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Edited by David Hope, Ken Johnson, George “Buzz” Huse, and Deven Atkinson

The Dream of the Ember

The Usenet newsgroup rec.collecting.coins (news://rec.collecting.coins) made history in the summer of 2002 by being the first Internet news group to produce its own token.  The project was conceived by George “Buzz” Huse and financed by Ken Johnson.   

The RCC Mint

The idea for the RCC Ember token came in part from the demise of the RCC Mint, founded by John Munchow in late 2000.  The “Mint” produced several “coins” such as the RCC Trime (formerly at http://www.pipeline.com/~jmuchow/rcc_trime.htm), which was made by obliterating the details from a US silver dollar and engraving a crude design reminiscent of the US silver 3-cent piece.  The RCC Trime circulated between members of the newsgroup, with each member to “host” the token for a week, the mail it to the next person on the list.  While in his custody, the user was required to “show it a good time”, take a picture (to be posted on Munchow’s web site), and scratch or engrave his initials on it.  The Trime mysteriously disappeared sometime in August of 2001. 

The RCC Monetary System

George Huse coined the term “Ember” and the RCC Monetary System of 100 Embers = 1 Flame was officially put into place on May 9, 2002.   When Huse was asked what the significance on the Ember was, he responded,  “’Ember’ is the pseudo-denomination RCCers dreamed up one day while goofing around,”.  “Flame” is Internet slang meaning to speak incessantly or with a patently ridiculous attitude, directed with hostility at a particular person or people
.

The Design

Buzz designed what was to become the final pattern for the Ember.  Initial interest in the Ember was lackluster. Although Huse petitioned the group for creative input, he got little response.  The obverse design, based on the Ancient Greek AR Athens new-style Tetradrachm, features Pallas Athene facing left with the date (2002) at the bottom.  Huse chose this design because he thought the design would be “perfect for the 1 Ember token.”  Ultimately, Huse chose to use a scan of a Slavey Petrov reproduction of the ancient Greek coin as the basis for the Ember, with the bust of Pallas Athene facing left instead of right.  He did this to avoid running afoul of any counterfeiting laws and to avoid having the 1 Ember token modified and sold as a real Tetradrachm.  The mintmark (“U” for Usenet) is hidden on Pallas Athene’s helmet.

The reverse features an Owl, a common feature of Greek coins both ancient and modern. The owl stands atop an amphora emblazoned with the letters “FD”, which stands for Flamedrake, the dragon.  Flamedrake, another of Huse’s creations, is the unofficial mascot of the newsgroup.  The reverse legends reads “RCC”, which is a commonly used acronym for rec.collecting.coins, which was determined to be too long to put on the coin.  The denomination originally read “ONE EMBER”, but was changed to “1 EMBER” at the suggestion of Arthur Hagen, RCC member from the Netherlands.  Hagen, uninspired by US and Austrian (Euro) coins (both having the denomination spelled out), expressed his opinion on May 4, 2002.  George Huse responded by making the suggested changes and, to preserve the balance of the design, moved “RCC” to the left of the Owl. 

The Minting of the Ember

By April of 2002, Huse had settled on a final design of the Ember.  After a few days of emailing private mints for estimates, Huse took the suggestion of RCC regular Stujoe and went with Quality Challenge Coins, Inc. (http://www.militarychallengecoins.com).  On May 3, 2002, having done all he could, George petitioned the group for the funding needed to put the project into motion.  

Ken Johnson, a relative newcomer to the group, answered the call for funding four days later.  Ken had two motives for wanting to help. First, he had been a “lurker” for over a year and had recently come out of hiding, wanting to give something back to the group. Secondly, he wanted to learn how this process was done so that he could produce a token for his church Presbytery. Ken stated that he felt inadequate in his ability to contribute to the group in that others were more knowledgeable of the hobby, but found the Ember project was a way that he could be of use and service to the group.  On May 24, the finalized design was emailed to QCC.  A few days later, Johnson sent $250.00 to QCC to create the dies.  Due to the lukewarm reception of the idea by the newsgroup, the mintage was limited to 121.  By June 23, 2002, the Ember proof had been created and approved by Huse and Johnson.

