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Supper Club Update

This month’s supper club is on Thursday, 19 July at 7:00 p.m. Our guest speaker will be  Mark Selzer, Southern Vice Chair of the Libertarian Party of California.

This would be a good time to bring any questions or complaints about how the state party works.  

As usual, we’ll be at the Greenhouse Café in the A.V. Mall.

1233 West Avenue P

Palmdale
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661-272-8866

We look forward to seeing you there.  (
Thank You
A big thank you to the volunteers who helped in June’s Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup.  Teams gathered at 7:30 a.m. to help pick up trash along the 14 freeway.  

If you’re driving south you’ll see our sign south of the Pearblossom exit.  More volunteers are always welcome.  Our next cleanup date is August 18.

Thanks go out to: Doc Ellis, John Gibson, Jason Gonella, and Deanna Peugeot.  (
Libertarians Around Town

In an effort to become more visible, the Antelope Valley Libertarian Party will be hosting a booth at some local events.  In September we will be having an informational campaign at the A.V. Gun Show on Sept 21-23.

If you want to stop in and see us, please do so!  If you would like to help man the booth, that would be great.  If you’re interested in helping out, please contact Deanna at (661) 943-4408.  (
Eminent Domain Reigned In

The federal court has struck a blow against the sweeping powers of eminent domain. U.S. District Court Judge Stephen Wilson recently ruled that Lancaster’s attempt to take over the 99¢ store violated the fifth amendment.

“…nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.”  (Fifth Amendment)
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Lancaster attempted to take over the 99¢ and give the property to Costco.  They justified this by claiming that blight would occur if Costco relocated.  In reality, Lancaster was afraid that Costco would relocate to Palmdale and the city would lose the sales tax revenue.

Lancaster originally declared the Costco shopping center as blighted in 1983.  This gave the redevelopment agency sweeping powers to seize land to encourage business.  The area has not fit the definition of blight in many years.  But the designation still stands.

"In Lancaster's view, then, no redevelopment site can ever be truly free from blight because blight remains ever latent, ready to surface at any time," Judge Wilson wrote. "Such an untenable position not only defies logic, it is contrary to California redevelopment law."
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Lancaster is contemplating appealing this decision.  They feel the judge ruled based on incomplete information.  But at this point the Federal Court is clear – you can’t use eminent domain to prevent future blight.  ( 

Environmentalism as a Weapon

Transit Mixed Concrete is trying to build a mine near Agua Dulce.  There are several valid concerns about the mine – dust, noise, increased traffic, health concerns.  They are very valid problems which have been used to argue against the aggregate mine.

But recently the city of Santa Clarita brought in an environmentalist with the express purpose of finding an endangered species that would stop the building of the mine.  Not too surprisingly, an endangered frog was found.

This is but one recent example of people using the endangered species law not to protect animals, but as a weapon.  Although the cities of Santa Clarita and Agua Dulce had very valid concerns about the mine, they chose not to base their fight on those problems.  Instead they chose environmentalism.

This is being used all over the nation.  Don’t want a shopping mall in your neighborhood?  Find an endangered rat.  Don’t want that power plant on your favorite hiking trail?  Find an endangered butterfly.  The concern is not to protect the animals, but to use them as weapons to prevent growth.

The environmental groups see nothing wrong with it.  They have no problem depriving people of their property rights and livelihood.  Farmers in Washington are going bankrupt because environmentalists have prevented them from using water in a nearby lake.  The forestry business has been brought to its knees by the spotted owl.  And Transit Mixed Concrete will most likely not have a mine in Southern California.

The Libertarian Party states that we support private property rights, yet no one has stood up to object to the blatant use of the endangered species act in Santa Clarita.  When it comes to one’s own neighborhood, perhaps a strong federal government isn’t truly minded.  That’s the real problem – not government, but the people who use government.  There wouldn’t be over reaching laws if they weren’t wanted.  And the endangered frog would never have been found if Santa Clarita hadn’t gone out trolling for it.

