Expenditures Per Dollar of Taxes Fiscal Years 1989 and 1999


�
Expenditures Per Dollar of Taxes�
Ranking�
�
�
FY 1989�
FY 1999�
FY 1989�
FY 1999�
�
Total�
$1.00�
$1.00 �
-�
-�
�
Alabama�
1.38 �
1.46 �
11�
10�
�
Alaska�
1.31 �
1.57 �
16�
6�
�
Arizona�
1.20 �
1.19 �
21�
19�
�
Arkansas�
1.38 �
1.39 �
10�
12�
�
California�
0.90 �
0.88 �
41�
39�
�
Colorado�
1.20 �
0.90 �
20�
38�
�
Connecticut�
0.85 �
0.65 �
43�
50�
�
Delaware�
0.79 �
0.83 �
46�
43�
�
Florida�
0.95 �
1.01 �
34�
31�
�
Georgia�
0.97 �
0.99 �
33�
32�
�
Hawaii�
1.33 �
1.50 �
14�
8�
�
Idaho�
1.41 �
1.19 �
7�
20�
�
Illinois�
0.73 �
0.73 �
48�
46�
�
Indiana�
0.91 �
0.92 �
38�
35�
�
Iowa�
1.14 �
1.15 �
24�
22�
�
Kansas�
1.08 �
1.07 �
26�
25�
�
Kentucky�
1.24 �
1.35 �
18�
14�
�
Louisiana�
1.33 �
1.36 �
13�
13�
�
Maine�
1.05 �
1.31 �
28�
15�
�
Maryland�
1.21 �
1.27 �
19�
17�
�
Massachusetts�
1.03 �
0.86 �
29�
40�
�
Michigan�
0.77 �
0.82 �
47�
44�
�
Minnesota�
0.91 �
0.79 �
39�
45�
�
Mississippi�
1.67 �
1.69 �
3�
4�
�
Missouri�
1.38 �
1.22 �
9�
18�
�
Montana�
1.48 �
1.73 �
5�
2�
�
Nebraska�
1.15 �
1.06 �
23�
27�
�
Nevada�
0.85 �
0.73 �
44�
47�
�
New Hampshire�
0.71 �
0.69 �
49�
48�
�
New Jersey�
0.64 �
0.65 �
50�
49�
�
New Mexico�
2.07 �
1.97 �
1�
1�
�
New York�
0.82 �
0.85 �
45�
41�
�
North Carolina�
0.93 �
1.03 �
36�
30�
�
North Dakota�
1.73 �
1.65 �
2�
5�
�
Ohio�
0.99 �
0.93 �
31�
34�
�
Oklahoma�
1.27 �
1.43 �
17�
11�
�
Oregon�
0.93 �
0.91 �
37�
37�
�
Pennsylvania�
0.94 �
1.05 �
35�
29�
�
Rhode Island�
0.97 �
1.11 �
32�
23�
�
South Carolina�
1.31 �
1.28 �
15�
16�
�
South Dakota�
1.56 �
1.47 �
4�
9�
�
Tennessee�
1.15 �
1.19 �
22�
21�
�
Texas�
0.99 �
0.97 �
30�
33�
�
Utah�
1.45 �
1.06 �
6�
28�
�
Vermont�
0.89 �
1.07 �
42�
24�
�
Virginia�
1.36 �
1.53 �
12�
7�
�
Washington�
1.06 �
0.91 �
27�
36�
�
West Virginia�
1.39 �
1.72 �
8�
3�
�
Wisconsin�
0.90 �
0.84 �
40�
42�
�
Wyoming�
1.12 �
1.06 �
25�
26�
�
District of Columbia�
5.52 �
6.71 �
-�
-�
�
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Newsletter Deadline


The deadline for newsletter submissions is August 1.  If you have anything you want included in August’s Newsletter, please contact Deanna Peugeot at: � HYPERLINK mailto:dpeugeot@avlp.org ��dpeugeot@avlp.org� or


Antelope Valley Libertarian Party


P.O. Box 3475


Quartz Hill CA 93586-3475


661- 943-5649 (fax)


We’re interested in running a monthly column on how you got involved with the Libertarian Party.  Please send us your story!
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