Embers For Sale!

Ken Johnson made the RCC Ember available for sale on June 25, 2002.  By noon the following day, 73 of the 121 Embers minted were sold (including 10 each to George, Ken, and a friend of Ken’s who helped with the funding). On June 29, Ken reported 81.25% of the production run had sold.  The RCC Ember sold out on August 14th, 2002 (not including 6 held in reserve for auction at a later date).  Almost immediately, Johnson started receiving emails asking to increase the mintage, which he vowed not to do.  Ken mused, “If this was a for profit project I would smile at the nice customers and do whatever they asked, but...”

The Ember Arrives

On September 11, 2002, Ken Johnson received the Embers from Quality Challenge Coins.  “Holy cow,” thought Johnson, “these suckers are bigger than I thought they would be!  How much is this going to cost to ship?”  Shipping began on the 13th of September, with the overseas orders shipping first. Ken figured the overseas group members always get merchandise slower so he thought he would give them a “head start”.  There were, after all, only 3 overseas orders and Ken thought he would get them out of the way first. The Embers bound for US addresses were handled assembly line style with Johnson’s printer spitting out a stack of envelopes with postage attached (ala stamps.com) for each category of order.  When the first Embers started being reported as received by RCC members, interest in the token went off the charts.  Members who failed to order Embers were clamoring for Johnson to have more minted, but Ken stuck to his promise not to do so and the first production run was also the last.

The Next Step

So what is next for rec.collecting.coins?  There has been serious talk of a 5 Ember coin or perhaps a 1 Flame silver round.  Ken has received samples and pricing for a silver round and is proceeding to move forward. Ken said of the Ember project, “I feel I did give something back to the group on par with some of the best contributors. I have learned over the last 2 years that I can grade with the best of RCC thanks to Stujoe, I know more about something than anybody else even if it is Disney Dollars and I can now produce a token, thanks to the knowledge I have gained from Buzz. I am now ready to produce a token for our church, 150th year anniversary, and for my Presbytery, as a commemorative to our castle. But that is another story. The Ember is what RCC is all about, people helping people to learn.”

Appendix A – Original Artwork

1. Flamedrake the dragon, the unofficial mascot of RCC, slated to appear on the upcoming 5 Ember or 1 Flame coin.  Flamedrake’s initials appear on the 1 Ember coin.  Artwork by George “Buzz” Huse.
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2. The original design sent to QCC, Inc by Ken Johnson.  This is before the die engraver added the “U” mintmark.  Artwork by George Huse.
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3. The Slavey Petrov reproduction of an AR Athens new-style Tetradrachm that was the basis of the Ember design.

[image: image4.jpg]4
]
0
«
£}
«
«

'{\{,, rr fllr/.f,v‘_




[image: image5.jpg]



4. The original hand-drawn pattern for the Ember.  Artwork by George Huse.
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5. The 1 Ember Token – issued on Friday, September 13, 2001.
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6.  Distribution of the 1 Ember coin, not taking into account the Embers held in reserve to be auctioned at a later date.  Compiled by Ken Johnson.
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Appendix B – Related Newsgroup Threads