Before we point the finger of criticism at the government maybe we should look at ourselves.  (
Drug Victim Chain

Joe Furcinite

I have an idea that I really think would grow the LP and at the same time help bring the drug war to an end.  I believe that most regular people realize that the drug war is a failure and would like to see an end to it.  However, it takes a lot of motivation to get government to give up such an ingrained policy.  So, here is my idea.

Aids activists have a quilt made of segments representing aids victims.  They use it to attract attention at demonstrations, and force politicians to bend to their will.  The Libertarian party could build a chain that represents drug war victims.  It would stretch for miles and could be used in demonstrations in Washington and in individual states.  It would be easy to create and used to demand the repeal of the Controlled  Substance Act and Asset Forfeiture laws, the release of all non-violent drug offenders, and pardons for all those victims convicted of non-violent drug offences since the beginning of the insane drug war.

· Links of the chain could be made of cloth material two feet long and two inches wide, with either a button or snap to connect the two ends, making a link that could easily be added to a chain.  The material could be written on, or embroidered with the name of the victim and the "so called" offense.  Links could be made of different colors, representing the different sufferings of victims.  For example:

· Red for those killed by drug warriors

· Orange for those injured by drug warriors

· Pink for police killed or injured over drug laws

· Green for those currently in prison

· Blue for those labeled criminals for using or selling drugs

· Yellow for those whose property has been stolen by asset forfeiture laws.

Etc.

In a short time we could have a chain that is miles long, a great tool for demonstrations against the drug war, and, since it was done by the Libertarian Party, it would attract a lot of freedom minded people to the party.  Maybe even enough to get some people elected.

Please let me know if you wish to act on this.  (
The Pournelle Chart
Jason Gonella

Libertarians are, by and large, both familiar with and quite fond of, the Nolan Chart, the two dimensional chart that places one's ideology based upon how much they trust the government to manage their personal life and their finances.  This two spectrum chart has served quite well, and I do not advocate replacement, but there exists another chart, also two dimensional, that could serve as a supplement to it. 

Jerry Pournelle was dissatisfied with the standard "Left-Right" dichotomy, and its inherent contradictions, including the placing of Fascism and Communism at opposite ends of the spectrum, Anarchists as far left, and Libertarians as "right wing anarchists", that phrase being a contradiction of itself.

Analyzing the political spectrum, the first spectrum he came up with was how much do you trust your government?  Do you think the government is the embodiment of all that is wrong with society, or a necessary evil,  or occasionally good, or an object of  idolatry?    This is a quite sensible arrangement, although it does leave much overlap, as if the Nolan chart were flattened out sideways, with the Libertarians at one end and the Authoritarians at the other end.  The Fascists and Communists were now at the same end, the Anarchists and Libertarians were now at the other end, and with Conservatives and Liberals in roughly the same place, and while that did make sense, it did not explain the differences between groups that were lumped together at the same points on the spectrum.

The next axis he came up with, which was instrumental in his quiet revolution of the political spectrum can be defined roughly as "rationalism" or "attitude toward planned social progress," or the question "do you think our problems have recognizable solutions?"  Mind that while that would put the Libertarians and the Communists on the same end of the spectrum, the "rationalism" does not mean that followers of certain ideologies are particularly rational.

This led to the two dimensional political matrix known as the Pournelle chart, which I have reformatted for readability to resemble in structure the Nolan chart.  The right axis (reading from the bottom to the corner) is the "trust of government axis" while the left axis is the "rationality axis."

As you can see, this makes the Liberal a rationalist, much like the Libertarian.  This is not accidental, for while we disagree with their logic, most particularly their premises, this does not mean they do not use logic.  They accept the premise "poverty causes crime", so the conclusion "let's eliminate poverty to eliminate crime" is a sensible one, if wrong from the libertarian point of view.  Our fellow capitalists, the Conservatives, are considered to be a faith based ideology, and that too is to be expected, as their support of capitalism is not based upon reason but upon faith. "I do not know how or why, but it does work, and I will support it for that reason."