Huse wonders about the financial and operational fesability of producing an RCC token:

http://groups.google.com/groups?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&threadm=3ca11ccc_3%40nopics.sjc&rnum=75&prev=/groups%3Fq%3Drcc%2Btoken%2Bgroup:rec.collecting.coins%26start%3D70%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26scoring%3Dd%26selm%3D3ca11ccc_3%2540nopics.sjc%26rnum%3D75
Huse tries to locate a scan of a Slavey Petrov reproduction AR Athens new-style Tetradrachm and Operation Greek Ember is born:

http://groups.google.com/groups?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&threadm=dONB8.3%24Sh.0%40nwrddc01.gnilink.net&rnum=62&prev=/groups%3Fq%3Drcc%2Btoken%2Bgroup:rec.collecting.coins%26start%3D60%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26scoring%3Dd%26selm%3DdONB8.3%2524Sh.0%2540nwrddc01.gnilink.net%26rnum%3D62
Huse announces the die production has started:

http://groups.google.com/groups?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&threadm=3CF7073E.E1772152%40flash.net&rnum=55&prev=/groups%3Fq%3Drcc%2Btoken%2Bgroup:rec.collecting.coins%26start%3D50%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26scoring%3Dd%26selm%3D3CF7073E.E1772152%2540flash.net%26rnum%3D55
The Ember proof token is received from QCC:

http://groups.google.com/groups?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&threadm=aho143%24pca%241%40ins22.netins.net&rnum=42&prev=/groups%3Fq%3Drcc%2Btoken%2Bgroup:rec.collecting.coins%26start%3D40%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26scoring%3Dd%26selm%3Daho143%2524pca%25241%2540ins22.netins.net%26rnum%3D42
Ken Johnson begins taking orders:

http://groups.google.com/groups?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&threadm=3D43D443.6030901%40herbison.com&rnum=36&prev=/groups%3Fq%3Drcc%2Btoken%2Bgroup:rec.collecting.coins%26start%3D30%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26scoring%3Dd%26selm%3D3D43D443.6030901%2540herbison.com%26rnum%3D36
Ken Johnson sends payment information to those who ordered:

http://groups.google.com/groups?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&threadm=1029699349.367870%40athprx02.forthnet.gr&rnum=27&prev=/groups%3Fq%3Drcc%2Btoken%2Bgroup:rec.collecting.coins%26start%3D20%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26scoring%3Dd%26selm%3D1029699349.367870%2540athprx02.forthnet.gr%26rnum%3D27
Members begin receiving Embers:

http://groups.google.com/groups?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&threadm=amfsna%245irad%241%40ID-129288.news.dfncis.de&rnum=10&prev=/groups%3Fq%3Drcc%2Btoken%2Bgroup:rec.collecting.coins%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26scoring%3Dd%26selm%3Damfsna%25245irad%25241%2540ID-129288.news.dfncis.de%26rnum%3D10
The group begins discussion about the 5 Ember coin:

http://groups.google.com/groups?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&threadm=20214-3D4375A6-86%40storefull-2251.public.lawson.webtv.net&rnum=39&prev=/groups%3Fq%3Drcc%2Btoken%2Bgroup:rec.collecting.coins%26start%3D30%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26scoring%3Dd%26selm%3D20214-3D4375A6-86%2540storefull-2251.public.lawson.webtv.net%26rnum%3D39
More discussion on the 5 Ember coin:

http://groups.google.com/groups?hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&threadm=5Yeg9.289678%24_91.356318%40rwcrnsc51.ops.asp.att.net&rnum=21&prev=/groups%3Fq%3Drcc%2Btoken%2Bgroup:rec.collecting.coins%26start%3D20%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26scoring%3Dd%26selm%3D5Yeg9.289678%2524_91.356318%2540rwcrnsc51.ops.asp.att.net%26rnum%3D21
Appendix C – Ember Specifications
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� Paraphrased from http://www.tuxedo.org/~esr/jargon/jargon.html#flame





_1096122645.xls
Chart1

		IL

		NY

		CA

		AL

		NJ

		GREECE

		MD

		PA

		TX

		NH

		VA

		IN

		IA

		MN

		UK

		TX

		OH

		WA

		FL

		MO

		MT

		THE NETHERLANDS

		MA

		AZ

		AK

		OR



9

8

7

5

5

5

4

4

3

3

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1



RccData

				Name		Address		City, State, Zip		Country		Ins		PP		Paid		Qty		EM

				Jim Darracott		104 W. Cameron Road		Falls Church, Va. 22046				Y		Y+		PAID		2		jpdfda@hotmail.com				2		VA		9		IL		9

		2		John Nowakowski		1287 Route 35		South Salem, NY 10590				Y		Y		PAID		2						8		NY		8		NY		8

		5		Christos Apostolidis		Agamemnonos Str. 28		GR-17675, Kallithea/Athens		Greece				Y+		PAID		5		cacoins@cacoins.com				5		GREECE		7		CA		7

				Don Hovatter		131 Maple St.		Frostburg, Md. 21532				Y		N		PAID		2						4		MD		5		AL		5

		1		Ken Miller		RR#3 Box 263A-1		Shoals,In.47581				N		N		PAID		1						2		IN		5		NJ		5

		1		Les Mccollum		Box 564		Deloit Iowa 51441				N		N		PAID		1						2		IA		5		GREECE		5

				Ken Giles		10413 Attica Lane		Council Bluffs, IA 51503-6996				Y		N		PAID		1						2		MN		4		MD		4

		2		Jorg Lueke		1829 Furness St Apt 312		Saint Paul, MN 55109-4834				N		Y+		PAID		2		jlueke@attbi.com				1		WA		4		PA		4

		1		David Hamilton		2929 1st Ave  #906		Seattle  WA  98121				Y		N		PAID		1						1		FL		3		TX		3

		1		John Canard		1406 Zephyr Ave		Fort Pierce, Florida  34982-3656				N		N		PAID		1						3		TX		3		NH		3

		3		Larry Calder		PO Box 181221		Dallas, TX  75218-1221				Y		N		PAID		3						9		IL		2		VA		2

		3		Stuart Miller		540 Mascoutah Ave		Belleville, IL 62220				Y		Y		PAID		3		stujoe@ameritech.net				7		CA		2		IN		2

				Bob Flaminio		8 Brigantine Lane		Redwood City, CA 94065						Y		PAID		2		bob@flaminio.com				3		NH		2		IA		2

		2		Mark Greene		1 Justin Dr		Boscawen NH 03303-1341				Y		N		PAID		2		Prgrmr@aol.com				5		NJ		2		MN		2

		1		Andrew Auletta C/O Brent-Krueger Group		133 Ardsley Ave		Ewing NJ 08638						Y		PAID		1		NJDrew1@brent-krueger.com				4		PA		2		UK		2

		1		Robert Mozeleski		221 Wheeler ave		Scranton PA. 18510				Y		N		PAID		1						1		MO		2		TX		2

		1		Chrysta Wilson		141 Cocelli Drive		Bridgeton, NJ  08302				Y		Y		PAID		1		chrystawilson@erols.com				1		MT		2		OH		2

				Bill Krummel		PO Box 406		Seneca, Missouri  64865						Y		PAID		1		dqueen@netins.net				1		THE NETHERLANDS		1		WA		1

		2		Bob Rudd		10 Pinecrest Ct.		Greenbelt, MD  20770-1909				Y		Y		PAID		2						2		UK		1		FL		1

				Donald Boudreau		251 Mason Road		Milford, NH 03055-4605						Y		PAID		1		dfboudreau@adelphia.net				1		MA		1		MO		1

				Steven Preston		171 Limekiln Road		Carlisle PA 17013				Y		N		PAID		1		seatedliberty@webtv.net				2		TX		1		MT		1

				David Hope		1026 1/2 North 22nd Street		Billings, Montana  59101						Y		PAID		1		davidhope5@attbi.com				2		OH		1		THE NETHERLANDS		1

				Arthur Hagen		Willibrordusstraat 18		2635EW  Den Hoorn		The Netherlands				Y		PAID		1		hagenaa@zonnet.nl				5		AL		1		MA		1