Interestingly, if one were to draw two lines through the chart from opposing corners, one finds two rather startling axis hidden in the Pournelle chart.  The line that leads from Objectivist to Fascist is the full spectrum of "right wing" ideologies, and the line from Anarchist to Communist is the full spectrum of "left wing" ideologies.  Accordingly, one has greatest sympathy to those ideologies in near proximity on the same axis only, in spite of the fact that contrary corners could be considered natural enemies.   One could theoretically make two parallel columns out of this to show two distinct approaches to levels of government involvement.

Left
Right

Anarchist
Objectivist

Counter Culture
Libertarian

Liberal
Conservative

Socialist
Fascist

Communist
Nazi

The top row having the least sympathy for the government and the bottom row having the most, thereby giving two completely different and unrelated spectrums, this time clearly showing how little one spectrum has to do with the other.  Also, while it does produce spectrums that do make clear sense in the relations between contiguous members, they do not explain what makes them qualitatively different.

As you can see, we now have two, or five, spectrums.  Reading across, you have five left-right pairings, with the Anarchists opposite the Objectivists, the Counter Culture opposite the Libertarian, the Liberal opposite the Conservative, the Socialist opposite the Fascist, and the Communist opposite the Nazi.

What makes the two columns different?  The column on the right is the Dogmatic column, with each member more willing to denounce those who are not in their position as having sold out on the core principles that make up their position.  The column on the left is the column of Solidarity, for while they would gladly argue each other, they also are more likely to stick together against an attack from the other column.  Libertarians and Conservatives warily eye each other, agreeing that they do have a common enemy, but the counter culture (also known as the artistic or rebel crowd) supports their fellow left-spectrum ideologues, the socialists and communists, even though they are anti-statist, because they recognize the other spectrum as their ideological enemies.  Other than that, I have not been able to identify the core ideological difference between the two columns, although I feel that there must be one.

The two spectrums cross, on the Pournelle chart, at moderate, which he places between Counter Culture and Liberal on the left spectrum and Libertarian and Conservative on the right spectrum.  This leads to the position of Conservatives and Liberals both being comfortable with a fairly large government.  While the conservative may talk about cutting spending (on welfare, social security, Medicare, HUD) they are in favor of increasing it on other areas (military, police, censorship, drug war).

By having these two separate lines cross at the moderate position, then the differences between the positions become pronounced, and one can easily see that the opposites are indeed opposite.

The last item to note is how far out one would define as reasonable.  If one were to take their position on the chart, and draw a circle with a radius of 3 units, that would be considered the "reasonable" sphere of ideas, those further out in the same quadrant would be pleasantly dotty, and those even farther out unpleasantly so.

I have yet to come up with a set of questions for this chart as has been done with the Nolan chart, and neither, to my information, has Jerry Pournelle, but I can see that occurring in the near future.  (
The Ends Justify the Means

Deanna Peugeot

I have recently noticed a trend in people’s attitude.  It seems that people no longer care how someone is caught committing a crime, merely that they have done wrong and deserve to be punished.  I have three examples of this behavior.

Case 1:  June’s issue of the A.V. Libertarian included a story about Greg Morgan.  He had been ticked for driving with an expired registration on Edwards AFB.  Unfortunately, federal law doesn’t allow federal police to enforce regulatory violations.  So Mr. Morgan decided to fight his ticket.

The public sentiment has been overwhelmingly against Mr. Morgan.  People don’t care that the police broke the law in citing this man, only that he broke the law.  

Case 2:  Recently the CHP conducted a speed trap on highway 138.  It narrowly escaped qualifying as a speed trap in California law by a loophole in the speed trap regulations.  However, people don’t care about whether speeders were entrapped, merely that they had been speeding.  They broke the law, so the police were justified in using unethical tactics to catch them.