		2		Ian Milne		103 Hendry Road		Kirkcaldy  Fife		Scotland (UK)  KY2 5DB				Y+		PAID		2		imb4u2@blueyonder.co.uk				1		AZ		1		AZ		1

				Skip Meister		5517 Linden Avenue		La Grange, Illinois  60525				Y		N		PAID		2		hansgraf3@attbi.com				1		AK		1		AK		1

		1		B.J. Herbison		203 Long Hill Road		Bolton, MA  01740-1421				Y		Y		PAID		1		bj@herbison.com				1		OR		1		OR		1

		2		Dale Hallmark		P O Box 301		Dumas, Texas 79029				Y		N		PAID		2		dalehall@xit.net

		1		Deven Atkinson		2675 Alma-Omega Road		Waverly, OH   45690						Y		PAID		1		deven@bright.net

		1		Christian Feldhaus C/O Randall & Assoc.		33541 Agua Dulce Canyon Rd		Agua Dulce, CA  91390						Y+		PAID		1		cfeldhaus@gmx.net

		5		Anthony Carlisle		104 Donna Drive		Montgomery, AL  36108-5614				Y		Y		PAID		5		antho@huntingdon.edu

		2		Bruce Hickmott		3526 Lenox Dr		Kettering OH 45429						Y		PAID		2		Robert.Hickmott@lexisnexis.com

		1		George Drum		1618 E. McDowell Rd.		Phoenix, AZ 85006						Y		PAID		1		geodrum@att.net

		1		Larry Craddock		1736 Alder DR.		Anchorage, AK  99508-3309				Y		Y		PAID		1		larry@ak.net

		2		Andrew P. Schreck		1031 Worthington Ave		Clairton, PA  15025				N		Y		PAID		2		aps1@pitt.edu

				Nick Knight C/O Secant Technologies, Inc		4853 Galaxy Parkway, Suite S		Cleveland, Ohio 44128						Y		PAID		1		nick@secant.com

		1		Dan Harding		2716 High Court		Urbana, IL 61802						Y		PAID		1		webmaster@heavyharmonies.com

		1		Steve Norton		2718 Asbury		Evanston, IL 60201						Y		PAID		1		sfn@enteract.com

				William Loeffler		16 Sterup Dr		Troy, NY 12180						Y		PAID		1		bill12180@earthlink.net

				Raymond Kulpit		7220 West 111th Street Apt 2		Worth, IL 60482-1766						N		PAID		1

		1		Donnie McGugan		440 Tom Van Arden Drive		Shelbyville, IN  46176-2829						Y		PAID		1		dmcgugan@shelbynet.net

		1		Jerry Dennis		155 Dryden-Harford Road		Dryden, NY  13053-9773						N		PAID		1

		1		John Osako		Post Office Box 2429		Malibu, CA  90265-7429						Y		PAID		1		johnny_o@netzero.net

		1		Bob Peterson C/O Quantum Design, Inc.8400 E. Riverside Blvd				Loves Park, IL  61111						Y+		PAID		1		RPeterson@quantumdi.com

		1		Jason Craton		1241 Beach Drive		Seaside, OR 97138						Y		PAID		1		craton@yakima.net

		3		John Muchow		315 West 86th Street, Apt. 1E		New York, NY  10024						Y		PAID		3		jmuchow@camlight.com

		3		Ed Hendricks		306 York Ln		Santa Maria, CA 93455						Y		PAID		3		hendricks.edmary@verizon.net

		1		Mark Rossi		P.O. Box 382		endicott, NY 13761				Y		Y		PAID		1		mdrossi@stny.rr.com

		3		Mr. David M. Naphegyi		356 Nelson Ave.  Apt # 2		Cliffside Park, N.J. 07010-1807						Y		PAID		3		mr.davey@verizon.net
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		Diameter		1 9/16"		approx. 40mm

		Thickness		approx .12"		3mm

		Composition		Bronze with an antique brass finish

		Weight		approx 1.03 troy oz		32.1 grams
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