Case 3:  Recently the Lancaster police have been conducting alcohol stings.  While this is legal, again it is an entrapment issue.  The Antelope Valley Press recently endorsed this behavior and encouraged more of the same.

The problem with accepting police catching criminals at any cost is that more and more people become “criminals.”  It is now legal to arrest someone and take them to jail for a speeding ticket.  Would you be happy if that person is you?

These three cases show that public sentiment doesn’t care about how the police enforce the laws, merely that they do.  And this encourages abuses such as seen in the Rampart division.  This is how police states come into being.  (
“My environmentalist green girlfriend refused to come pick up trash on the freeway because it was too early…. And she think Libertarians are anti-environment.”


Municipal Code Now Online

For those frustrated citizens of Lancaster trying to find out what the laws really are there is now a new resource.  Lancaster’s Municipal code is now online.

Go to the city’s website: www.cityoflancasterca.org and scroll down to where it  says Municipal Code on-line.  Click there.  You’ll find all 17 titles, cross references, and ordinance lists.  Now you can research the laws you must obey with ease.  (
2001 Scheduled Elections

Want to run for office?  The following is a list of elections scheduled for November 2001 in the Antelope Valley area.

· Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District

· Agua Dulce Town Council

· Antelope Valley Community College District

· Antelope Valley Union High School District

· Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Union School District

· Lancaster School District

· Lake LA Town Council

· Palmdale School District

· Quartz Hill Water District

· Palmdale Water District Divisions 2 & 5

· Palmdale City Council

If you are interested in running please contact Deanna at (661) 943-4408.  (
Antelope Valley Libertarian Party Membership, Donation, and Volunteer Form

I wish to become a member of the Libertarian Party. I understand that I will be joining the local, state, and national levels of the LP, all for one of the four annual membership rates or the lifetime rate indicated below, and I will receive the Antelope Valley Libertarian (local newsletter), LPC Monthly (state newsletter), and LP News (national monthly newspaper). I choose the following membership category:

___Basic ($25)  ___Sustaining ($100)  ___Sponsor ($250)  ___Patron ($500)  ___Life Member ($1,000)

(Note: Joining the LP does not automatically make your voter registration Libertarian.) The Libertarian Party is the party of principle. To publicly affirm what we believe–and to ensure that our party never strays from our principles–we ask our members to proudly sign this statement:

I hereby certify that I do not believe in or advocate the initiation of force as a means of achieving political or social goals.   

Signature (required only for membership): ___________________________________________________

I wish to make a separate donation of $__________ to the Antelope Valley Libertarian Party. (Membership dues go primarily to the national and state organizations.)  Nonmembers who donate at least $15 will receive a one-year subscription to the Antelope Valley Libertarian.

I wish to volunteer to help with: ___________________________________________________________.

 (Please specify if you prefer to help with campaigns, computers, event plans, information tables, mailings, newsletters, phone calls, speeches, etc.)

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone(s): __________________________________ E-mail: ___________________________________

Total enclosed: $______________

 Please make your check payable to the Antelope Valley Libertarian Party (AVLP) and mail it with this form to P.O. 3475, Quartz Hill, CA 93586-3475
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Upcoming Events


July 19, 6:30 p.m. – July Business Meeting


July 19, 7:00 p.m. July Supper Club, Mark Selzer speaking


August 16, 6:30 p.m. – August Business Meeting


August 16, 7:00 p.m. – August Supper Club


August 18, 7:30 a.m. – Adopt a Highway Cleanup





When Washington and Jefferson were alive, Checkers was the game of choice


Is it yours?


Join the Libertarian Checkers club to find out


Call John:


(661) 942-5512





Newsletter Deadline


The deadline for newsletter submissions is July 25th.  If you have anything you want included in August’s Newsletter, please contact Deanna Peugeot at: � HYPERLINK mailto:dpeugeot@avlp.org ��dpeugeot@avlp.org� or





Antelope Valley Libertarian Party


P.O. Box 3475


Quartz Hill CA 93586-3475


661- 943-5649 (fax)
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